: "LLL 
ч 40 


ТП. Fantastic 7 
IF ||” FIERO/ FERRARI 
| IU a GTOKIT 


p- p 
УР: 
"наш 


[| акти BASICS-PAR 
BUILDUP: ЅМАЦ-ВІ0! 


Classic Motor Carriages, the world’ largest 
replicar assembly manufacturer presents its 
classic line for the 805. Millions of dollars have 
been spent in engineering research to enable 
Classic Motor Carriages to produce the finest 
replicar assemblies available. Gelcoat finish. 
по rusting ever! All replicar assemblies are fully 
warranted by a company that cares. 

Classic owners report gas mileage of 30-34 
MPG. Our replicar assemblies 
are designed for the 
person of average 
mechanical 
skills using 
ordinary tools. 


* aic 


Classic ту 


Yreedster 


2 иа 


sow 1-800-252-7742 


Assemble it yourself and drive a great bargain. 


Fill out the coupon below and begin the 
most rewarding experience of your life. 
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Enclosed is $1 еа. for a full color brochure 
4nd consumer buying guide for Replicar 
Assembly: Gazelle "race E 
Чисто Cassie Speedster C 


иеле ts $5 ea fora fll color brochure on 
the bundcrafted, seh 5 
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A LIFETIME AFFAIR WirH THE AUTOMOBILE 


By Dave Fults 


have loved automobiles for as long as 

1 сап remember. From the time | could 
see over the fender, | wondered what 
made these things tick. | stil recall the 
first time my father and | went to the 
neighborhood Ford dealership to see the 
new 427 Cobra. But it wasn't until my 
brother and his friends entered high 
school that my enthusiasm for cars really 
took off. My fond memories of watching 
Mark and his buddies work on their cars 
and trucks will be remembered forever. 

There was Randy's '63 Chevy pickup 

nd Dave's orange Jeep CJ. | received 

y first basic hot rodding lesson on that 

‘ep; it was a camshaft, headers, 

anifold and carb swap that brought the 
АМС V8 to ме. 

My favorite day was when Mark and 
his buddies decided it was time for me to 
learn to drive. A dozen guys were on 
hand and there was a collection of cars 
to use, yet there was no question about 
it—they chose the big-block-powered '66 
Vette. | could barely depress the clutch 
pedal, but after a "hard" afternoon's 
work, | finally got the car around the 
block without the engine bucking or stall- 
ing. I've been enthralled with big-block 
power ever since 

When I entered high school, I enrolled 
in auto shop with my friends. But after 
the first day, when the teacher explained 
what was planned for the course, | knew 
this formal setting was not for me. They 
wanted to begin with the basics—some- 
thing I had conquered years earlier. 

The seed had been planted. | will for- 
ever be grateful to my brother and his 
friends for introducing me to this thrilling 
sport. I'm sure a large number of our 
readers were introduced in a similar way. 
А bunch of guys sitting around a garage 
with the stereo blasting, grease up to 
their elbows and each with his own opin- 
ion of how to accomplish the job. 

My first car was a '68 Dodge Dart GT. 
1 bought it from my brother for $600 and 
AKI CAR 


it was in pristine shape. If there was any 
doubt about my lifelong interest in cars, 
that slant six gem sealed my fate. 

Over the years | tried my hand at a va 
riety of branches of the automotive 
sport But my first experience with kit 
cars took place in front of the Petersen 
Publishing offices. I hadn't been with 
Petersen very long when | saw а com. 
pleted Cobra replica in the photo studio. 
The car was blue with classic twin white 
stripes and looked terrific. | was im- 
pressed, especially since it can be built 
from the ground up to each individual's 
specific requirements, Here was the per. 
fect setting for anyone to build his own 
car right down to the last bolt 

Three years later, | had the opportuni- 
ty to work on KIT CAR Magazine. This 
was a great chance to experience what 
1 thought was one of the most exciting 
aspects of hot rodding. The number of 
cars available astonished me. Even 
though the Cobra had not caught fire yet, 
the kit car industry had many different 
kits to choose from. And these cars were 
80 varied it seemed too good to be true. 

Recently, the kit car industry has 
grown and matured considerably. The 
Products and selection have improved 
immensely, but a lot of people stil have 
negative opinions of kit cars. They don't 
understand the industry and most won't 
bother to investigate it. I believe that if 

ву did, many woi i 
ey x y would change their 

The whole concept of this hobby is 
enjoy yourself. So those of id 

involved in this sport and interested in its 
future, please let everyone know that 
we're building some trick cars and invite 
them to take a look. As for me, | will con- 
tinue to help increase enthusiasm in this 
Spor, just as my brother did in the olden 


days. My son Derek seems to be 
follow- 
ing the ате path | did. At just Mo years 
1 Ire 
Эй. eS already showing great "ов 
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Marauder Cars! 


Marauder GT MK II 


> a (Chevron 8-16 replica) 


Marauder 512M a 


Marauder Lola 
Replica MK III 


Pantera and 
Countach’s Replicas 


For Information Mail $10.00 Т‹ 


Foreign Майер $15.00 
MARAUDER & CO. 
R. R. 2 Dept. HRK 
POTOMAC, IL 61865 
You Will receive Complete Information 
& A Catalog On All The Marauder Kits 


GTO Replica 


Price our products for economy. then look them over for style and sophistication. You are т lor a pleasant surprise. Dollar for dollar it costs less when 
you compare our kit cars to others. We speciabze in high quality replicas c! Lola, McLaren, Farrari and Chevron sport racers. Craftsmanship and authenticity 


are paramount. Production limited 
in order for you to receive a premium prod 


1, we have expended considerable efforts to establish contracts with a number of internationally prominent 


automotive specialists, For example, Specialized Mouldings, LTO... in London, England, manufactures our Lola and McLaren bodies trom the original molds. 
Take advantage of our experience in racing and owning originals of each of our replica cars that we bud. We can give you this expertise from our 
VW versions, with 35 MPG to the full Can-Am street cars with their 25 plus MPG. 


Kit A's combine VW compone 


‘with our aluminum and steel monocoque to give you a unique blend of economy and high performance. Kit AA's, 


B's and C's дме you the ай out performance of fully independent Can-Am type suspension, ZF transaxle and your V-8 engine 


~ Build the car Fiero 


was meant to be. 


Presenting the IMSA GTU Fiero 


from Allied Automotive. 


Our plans and component kits provide 
everything you need to give the Fiero the. 
power and handling to leave Corvettes and 
9445 in the dust. 

Start with a showroom stock model, or 
build your own tube frame street racer. If you 
would prefer, we can build your IMSA СТО 
Fiero to order. 


Kits include complete plans and compo- 
nents for frame, engine, suspension, brake 
and tire modifications. 


For more information and a catalog, send 
$10 (refundable with your first order) to: 


Allied Automotive 
4703 М.Е. Portland Hwy. 
Portland, OR 97218 
Phone (503) 284-2100. 
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Bolt 
Into Your Kit Car. 


1756, 1776 or 1835cc Hi-Performance 
VW Engines Only $1195.00 Complete! 


SIR. has developed a strong, reliable engine package 4 > ad 
SR, has developed a Strong: popular with Kit car Dudes... Ж, 
olt features your choice of 1756, 1776 or 1835сс displacement, «2 
{ind has dua port heads, «Отт Kadron carbs, Bosch "RS ignition and а hi-performance 
сат. It's balanced, checked for operational efficiency i in SIR'S test cell, and equipped with 
а 1750-Ib. clutch setup. Includes alternator ‘kitand many engine dress-up items. Ready to 
bolt in and provide excellent service. Only : $1195.00 outright. Also avilable in kit form. 


Rebuilding Your VW Engine??? 
SILA. has complete engine kits starting at $239, which 
includes remanufactured heads, crank and rods, new 
barrels, pistons, rings, bearings, etc. “Big bore” kits 
S from $379. SLR. buys core parts, too. Send us your list. 
714-549-8628 зт илиш. 
ий ЕН 


Li | 

x абаб, “Babor” modiiedenp nesiegal 
hat ears: Pl. Box 948, aoa ey tor racing vevci wh 
TTD "ранып Valley, СА 92728 may never be used upos a нау. 


А-5-А enterprises, нс 


Ep Та. Ор P.O. BOX 13153 


Lig te, WAUWATOSA 
Ag Wi, 53213 


414-873-КІТ (5487) 
We are а COMPLETE 
“BUILDING SERVICE COMPANY” 
WE WILL: "BUILD TURN-KEY CARS 
{BUILD ROLLING-RÜNNING CHASSIS 
BUILD PARTIAL COACHES 
REBUILD YOUR COMPONENTS 
INISH INCOMPLETE ASSEMBLIES 
{CUSTOM FABRICATE CHASSIS 
"SUPPLY DONOR CARS FOR KITS 


SAMA MEMBER, 


PORSCHE, MERCEDES, JAGUAR, MG, 
T-ROADSTERS, 28-34 FORDS, 
T-BIRD, CORVETTES, 

AND MANY OTHERS 


c E 
Ў [ “NEW” FORD PARTS | 
414-873-KITS | маши. RACK PION UNTS у 
call today — | _ 8" x5" Bot Wre Wheels 9335 


SLY ie te 
Au HOTEL US Vecas | 


WHATEVER YOU DRIVE OR RIDE, ON 
OR OFF THE ROAD, PETERSEN HAS 


AN AUTOMOTIVE TITLE 
FOR YOU! JUST RIGHT 


НОТ ROD • CAR CRAFT ° 
MOTOR TREND • 4-WHEEL & 
OFF-ROAD * CIRCLE TRACK * 
MOTORCYCLIST • DIRT RIDER > 


© PETERSEN 


We Build Magazines Right 


| ScHoot Is IN SESSION 


Lise reading KIT CAR Maga. 
zine since it began. It was a good mag. 
azine when | could only dream about 
‘owning а kit car. Now I'm building my 
second, and | find KIT CAR is even bet- 
ter. My only reservation is that the maga. 
zine doesn't feature enough V8-powered 
cars. | come from the school where 
there's no substitute for cubic inches 
oragood ol' V8! | realize that most 
readers build and drive VW-based kits, 
but | am not one of them. 
Dan Peller 


| Fallon, NY 


what would you call the spread 
(May '86) on the Sebring 5000 
or M&L Automotive Specialties’ 427. 
powered Cobra? Volkswagen-powered 
cars aren't the only vehicles we feature 
and certainly not the most prominent in 
the magazine. Go through your back is 
sues and you'll find plenty of V8s to sat- 
isfy your appetite. 


PORSCHES ON PARADE 


couldn't keep myself from telling you 
how much I enjoyed your Porsche 
spectacular in the July '85 issue. It was 
terrific! It's great to be able to see, 
through your magazine, the machinery 
that’s out there. | owned an authentic 
Spyder long ago, and regret selling it. l'm 
now planning to purchase a Beck 550 
Spyder and turn it into the ultimate week- 
end fun-mobil. 
Stephen Putsche 
Chino, CA 


WHAT COMPETITION? 


[с That's all | can think of to de- 
scribe your magazine, which | have 
been reading since '83. | recently picked 
up one of your competitor's magazines 
and believe me, there is no competition 
‘ou seem to be impartial when selecting 
articles and don't favor any particular 
"уре of car. Also, the way your magazine 
fies Jo пе low buck car enthusiasts, 
, is genuinel iated. 
Keep up the good word! PPree “ч 
Stanley Deloney 
Gainsville, FL 


BACK ON THE RoAD 


В" 2 photo of my second kit car 
abe ect in progress. After a consider- 
fixe amount of research, | selected the 
Inermeccanica Porsche Roadster. | 
Ries! confess that Frank and Paula 
Rasner of Intermeccanica were very 
ЫШ. Their experience and good 
To cemanship convinced me to put my 
onde ant down, and four months later, 

e most complete kits I've ever 


se 
en arrived. To my dismay, however, 1 


discovered that my Corvair engine would 
not fit, On the advice of Frank Riesner 
1 contacted Chris Walsh, an Intermec: 
canica Porsche Roadster owner. Chris’ 
car was featured in KIT CAR some time 
ago. His experience was overwhelming, 
and | appreciated his enthusiasm and 
assistance enormously. | decided to or- 
der a 2-Йег VW engine from Cargem. 
The car is coming together smoothly 
now and | expect to have it completed 
and the new car “bugs” worked out by 
this summer. 

Gary M. Budzak 

South Holland, IL 


FRESH START 


Panis о ага an avid kit car 
enthusiast. | plan to buy a Kit car in a 
few years and wonder if you have any 
suggestions on what kind of car | should 
start with? 

Alfred Bhada 

Costa Mesa, CA 


Well, Alfred, the biggest problem for 
young kit car enthusiasts is money, or 
lack of it, as this can be an expensive 
hobby. For a first-time project, stick with 
а kit that's relatively simple and straight- 
forward. Moreover, choose a kit that 
really turns you on зо that you will stay 
interested. Also, pick а popular brand 
from an established company, one that's 
sure to be around if you need help during 
the construction phase. And remember, 
a Ийе dedication will go a lot further than 
a lot of cash! 


A "D" Cup? 


ve been looking for a protective front 
bra for my Magnum GT for some time, 
but have been unable to locate one. 
Gould you tell me who manufactures 
them? 
Nelson Taylor 
San Bernardino, CA 


To the best of our knowledge no one 
produces a bra specifically for the Mag- 
пит. Your best bet із to have а local au- 


SHELL VALLEY MOTORS —— 
(2100 POUND ROCKE 


Midwest's Largest Cobra Manufacturer 


Over 14 Years of Producing Top Quality Fiberglass 
and Automotive Products 


Here's why the Shell Valley Cobra is worth checking into today: 


427 Cobra body-preassembled with a one piece outer body.shell and the 
‘complete floor pan installed. Right and left inner fender panels installed 
Door, hood, and trunk with high strength double wall panels and рге- 
threaded brackets for all hinges, Holes are pre-cut for the headlights, 
parking lights, tail lights, front bumper tubes, rear bumper tubes, side 
louvers, exhaust system, windshield, and premarked for the side badges 
nose emblem placement. Also includes a fiberglass front nose shroud 
unk compartment. All body surfaces have the new style gel coal, 
made especially for car bodies. It is not brittle, as most gel coats used, 
and is an excellent stress-crack preventive. Top quality price $2150.00. 


While Supplies Last! Cobra trame w/new Mustang Il front suspension and rack 
and pinion installed  - --. 5 «esee $1595.00 


Narrowed 9" Ford rear end .. s ..$ 295.00 
Installation of the front suspension, rack & pinion $ 400.00 
Cobra windshield $ 500.00 
Cobra dash panel $ 6000 
Cobra side louvers $ 8500 
Radiator-4 row $ 32000 
Front and rear bumperettes 1:5 280.00 
Door, hood and trunk latches $ 200.00 
Dash instruments $ 275.00 
Coilover shocks and brackets $ 259.00 
Windwings $ 125.00 

$ 650.00 


Complete upholstery kit 
FREE cobra hat and brochure with your first order. 


Brochure—$3.00 


Hat—$6.00 
SHELL VALLEY MOTORS. 
ARS Dept. PKC 


PLATTE CENTER, NE 68653 
(402) 246-2355 


2463455 


tom SHOS OD о cur дуне. prosssombts л or лл, ELLE кл 
sah pare ged and ares Нә 
= ле OGFORSIDUSETTLE FOR ANYTHING LESS 
Sous SETTE ron Акта 
SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE ier 
Roaring 203 Motor Car Company, RO. Box 1768, Ramona, CA 92006 (San Diega) 819) 789-303 
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THE ANSWER 


To Your Replicar Assembly Needs 


We Offer. 

• Skilled Craftsmen 

e Latest Equipment 

e Complete Knowledge of 
Kit Car Fabrication 

• Up Front Estimates- 
No Hidden Costs 

e From Packing Crate to 


AUTOMOTIVE EXPRESSIONS 
124 Nevada Street 
El Segundo, California 


Turn-key Automobile- 90245 R 
Ready for Road or Track (213) 322-0451 
WE ALSO BUY PARTIALLY COMPLETED KITS 


WERE 
FIGHTING FOR 
YOUR LIFE 


American 
Heart 
Association 


Designed for ultimate performance in the Buro; 1 

п п pean Grand Touri 
Circuit, this magnificent classic displays the mark of prestige and style 
Dramatically reconstruct the Legend, 

the Alpha GTO on a 1970-1978 Datsun 240-2807. 


For the complete information hit send $5.00 (Foreig 

only) with name, address and phone Eu UL aaea en Г 
Alpha Design and Engineering 

18392-1 Enterprise Lane Huntington Beach, CA 92648 714/842-8589 


Siren AUTHORIZED ALPHA DEALERS: 
treet Rod Place Steve Gunder Restoratio 
Aurora, CO (30) 367.8200 Topeka, KS з 2063697 
Eagle Motor Car Company Automotive Concepts 
White Pigeon, МЇ (616) 4859900 Winston Salem, NC ИТМ» 
Paint by Foote 
Dalias, TX Ca) 2633410 


8KI CAR 


LETTERS 


адда 


tomotive upholstery shop custom таке 
one for your application. One shop that 
comes to mind is Quality Auto Uphol. 
егу at 18909 Valley Blvd., Dept. KC, 
Bloomington, CA 92316, (714) 877- 
1061. This shop has a reputation for su- 
perb craftsmanship, so check it out 


STAR-STRUCK 


hat does it take to get a car fea- 
Wiser magazine? тазе us 
finished a Classic Roadsters, Ltd. Duch. 
ess that | feel merits appearing in your 
magazine. It has been lovingly assem. 
bled and possesses many extras that 
make it a real head-turner. To see it in 
your magazine would be a dream come 
true. Also, how may | obtain a KIT CAR 
license plate? 

Wade Griffin 

Scottsdale, AZ 


To consider your car for the magazine 
we first need photos and information. 
We'd like to see a series of photos 
showing front, side, rear and overall 
views as well as engine and interior 
shots. Also, we'd like to have a written 
rundown of its technical features—en- 
gine size, suspension type, and so forth. 
Send this information to КІТ CAR, Attn: 
feature editor, 8490 Sunset Blvd., Los 
Angeles, СА 90069. if we like what we 
see, we'll have one of our staff photog 
phers or а local freelance photographer 
contact you. The only way to get a KIT 
CAR license plate is to have your car 
featured in the magazine. 


PINTO BEANS 


1 ат the proud owner of а Pinto-pow- 
ered MG-TD replica. Many of the kit 
cars you feature are powered by Ford 
four-cylinder engines. Are there many af- 
termarket high-performance parts avail- 
able for these motors, or a shop special- 
izing in them? My engine is stock right 
now, but | would like to modify it for bet- 
ter performance, 
от Yerman 
Ventura, CA 


A variety of the more common bolt-on 
parts, such as headers, intake manifolds 
and carburetors, are readily available for 
the Pinto engine from many of the larger 
high-performance parts manufacturers. 
Esslinger Engineering, 712 Montecito 
Drive, Dept. KC, San Gabriel, CA 91776, 
(213) 289-3073, specializes in Pinto 
powerplants. Esslinger stocks a huge 
selection of go-fast goodies and has а 
knowledge of the Ford four-cylinder 
that's second to none. 


= 


SEARCHING 


ve been reading your magazine for a 
few years now and am curious if you 
know of an IMSA-style fiberglass kit for 
the Datsun B-210 hatchback. | remem: 
ber reading about it back in '77 or '78 in 
either CAR CRAFT or HOT ROD Maga- 
zine. | realize it's a vague description, but 
that's all the info | have. 
Gregory Thomson 
Philadelphia, PA 


D.J. Enterprises in Canoga Park, Cali 
fornia, was the original designer and 
manufacturer of the Datsun 8-210 styl- 
ing kit you speak of, but unfortunately is 
по longer in business. However, the 
‘molds are in the hands of Mike Douglas, 
Р.О. Box 34154, Indianapolis, IN 46234, 
who is currently re-manufacturing and 
selling the five-piece fiberglass КИ. 


One For Us 


hen it comes to letter writing, 
ally have better things to do. 
just had to let you guys know that your 
technical articles and especially Т.А. 
Sunderland's column are of great ir 
est to me. | haven't seen any other kit 
car magazine worth buying for anything 
other than pictures. And although I don't 
get too carried away with photographs 
as such, КІТ САН” photography is far 
better than anything the competition has 
to offer. In terms of the How-To variety, 
KIT CAR is usually tops. 

1 have watched your publication 
change and diversity since the begin 
ning. 1 still can't understand why some 
people whine if every page of every is- 
sue isn't covered with material in their 
own area of interest. You guys are doing 
a fine job, keep it up! 

Stanley Howard 
Lewiston, ID 


usu. 


Ke 


Letters published in KIT CAR reflect 
the opinions of their writers, and do. 
not imply the endorsement of the 
magazine: All letters should be di- 
rected to KIT CAR Magazine, 8490 
Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles, СА 
90069 and should include the writ- 
ers name, address and phone num- 
ber. We reserve the right to edit 
and/or condense letters for clarity, 
brevity or other purposes. 


WE BUILD OUR CLASSIC 
To Fit YOUR CLASSIC 


THE F.I.A. LIVES! 


North American Fiberglass 289 F.I.A. 


y's ultimate small block Cobra. 
It was the machine that captured the 
Manufacturer's World Championships in 1966; and 
ble again from NORTH AMERICAN 
ind 289 Cobra 


construction and workmanship. AND for the first 
.F. is proud to offer a fully factory 
warranteed drivetrain on turn-key, F.L.A's. Once 
is first 
Call for details. (602)-966-9906. 
don't believe us? For a limited 
. will re-emburse the price 
of your airplane ticket when you come 
see our products, and make a major 
purchase. Catalogue $5.00. Full color А 
Без» SS" poster North American 


(shown) $11.50 postpaid. 1350 E. Sth Street, Tempe, Ana 
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Go AHEAD, Mic My Day 


( last, there's a portable MIG 

welder that can be operated on 
ordinary house current. The compact. 
150-атр Auto Mig is easy to use and 
comes with a comprehensive owner's 
manual and a 2%-year warranty. For 
more information, contact HTP 
America, Inc., 261 Woodwork Lane, 
Dept. KC, Palatine, IL 60067, 
1-800-USA-WELD. 


Оп Systems Go! 


Kope: synthetic gear oil is 
said to last five to 10 times longer 
than comparable petroleum-based gear 
oil lubricants. It's suitable for 
automotive Hypoid and spiral bevel 
axles, manual transmissions and all 
types of gear boxes. For more 
information, contact J.B. Chemical Co., 
Inc., 7314 Vama Ave., Dept. KC, North 
Hollywood, CA 91605, (213) 875-0028. 
40 KIT CAR 


BLock Party 


[Р гез sete tor 
high-performance street and racing 
use, the Donovan 427/454 aluminum 
big-block features a variety of design 
improvements over conventional 
ccastiron blocks, while being 130 
pounds lighter, too! All O.E.M. and 


aftermarket big-block Chevrolet parts 
are interchangeable. For more 
information, contact Donovan 
Engineering, 2305 Border Ave., Dept. 
KC, Torrance, CA 90501, (213) 
320-3772. 


МНО SAiD THAT? 


Gris Auto Alert Voice Warring 
System uses the latest in voice 
synthesis electronics to warn you of 
potential problem areas in your car. It 
Continuously monitors 13 functions, and 
if a problem is detected, Auto Alert will 
signal you with a "Check engine 
temperature order." For more 
information, contact Sun Electric Corp. 
1560 Trimble Rd., Dept. KC, San Jose, 
CA 95131, (408) 946-7500. 


" А. 
A йт 
© AND ENGINE 
~~" COMPONENTS 


STUD SERVICE 


М. Gasket's Header Stud Kit (part 
number 6312) consists of 12 
%-16 x 1% grade 8 socket heat studs 
and self-locking nuts. Perfect for those 
header installations where fastener 
clearance is a problem, For more 
information, contact Mr. Gasket 
Company, 4566 Spring Road, Dept. 
KC, Cleveland, OH 44131, (216) 
398-8300. 


SUMMER ТІМЕ 


Su Brothers has released 
'Excellence in Engineering," a 


driveline and engine component 
catalog and technical eS Tti {ull of 
descriptions of SB spools, forged steel 
axles, axle housings and much more. 
The 20-page publication has the 
benefit of two decades of engineering 
experience, and is a must for every. 
tool chest. For more information, 
contact Summers Brothers, Inc., Dept. 
KC, 530 S. Mountain Ave., Ontario, CA 
91762, (714) 986-2041. : 


The Dream Machine process makes It p: 
sports car for as little as $3,000, comp 
Manual, you will buy the materials as yoi 
retain all the safety and convenience 
technique is simple to learn, inexpensive, 


you spent $30,000! 
BUILDERS MANUAL 
complete do-It.yourself instructions 
BODY PANEL KITS - as low аз. . 
TURN-KEY MODELS - starting at . 


**See us at the Columbus Kit Car Nationals in July*" 


ossible to transform a Pinto or Bobcat into an exotic lookin 
letely finished. Following the Instructions in the Builder's 
u need them and build the custom body yourself. You will 
features of the original car. The foam-core fibergl 

and allows great flexibility of design. It only LOOKS like 


Top Fuelers! 
Funny Cars! 

Pro Stockers! 
*Outlaw" Gassers! 
The Wild Bunch! 
“Shoebox” Chevys! 
Exhibition Jets! 
Bracket Bombers! 
National Events! 
Nostalgia Drags! 


E sensn 
Don't miss an 
issue of Hot Rod's 
DRAG RACING! 
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BRADLEY GT II PARTS 


(more than we can list) 
+ Bodies; body parts; doors all door 
hardware; upholstery kits; rubber trim. 


ll glass-windshields, hatchbacks, elc 
wheels; consoles; rubber seals. 


* VW mechanical parts. 

* Motors, switching, most pats for 
Electric 

* Assembly manuals. 


Cae fest tor Bradley GT 1 we tae... orm Be 
гепатоз ao eof pa 


Жа conser serious oes on entre kwento. 


Antique & Classics 
Fountain Valley, CA 
(714) 963-5324 


Each and every month with 


DIRT 
RIDER 


All the dirt that's 
fit to print! 


If you think it's. 
worth riding, 
Dirt Rider thinks 
it's worth writing 
about. 


Motocross + Enduro 
Dual Purpose 


Now On Sale At 
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PRODUCT NEWS 


claustrophobia sometime: 

experienced when driving a kit car. The 

Harris solution is a center-section 

dropped pan that can be bolted in 

place with no fuss or hassle. Harris. 

| Engineering also offers a roling 
chassis that has extra room for your 

| body and a clear floor feature (all the 


Оп ABOARD! 


М, a rame synonymous with 
high-performance oiling systems, 
now has its own line of oil filters. 
Available for all popular makes, the 
filters feature high burst ratings, a 
thicker flange for improved gasket 


retention and an anti-drainback val 
Your Local For more information, contact Moroso 
Newsstand! Performance Products, Inc., 80 Carter 

Dr. Dept. KC, Guilford, CT 06437, 


3) 459-6571. 


one-year guara 
available in long- or si 
orm. Harris Engineering will also 
modify a suspension to a customer's 
specs. 

Contact Harris Engineering, Р.О. Вох 
885192, Dept. KC, San Francisco, CA 
5 6-4825. 


AIR-EGANT 


Ne, seal any atermarkot air 
cleaner assembly with a 5¥-inch 
neck opening can be mounted on 
Weber DGV series carburetors, thanks 
to K&N's adapter plate. For more 
information, contact K&N Engineering, 
P.O. Box 1329, Dept. KC, Riverside, 


СА 92502, (714) 684-9762. кс 


The products listed in “Product 
News" are those which the editors 
feel are of interest to our readers. All 
Specifications and claims are sup- 
plied by the manufacturers or sellers, 
Who bear responsibility for their accu- 
гасу. It is impossible for KIT CAR 
Magazine to obtain samples of all 
Products featured for evaluation and 
Verification of manufacturer's claims. 
This listing is provided as a free ser- 
vice, and vendors are invited to sub- 
mit information and black-and-white 
photos for consideration. 


Handcrafted Automobile Manufacturers Presents 


Autocvotica 86 


Featuring the most beautiful cars manufactured 
today — the cars that dreams are made of 


July 10, 11, 12 and 13, 1986 


Thursday 6 pam. to Юрт. 
Friday Noon to 10 p.m. 
Saturday Noon to 10 p.m. 
Sunday Noon to 6 p.m. 


LF DY rere «о 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


Personally meet 
and talk to the 
‘manufacturers 
of the world's 
most beautiful, 
unique cars & 
accessories. 


* 
* Handcrafted Cars 
* Neoclassic 
* 
* 


Exotics. 
Styling Kits 

ж Special Interest 
‘Automobiles 


Corvette 
Automobile 
Accessories 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
Special Show Discounts 


AUTOEXOTICA SPECIAL 
$32.00 per night 
800-634-3424 

HAM. CAR SHOW 

FOR ROOM DISCOUNT, 
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A Discussion WITH Git LONGNECKER 


By Bob McClurg 


М was just a little more than four years 

ago that Redmond, Washington, kit 
car builder Gil Longnecker captured the 
hearts of neoclassic specialty car buffs 
with his 540K, Since then, Longnecker 
and his crew at Thoroughbred Motorcars 
have been improving and refining the 
breed. 

Recently, the company has taken а 
radical departure from its neoclassic kits, 
and is now marketing a replica of the 
rare and exotic Mercedes-Benz 300 
SLA race car. Thoroughbred Motorcars 
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is a family affair. С 
‘operation, his wife S 
office and son Јен runs thi 


Earlier this year, we were able to tear 


Gil awa h schedule long 
Gil away from his busy schedule long 
enough for him to share his thoughts 
about his company and the kit car indus- 
ty. 

KIT СА! been one of the 
leading ducers in the spe 


cialty car field with your 540K. Is this ho 
you entered the industry? 


LONGNECKER: This year, we'r 
rating our 10th year in the busin 
started by reproducing Volkswagen body 
parts in fiberglass. Then we went to 
Fane buggies, and from there we began 
le European-style, two. 


SOK 1 guess with 10 years under our 
belt, you might say we're one of the sur. 
viving pioneers in the industry. 

KIT CAR: Have you always been а car 
enthusiast? 


LONGNECKER: Yes, trom the time | 
was in high school. | was one of those 
kids who was happy dechroming cars 
and lowering anything | could get my 
hands on. So customizing cars is my 
background. | also have an interest in 


both classic and imported cars. | fell in 
love with early sports cars long before | 
could ever afford to own one. They ve al 
ways had a great influence on me, which 
I guess is obvious when you look at the 
540K and 300 SLR. 

KIT CAR: Give us a little background 
yourself 

LONGNECKER: After finishi 
| went into the mobile home and 
housing business. First | was a mobile 
home dealer, then | got into the manu- 
facturing end of it. Eventually | designed 
a modular housing system that gave me 
a lot of experience in production. After a 
few years, though, | decided | had had 
‘enough, so | sold my business in Colo 
rado Springs, Colorado, and moved to 
the Pacific Northwest. 

1 got into the kit car business by a 
fluke. My son Jeff we class in 
high school called " 

He and | became involved in a number 
of mechanical projects, one of which 
was building a dune buggy. When we re 
ceived the kit from the manufacturer, | 


ower Mechanics." | 


"| FELL IN LOVE WITH EARLY 

SPORTS CARS LONG BEFORE | 

1 WAS ABLE TO AFFORD 
ONE." 


was appalled at its quality. | said, if this 
is state of the art, 1 can do better! | guess 
that was the beginning of Thoroughbred 
Motorcars. 

KIT CAR: What inspired you to build а | 
540K replica? 

LONGNECKER: At the time, | was in 
volved in producing a two-seat sports 
car called the Tiger. Our customers kept 
asking us to make the car bigger, to put 
roll-up windows in it, to make it a four- 
seater and to make a hardtop. We would 
have had to redesign the entire car, 
which would have ruined it. 

I've always admired the classic design 
of Mercedes-Benz's 500 to 540 series. | 
felt that if this car could be successfully 
replicated, we would be able to satisfy all 
of the customer requests in one neat 
package. | was lucky enough to interest 
Ken Nelson in the project. Ken had re- 
cently retired as a design specialist with 
Ford of England, and moved to Seattle, 
Washington. | can't give enough credit to 
both Ken and fabricator Pete Morley. 
Without either of these men, the 540K 
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HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 
HOT ROD 


unr oan 


Now On Sale At Your 
Local Newsstand! 


A 


of the world’s 
largest selling 


automotive publication 


о 


НОТ ROD Makes You 


Winner Every Time! 


Get behind the wheel 


SEMI-AUTOMATICS : 


амитан cust 


 NSTRIUTORS, му. S98SC72 
жоё t9, кинин, Michigan 9057 = 


might not have become а reality. 


is JUST 


Dwoma тоа 
E 


Ciccio cuss: 


4” EACH | 


SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
PELLET FIRING 
TARGET PISTOLS 


FREE 
TARGETS 
AND 50 

q REUSEABLE 
PELLETS 


саза вен 2i wit tr et 
aseo ei ti a Pe oy 
p 
жө je perta rt 
€— ce (үз 
этте congestis A 
pd 
ose Son оеш d a 


p 
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OR RIDE, ON OR OFF THE ROAD, 
WHATEVER O AP AUTOMOTIVE TITLE JUST RIGHT 
FOR YOU! 
HOT ROD • CAR CRAFT * MOTOR TREND * 
4-WHEEL & OFF-ROAD • CIRCLE TRACK * 
MOTORCYCLIST • DIRT RIDER * 


427SC COBRA KITS 
(T 


IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Bolt Mustang or Pinto components on our 4" round 
tube frame kitand own a replica Cobra for $5499 
complete kit. і 
*Cobra Bodies $999 * Optional Corvette Suspension 


*Body Frame Kits $2999 • Rolling Chassis Т 
1 'urnk: 
*Optional Jaguar front and rear end available ^ 


At Everett-Morrison Motorcars ех 
\ perienced design 
engineers are teamed up with the oldest ene 


kit cars to deliver quality prod 
Bice у products at an affordable 


For prices and information 
phone (813) 887-5: 
send $4.00 for comprehensive е8) ЕЛЫ 


EVERETT-MORRISON 
- MOTORCARS - 
зы, 

, Flor 
SHOWROOM HOURS 


Mon.-Sat. 8 to 5 
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INTERVIEW. 


KIT CAR: So the 540K 
your first commercial ki 
LONGNECKER: Yes, that car took two 
years to build. It was а genuine labor c 
love. 

KIT CAR: Have you been able to devei 
ор a profile of the typical 540K buyer? 
LONGNECKER: A variety of people 
buy our cars. I've noticed that a lot of our 
customers are airline pilots. Doctors also 
Seem to prefer our cars. In fact, theres 
a doctor in Seattle who drives his 540K 
to his condo in Palm Springs, California, 
а couple of times a year. His wife says 
he likes driving it better than his M 
cedes or Cadillac. 

KIT CAR: Jack Boehning's award-win 
ning 540K has obviously helped gain 
public recognition for your car. Has it 
helped stimulate sales? 

Editor's Note: Jack Boehning's 540K 
was awarded KIT CAR Magazine's 
"Best of Show" trophy at the third annu- 
al SAMA-sponsored Kit Car Nationals 
held last July in Detroit, Michigan. 
LONGNECKER: Absolutely. Jack's 540 
is shown on the ISCA Show Car circuit 
where there are a lot of people who have 
never seen a kit car before. Jack has 
proven that you can take a well-de- 
signed kit and turn it into a beautiful car. 
KIT CAR: So much for the 540K. Now 
you're off on another project that is sure. 
to excite a lot of people. Tell us about 
the 300 SLR. 

LONGNECKER: We saw the Alex Walk 
prototype at the SAMA show in Detroit 
1 had been looking for a companion car 
for the 540K and just fell in love with this 
SLR. it is so well done it's like we de- 
signed it ourselves. First of all it's a repli 
са of a Mercedes-Benz, which мете 
known for. The 300 SLR also has a one: 
piece body like our 540K, which, of 
Course, makes а car stronger and easie 
to assemble. The idea that we would 
build our own chassis also appealed t0 
те, and the car uses the same reliable 
Ford drivetrain components that we use 


“WE'RE INTERESTED IN 

BUILDING REPLICAS OF | 
CARS YOU CAN'T OBTAIN 

_ANY OTHER МАУ.” 


in the 540K. It fits in our product line іп 
зо many ways. Another thing | liked was 
that the 300 is a replica of a very rare 
саг, as is the 540K. | think only 10 or 11 
Of these cars were built; and Mercedes- 
lenz never sold any of them. A replica 
90 Such а rare car is very prestigious: 
You don't have to worry about seeing 
ioo many of them around. in fact, the on: 
ty 300 SLR available west of the Atlantic 
on loan from Mercedes-Benz to the 


Henty Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michi- 


<A SS SS 


а can also go пеаа 
to head а replica in the 
marketplace. Currently, there are some 
excellent mid-Fifties sports car replicas 
available, and | think the 300 SLR is one 
ет. We at Thoroughbred Motorcars 
are interested in building replicas of cars 
that you can't obtain any other way. 
KIT CAR: Now that you have success- 
fully bridged the gap in the marketplace 
with both a neoclassic and a sports car, 
how do you plan on promoting both? 
LONGNECKER: We're becoming а lot 
more aggressive. Until now, | guess you 
could say that our cars sold by word of 
mouth. When we received requests for 
literature, we referred the person to а 
customer in his area who had built one 
©! our cars. From there, the product usu- 
ally sold itself. But now, we've hired a 
Sales manager, and we'll be doing a lot 
of trade shows and other projects. 

KIT CAR: Gil, your son Jett is very in 
volved in the business. Has this been 
beneficial to the growth of the company? 
LONGNECKER: Jeff grow up with the 
business. He's really taken a keen inter- 
est in the company. He runs our produc: 
tion shop and has contributed a lot of 
creative ideas pertaining to the market- 
ng, production and advertising aspects 
of our products. Between going to col- 
lege and working here, he keeps pretty 
busy. 

KIT CAR: Are you a supporter of the 
manufacturers’ trade association соп. 
cept to help govern the kit car industry? 
LONGNECKER: | fee! that the industry 
is in a maturing state. There is an evolu: 
tionary process going on where the mar- 
ginal manufacturers are slowly being 
weeded out. The customers now de- 
mand better products, and the industry 
must become more professional. One 
way to do this is by getting involved with 
other manufacturers to protect mutual 
interests, and help the industry as a 
whole. 

KIT CAR: Right now, the question of 
government involvement in the industry 
is a hot topic. Care to share with us your 
feelings on that? 

LONGNECKER: | fee! it would be a mis- 
take (for the government) to make it im- 
possible for there to be another Henry 
Ford. That's what can happen when too 
many stringent regulations are placed on 
a small industry. You don't have an um- 
brella of protection for the little guy. The 
kit car industry is where many new ideas 
form, and it's a business where the little 
guy can start out on a shoestring, pro- 
duce a good product, and make some- 
thing of himself. I'm in favor of the gov- 
ernment giving exemptions to smaller 
businesses, providing they meet certain 
baseline standards. The kit car industry 
should be nurtured rather than starved 
by unreasonable government regula- 
tions! кс 


Y-DIRECT OVER 40% 
OFF LIST 


LWP, 


‘The "Original" CLASSIC SERIES with Chrome Bezels 
$199.95 plus $4.00 UPS shipping. 

Complete set as pictured with ай senders, adapters lighting and instructions. 
Brand new, full warranty, Each set packaged same way we ship to many replicar 
manufacturers. Pay by VISA, MasterCard, certified check or money order. (NO 

C.O.D). Phone for fastest service. Offer limited at these prices and may be withdrawn 
at any time. Specify type of kit, kit-manufacturer, engine and transmission. 
Add $37 for Quartz Clock or $41 for matching Tachometer. 
Further information and color Catalog — Send $2.00. 


CLASSIC INSTRUMENTS CO. 


2120 Maple Terrace West Linn, Oregon 97068 


(803) 653-5600. 


+ Fuel Tank * Door Latches 

* Side Louvers * Dash Panel 

* Assembled and Fitted, $6995.00 
* All Cobra Accessories Available 


Send $3.00 for information to: 


UNIQUE MOTORCARS 

230 E. Broad Street 
Gadsden, Alabama 35903 
(205) 546-3708 
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Сов IN A Box 
t should come as no surprise that апд a half years. Gravetti's kit utilizes the 
many English companies manufacture same components as the exotic Cob 

aluminum Cobra replicas, as the origi- — reproductions, which include Jaguar sus. 

nals were only highly modified, English pension parts, four-wheel disc 
aluminum-bodied sports cars. Gravetti and {ull-leather interior. The 

Engineering Limited (Units 20-3С, Quar- 

туйе Industrial Estate, Mere, Wiltshire, 

England BA12 6LA) has been manufac 


the serious enthusiast 


holds-barred Cobra replica. Plans to 
turing Cobra reproductions for quite market Gravetti’s Cob in a box kit and 
some time, and has offered aluminum aluminum bodies in America are in ti 
bodies as an option for more than two — works. 


Waar, МЕ Worry? 

ormer KIT CAR Magazine editor Bob 

McClurg hasn't slowed his pace 
since entering the harrowing world of 
free-lancing. Case in point. From the 
week of March 14 to March 22, 1986, 
Bob took а one-day trip to Washington, 
D.C. on Friday the 14th to appear опа 
10-minute specialty car segment tor 
‘CBS News Nightwatch," then the next 
day he helped stage the First Annual 
Eloy Gran Prix/Budweiser Car Show and 
Concours in Eloy, Arizona, and he 
topped the week off by tying the knot 
with photojournalist, Barbara Elaine 
Reyes the following Saturday. 
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UnumiTEo Ciassics 
and Becky Saunders at Classi 
B niimited (518 Woodiawn Aves 
Owosso, MI 48867) specialize in kit cars 
ют Classic Roadsters’ product line, but 
will assist with or build any kit for a cus- 
tomer. The firm's entry into the kit car 
construction business was inspired by 
еску, who convinced Ed that it would 
be a good venture for them. Feel free to 


give either Ed or 
925-6817, Е Of Becky a call at (517) 


Hor Вор Goes Kir 


CARS—AGAIN 
[оа Petersen's пазнр maga 
ine HOT ROD featured two kit rods 
including Magoo's fiberglass-bodied 
street rod and the building of a Speed 
ay Motors lowboy. TI esults were 
Outstanding. This year will be even bet 
ter. The June 1986 issue features three 


plica and CRE Enterprises 
Track-T. Inside you'll find informative ar- 
ticles including a complete buyers 
Guide, road tests and a weaith of tips for 
the prospective kit car builder. These 
features will help enlighten newcomers 
to what our sport has to offer, and is 
good reading for current and soon-to-be 
kit car enthusiasts. 


THE SHow Must Go ON 

пе of Contemporary Cobra's most 
Rees efigressive dealers, Ron and Kathy 
Russell's R.A.C.E., Inc., recently staged 
its annual Cobra open house at the Rus- 
Sells! spacious Diamond Bar, California. 
facility, The weather wasn't too kind to 
the Russells, but a itle rain (more like а 
{eluge) didn't dampen their enthusiasm 
ni least. They just cleared out their 
Seca garage (including the family's 
тен Corvette) and held the show inside, 
Теге Were six Cobras at the affair and 
Ruout 100 folks who sampled Kathy, 

lussell's award-winning chill 


CLASSROOM CLASSIC 
he auto mechanics cla 
Stearns High School in Milinock 

Maine, have joined the ranks of Ameri 
ca's Kit car builders. Merton Rivers 
Stearns' automotive instructor, pur 
chased a Classic Roadsters Duke kit 
from Kit & Kaboodle in Orono, Maine, 
and enlisted the members of his auto 
shop classes to assist in the car's con 
struction. The project began with the dis 
assembly of a 1974 Mustang II donor ve 
hicie. Every component was either ге 
built or reconditioned before installation. 
The Ford V6 engine was treated to a 
new performance camshatt, intake mani- 
fold and four-barrel carburetor. At last re- 
port, the project was moving along nicely 
with only the wiring, lights and interior in- 
stallation remaining. We can't wait to 
see the results. 


GHIA SPEEDSTER 

iberglass Specialties (Rt. 8, Box 400, 

Stones Landing, Montgomery, TX 
77356, 409/588-4117) announces the 
release of the James/Stone Speedster 
styling kit for VW Karmann Ghias. The 
conversion is available in a simple, 
three-piece fiberglass kit and fits any 
Ghia, both hardtop and convertible. It 
features а one-piece front clip that is 
bonded to the existing sheetmetal. Two 
rear fender skins are attached in the 
same manner as the front clip. All stock 
wiring, lights and related hardware can 
be retained in the conversion. This kit is 
perfect for the first-time builder, and 
quickly transforms any stock Ghia into a 
real eye-catcher. Price for the James/ 
Stone Speedster kit is $1995. Kc 


LOOK WHO'S GONE COBRA! 
The House of Z joins the Contemporary Cobra gang. 

Charlie's House of 2, long known for it's high performance Datsun, Z-car 

engineering is now proud to announce that The House of Z is now a RACE. 

Inc: Los Angeles distributor for the Contemporary Cobra. 

( y x / 


The House of 
it too! So if youre ready to buy a Cobra replica, and 
House of Z* put you in the drivers’ seat! 
THE HOUSE OF Z, 15314 Dickens 5t, Sherman Oaks, Calif. 
91403 - (818) 990-6622 
* Remember! We also build the exciting 


сап build you that Cobra replica of your dreams, AND service] 
з your turf, let the 


convertible! 


Call Toll-Free: 
(800) 245-1369. 

1а Pennsylvania: 
(412) 339-3541 
British Coach Works, 
Lid. Dept PKC 
Amold, PA 15068. 


prices . . 


ON THE BEST MG- 
REPLICA IN THE WO 


Last year after an exhaustive 
{international search, Schweppes USA Limited, 
makers of the Great British Bubbly, 

selected BCW as the best 

quality, most authentic MG-TD. 
replica anywhere! 

They bought 

over 50 BCW's for a 
major national 
promotion. АШ 
performed flawlessly! 


Different From 
Any Other Kit 


Because British Coach Works is 
the leader in producing factory 
Fished ears. which they build from their 
own hits. these kits are absolutely complete! 
With pretrimmed, peedelled body panels and 
a very comprehensive assembly manual, is 
by far the easiest kit to build. The body is 
handcrafted from new high-tech steel re- 
ialosced gas fiber composites. Every detail 
is authentic from the chromed brass grill to 
the fold down windshield. The frame is ultra 
rigid mig welded tubular steel, drilled and 


О BCW. Model 52 Information Package & 
Comparative Buyer's Guide (33 өске). 

О Engincering/Assembly Manual with chassis 
preparston instractions, over 300 photon. 

($30 enclosed —Refandable) 


Mame —— — 


г 
| 
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| 


жм. == 
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емей to сни ve sin witout | sune aes 
welding. Tis i the ultimate replica — an x = 

d rE peek coleaorqualty | 2 

Sutomoble made to last а lifetime! pe o e 
Send coupon or call for our | а ана 

‘comprehensive literature and с Card 

assembly instructions. | в mem 
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Ir BEGINS Амр Ем 


By Peter W. Froy 


DS WITH AVERRE Hor ROADSTER 


erícan Tracy 
Power is unusual but o; = 
"does wnat i 


Steve Averre. VW. 
the Averro Track-T 


With the cover removed, notice what direction the engine 
is facing. That's right fans, the Averre Track T is 
mid-engined—sort of, anyway. 


to reality, fate takes a hand. So it was with the 
Averre track roadster—the creation of brothers 
Phil and Steve Averre. 

Phil put his first metric wrench to a VW when he 
was 14 years old. That wrench-to-bolt contact has 
shaped the lives of he and his brother. Today, 
instead of going their separate ways, they run a VW 
Parts store and wrecking yard in Longview, 
Washington. In their Spare time, Phil and Steve create 
Some radical machinery . . . Volkswagen-powered 
machinery, of course. 

"Our track roadster began to take shape when Phil 
bought the nose section and grille from a company 
called Speedway,” recalls Steve. “Не saw it and 
knew at once that someday we'd build a car around 
it. Since we make our living buying and selling VW 
parts, this kind of project was a natural for us." 


Sous: IN THE evolution of a kit car, from idea 


The Averre Track T has а 
removeable seat back 
that makes access to the 
engine infinitely easier. 


Any aircooled engine needs a steady flow of cool alr 
апа an opening fo exhaust the hot stuff. Handling this 
оп the Track T is а set of slots in the top of the turtleback 
body section. 


Апа a successful one at that. The brothers make a 
point of attending all the VW events in the Pacific 
Northwest area where the car has been a sensation. 
They even ventured into the tough California show 
scene and received a “Best Kit Car" award at the 
May 1985 Bug-A-Rama event in Sacramento 

This prestigious honor led to the creation of a 
2x3-inch rectangular tube frame, after Phil purchased 
the nose and grille. Built by an outfit called Abernathy 
Creek Machine, the frame has a 106-inch wheelbase 
and has mounting points for a variety of hardware. 

The custom-made front ‘suspension is patterned 
after the one that was used on Indy cars in the 
mid-'50s, with Harley-Davidson shock absorbers for a 
smooth ride. A 1979 VW Rabbit rack and pinion 
steering is used, with spindles, front discs and rear 
drums from a 1969 Type Ill VW. The tubular A-arms 
in front were built by Abernathy Creek Machine using 
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Seeing Red On Ave. 


Type lil bal joints. In back is a standard 1967 VW 
Beetle suspension setup, stock shocks and torsion 
bars. 

Holding up the chassis is a combination of wheels 
and tires that would make any purist 
livid—15x5.5-inch Kelsey Hayes wire wheels with 
145x15 Michelin radials in front, and a set of 
15x8-inch McLean wires and 245-60/15 Riken tires in 
back. The unifying factor in this odd but handsome 
assortment of components is а set of early Ford 
stainless steel hubcaps. 

The engine under the neatly styled turtledeck rear 
bodywork originated as a 1972 VW motor displacing 
1776 сс. Not content with the performance of this 
stock engine, Phil and Steve had it bored and stroked 
to 90.5x69 millimeters, installed a hotter cam (466 lift, 
288 duration), fitted it with Crane valve springs and а 
pair of 44 IDF Weber carburetors. Also included is a 
Set of 90.5 forged pistons, Truehaft ignition system, 
ported and polished heads with oversized valves, 
counterweighted crankshaft, deep-sump oil pan and a 
set of custom-built 1.5-inch-diameter tube headers. All 
work, including balancing, was done by Jon Martin of 
Castle Machine and the ever-present Abernathy 
Creek Machine. 

Power from this potent mill is transmitted to the 
rear tires via a rebuilt 1967 VW Type | transaxle, 
nine-spring clutch from a VW bus, and topped off with 
а Hurst shifter. Air-Cooled Automotive modified the 
transmission with a 4.10:1 ring and pinion and 
"Beef-A-Diff" kit 

Giving all this mechanical wizardry an eye-catching 
quality is a fiberglass replica of a 1927 Ford Model T 


Notice how neat every aspect of the car Is 


1o the winds T 
Li ishleld mounting hardware. And no rearview 
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body painted with GM Crimson Red acrylic enamal, 
The took of the car is further distinguished by "King 
Bee" headlights and taillamps from a 1939 Ford. 
Body and paintwork was done by Al Wilson. 

Maintaining the same leve! of quality, the 
upholstery was done by Jim's Auto Upholstery (4002 
Sevan Beach Hwy., Longview, WA). It's finished off in 
biscuit-colored Naugahyde. The gauges are VDO 

‘Night Design” units, the burley maple custom 
dashboard by King Kraft, and the tidy, professional 
wiring courtesy of Ty Hil 

Building the "Ave. T" track roadster took 47 days 
and involved the talents of those previously 
mentioned, as well as Fred Smith and Ron Horman. 
When completed, Phil and Steve Averre put their 
creation through performance testing and made the 
following claims. At 4000 rpm in fourth gear, the car 
cruises smoothly at 110 mph. At 50 mph braking 
distance is less than 50 feet. And not only does the 
car look great, go fast and turn heads, it averages 
26.7 mpg. 

“We only drive it when the sun shines, which may 
account for why it only has 654 miles on it so far,” 
adds Phil. “Future plans necessitate the installation of 
а blower, which should raise the performance level of 
the roadster out of sight. Still, with all its capabilities, 
the Ave. T is basically a VW-based kit car, which 
makes it easy to repair, inexpensive to modify, and 
definitely fun to drive. If everyone had a car like this, 
you'd see a lot more smiling people,” Phil speculates. 

The brothers Averre aren't in the business of 
building kit cars for sale to the public, but chances 
are that if you contact them at their shop (4510. 
Ocean Beach Highway, Longview, WA 98362, 
206/425-1119), they'll supply you with whatever you 
need to build your own red "smile generator.” ^ KC 


This unlikely 
combination of 
wheels and fires 
seems as though 
it couldn't 
possibly work, but 
it doos—both 
functionally and 
‘aesthetically. 


Notice the front 
suspension 
hardware which, 
though VW-based, 
definitely has an 
American '505 
look, except for 
the use of huge 
disc brakes 
Instead of huge 
drums. 
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EUGENE, OREGON 97405 


The accelerator thrusts forward, sparks fly, you smell the wheels 
smoking, and the course becomes a blue blur, as CIRCLE TRACK 
puts YOU in the driver's seat! 


Every month America’s fastest growing magazine for oval track racing 
enthusiasts celebrates the sport you love best with exhilarating editorial 
and colorful action photos. 


CIRCLE TRACK's experts also provide invaluable dollar-saving advice on 
engine technology, suspension and chassis setups for all kinds of cars 
and a special tech section written monthly by the legendary master 
Smokey Yunick. Whether you're into stock cars, sprint cars, midgets, or 
Indy cars, CIRCLE TRACK covers the entire spectrum of racing to put you 
in the driver's seat! 


Now On Sale At Your 
Local Newsstand 
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ported and polished heads with oversized valves, 
counterweighted crankshaft, deep-sump oil pan and a 
set of custom-built 1.5-inch-diameter tube headers. All 
work, including balancing, was done by Jon Martin of 
Castle Machine and the ever-present Abernathy 
Creek Machine. 

Power from this potent mill is transmitted to the 
rear tires via a rebuilt 1967 VW Type | transaxle, 
nine-spring clutch from a VW bus, and topped off with 
а Hurst shifter. Air-Cooled Automotive modified the 
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The accelerator thrusts forward, sparks fly, you smell the wheels 
smoking, and the course becomes a blue blur, as CIRCLE TRACK 
puts YOU in the driver's seat! 


Every month America's fastest growing magazine for oval track 
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and colorful action photos. 
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250 LM—UNPRETENTIOUS AND APPEALING 


By Andy Willsheer 


Ithough the notion of fitting a replica 
Ferrari body on a mundane Volks 
wagen pan may seem a litle incongru 
ous, there's no denying the visual appeal 
of the hybrid example shown here. 
Based upon the Le Mans Berlinetta 
model of the early Sixties, the 250 LM 
eplica's dimensions are elongated to 
ссер! a 2+2 configuration, but the end 
jfesult is not a far cry from the original's 
(һе lines. Okay, so fans of the prancing 
horse marque тау scoff at this imperti- 
nent impersonator, but there's no pleas 
ing everyone! 
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This kit has been available on the UK 
market for almost four years and while 
the component-form prototype was de- 
signed with the ubiquitous VW air-cooled 
flat-four in mind, this particular version 
combines Porsche power with an appro- 
priately modified chassis. 

The basic kit includes a one-piece 
“glass bodyshell (supplied part-trimmed 
in whichever gel-coat finish the customer 
Tequires), doors, hood, siiding side win- 
dows plus trunk lid already fitted. All bolt 
holes are pre-marked on the body, which 
is mated to the donor Bug floorpan at 


the stock mounting points. 

Offered in two more-advanced stages 
о! completion and even in turn-key form, 
this fake Ferrari combines practicality 
with ease of construction for those kit 
car enthusiasts who like to take the do. 
it-yourselt route. 

"The raucous red demonstrator proved 
to be a lively performer on the narrow, 
winding country lanes surrounding the 
small manufacturer's premises, though 
оп а long journey the accompanying 
noise intrusion could become a 
wearisome. 

Entry and exit from the low-slung vehi 
cle is easy for front seat occupants, but 
medium-sized passengers intending to 
sit in the back must be contortionists. A 
modicum of luggage space is available 
up front but baggage can also be 
slashed on the seats in a squeeze. The 
addition of an under-dash parcel tray 
wouldn't be a bad idea either. 

Price of the 250 LM kits vary between 
$2600 and $5000, with factory-built ver- 
sions commanding a premium of about 
50 percent above the latter figure. A Ro- 
ver V8-engined version is also available 
and interested parties can obtain further 
information on the 250 LM variants by 
contacting Peter Bernthal at: 


К. Sharman & Company, 

Unit 2, 

Gun Hill, 

Dedham, 

Colchester, 

Essex, 

England 

Telephone: (0206) 322710. Ke, 


SEE & READ ABOUT ALL YOUR 
FAVORITE REPLICARS & STREET RODS 
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Shelby Cobra replicas featured!! 
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Віш DEVIN: A TALE OF LEGENDS LOST AND Cars 


BEFORE THEIR TIME 


By Peter W. Frey 


ONG BEFORE THERE was a Carroll 
Shelby, there was a Bill Devin. His 
name may not be as familiar as 

Shelby's these days, but while Shelby 

was still day-dreaming of the car that 

would ultimately change automotive 
history, Devin was already on the 
market with а super-lightweight, 
high-powered, two-seat sports car—the 

Devin SS—that was the envy of every 

‘ar freak in America and would blow 

the doors off just about anything else 

that was available at the time. 

Too bad his timing was so lousy. 
Had Devin waited 10 years to pull his 
fiberglass rabbit out of the hat, things 
might have turned out considerably 
different. 

The year was 1953. The post-World 
War II technology boom had brought 
fiberglass out of the laboratory and into. 
the marketplace, and Devin was 
building boats out of it... a lot of 
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boats. Enough boats, in fact, that he 
could afford to travel to the Ferrari 
factory in Maranello, Italy, pick out a 
new chassis, draw a rough sketch of 
the body he wanted on the back of an 
envelope, and hire the famed 
coachbuilder Scaglietti to build it 

Legend has it that Dino Ferrari, son 
of the Commentadore himself, saw the 
car and was so taken with its flowing 
lines that he used the shape as the 
basis for the then-new four-cylinder 
Monza roadster. The Monza begat the 
Mondial, which went on to become one 
of the most desirable of the '50s 
Ferraris, and served to influence the 
styling of an entire generation of sports 
cars, including the famed Reventlow 
Scarabs. 

Whether there is any truth to the 
legend or not, it is a fact that when 
Devin got the car back to his boat 
works in El Monte, California, he had a 


> 


mold made of the aluminum Ferrari 
body, produced a fiberglass replica, 
and began the process of transforming 
himself from a well-to-do boat builder 
into the father of the modern kit car. 
Too sweeping a judgment? Perhaps. 
Are we ignoring others who played 
major roles and are equally deserving 
of mention? Certainly there were а 
great many innovators and enthusiasts 
Who contributed to the evolution of the 
kit car (and we will tell their stories in 
Upcoming issues), but Devin was the 
first to bring production-based 
‘engineering and design to a field that 
Was populated largely by backyard 
tinkerers with delusions of grandeur. 
Consider. Up to the point when 
Devin threw his efforts and resources 
into the process of creating a 
State-of-the-art kit car, most vehicles 
9n the market were crude, half-finished 
fiberglass shells that required the 


standard of the industry, 
and the “Import Car of the 
Year” award is an equally 
coveted trophy. MOTOR 
TREND also features owner 
survey reports, documenting 
comments of owners to 
determine their satisfation 
with a particular vehicle. 
MOTOR TREND, committed 
to editorial excellence with 
every informative and 
entertaining issue. A “world 
class” magazine for 
automotive enthusiasts of all 
ages! 


MOTOR TREND offers its 
audience the most 
comprehensive general 
automotive publication on к 
the newsstand today! Each 36 CORVETTE Convertible 
issue contains road tests, slags oma 
sneak previews, y 

international reports, 
retrospect section, and 
special features highlighting 
everything from the latest 
car stereo systems to 
colorfully illustrated design 
evolutions of new models! 
Our editors have 
established the “Саг of the 
Year” award as the 
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talents of a master fabricator to turn them 
into finished products. Devin was the 
‘one who researched the kit car market 
and realized that the enthusiasts who 
built them were likely to use any one of 
а variety of chassis for their creations. 
But for a manufacturer to create molds 
to fit ай the various width and wheelbase 
scenarios wes financially prohibitive. 

So Devin created а modular mold 
with sections that could be added or 
removed to adapt the dimensions of 
the body to whatever chassis the buyer 
had in mind. His earliest product was 
designed for a Chevrolet chassis, but 
by 1958, he had amassed 27 different 
bodies with the capability to fit chassis. 
varying in width from 40 to 52 inches 
and from 78 to 106 inches in 
wheelbase... and any one of them 
could be had in bare shell form for a 
paltry $295. 

But it was the other pieces Devin 
offered that set him apart from his 


peers, pieces that other manufacturers 
forced you to either do without, 
fabricate for yourself or scrounge 
through junkyards for. Devin offered an 
inner fiberglass “liner” that bonded to 
the cockpit to form the seats and 
transmission tunnel. Also available 
were inner door panels, headrests, 
windshields and ail sorts of other 
‘amenities that made Devin cars the 
class of the field and helped kit cars 
make the leap from being the exclusive 
toys of a small group of hard-core 
enthusiasts to everyday transportation 
‘And, as always, a class act works. 
By the mid-'50s, Devins were the rage 
‘among enthusiasts and were being 
used as the foundation for a variety of 
popular "specials," including Dean 
Moon's Moonbeam Bonneville car and 
V8-powered road racers by Ak Miller 
and John "Bat" Masterson. Such was 
the success and fame of the Devin kit 
cars that word spread overseas, and 


опе day Bill Devin got a call from 
Malcom McGregor, a car builder in 
Belfast, Ireland, seeking some advice 
оп body mounts for a chassis he was 
building. Devin was so impressed with 
the chassis that the two got together 
to form Devonshire Engineering, and 
hatched a plan that could, and should 
have given Bill Devin the legendary 
status that Carroll Shelby went on to 
claim. 

Devonshire Engineering would build 
the chassis in Ireland, then ship them 
to Devin's shop in El Monte where he 
would turn them into finished 
vehicles... and he'd have 
accomplished the trick of turning his kit 
car operation into a legitimate 
manufacturer of high-performance 
sports cars. It almost worked. 

The Devin SS was, by the standards 
of the day, a terrific car. The chassis 
supplied by Devonshire was beautifully 
designed and fabricated of 
three-inch-diameter tubing, fully 
triangulated, and complete with 
side-impact protection and stiffening 
hoops under the cowl and behind the 
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Bugatti CUP 33 
Gran Prix 


you with old world quality and value by 


Che Ironsmith 


Ron Mitro and Ed Rivard 

Eds trophy winning customized TYP 35 won the 1985 AHA 
Long Distance Award. Oser 7000 miles from London. Ontario 
to Knotts Berry Farm, CA and return. 


CHASSIS AND MECHANICAL KIT ‘A 
BODY, UPHOLST. AND TRIM KIT ‘B’. 
COMPLETE ‘A’ plus *B' KIT 
CUSTOM BUILT FROM AS 
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OUR COMPLETE KIT IS STILL $4995 (U.s.) 


Every nut, bolt, screw, wire and bracket is provided. 
You have the FUN of building without the hassle of 
chasing down obscure parts. 


FUN TO BUILD — A JOY TO DRIVE 
TRUE SPORTS CAR PERFORMANCE 
50-50 weight distribution 

* Low center of gravity 
= Accurate 4 coil suspension 


* Front engine Pinto/Mustang 
power up to 175+ HP 


For a complete information packet send $2.00 to; 
U.S.A. or is CANADA 
The Jronsmith Jur. EB. Enterprises 
9621 189^ Avenue 169 Price Street. 
Forest Lake, MN 55025 London, Ontario N5Z 2J6 
(612) 464-2331 (519) 451-5069 


GREAT LAKES 
MOTOR CARS CORP. _ 
$ 7 


If you are an M.G. “TF” purist ask about our TF 


* Deceptively Accurate 
* Incredibly Fast 

* Exquisitely Tasteful 

* Uniquely Affordable 


Great Lakes Motor Cars Corp. 


1800 with MGB drive train and suspension. 


Brochure $5.00 


The fearless may request the V-8 supplement 


for $1.00 additional. 


16 Main Street East, Rochester, New York 14614 * 716-924-7930 


seats that acted as rudimentary 
follbars. There was even a welded 
aluminum firewall and foot boxes that 
Separated the engine from the cockpit 
Power was supplied by a 
283-cubic-inch, 280hp Corvette VB 
mated to a Muncie four-speed manual 
transmission. The front suspension was 
comprised of parallel wishbones and 
сој springs, with massive Girling disc 
brakes (in an era when most cars, 
even sports cars, still had drum. 
brakes). In the rear was an unusual 
DeDion independent suspension setup, 
with parallel trailing arms and Girling 
discs mounted inboard. 

“The result of all of this parts pairing 
was arguably the most sophisticated 
chassis available in 1958, and Devin 
carried the top-quality theme 
throughout the car, with triple-laced 
wire wheels, leather bucket seats, full 
Complement of Stewart-Warner gauges 
wood-rimmed steering wheel, side 

curtains and convertible lop. 
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The fiberglass bodywork was 
superbly finished, and with most of the 
Devin SSs painted red they were 
Mequently mistaken for a Ferrari, which 
Was not so much of a compliment 25 
n innocent mistake. Corvettes of the 
day һай drum brakes, a live axle ear 
Suspension and a 0 to 60 time of 6.6 
Seconds. Zero to 100 mph took 18 
Seconds, and, with a fuet.injected 
engine, a Corvette cost about $5000. 
The Devin SS cost $5950, had 
independent suspension, disc brakes, à 
бо 60 time of 4.2 seconds, and would 
accelerate from 0 to 100 in just 12 
seconds. To get that level of 
performance in any other car would 
Rave required a trip to Italy, and double 
the money, which you would spend on 
the very Ferrari that Devins were 
frequently mistaken for. 

Which leaves us trying to explain 
why--despite the car's mechanical 
sophistication and attention to detail, 
despite a massive advertising 


campaign, despite the glowing reports 
Ga nthusiast magazines, and despite 
the fact that a group of Chevrolet 
engineers with sports car backgrounds 
Granted to make Bill Devin the 
high-performance legend that Carrol 
Shelby eventually became at Ford—the 
Devin SS was Bill Devin's Waterloo, 
the hot property that nobody wanted, 
the seemingly certain success that ` 
Somehow never got off the ground. 

‘Too late for the immediate post-war 
performance car craze, їоо early for 
{he horsepower madness of the '60s, 
He was the right man in the right place 
with the right product, but at the wrong 
time. No precise figures exist, but it is 
likely that no more than 15 of the 
Devin SS models were ever built 

"Then came the scrambling. Zora 
Duntov had no stomach for two 
roosters in Chevrolet's henhouse, so 
the GM/Devin connection never 
happened. Devin then tried to get 
funding to build а hundred of his cars 
so they could be passed off as GT 
racers, but was unable to find backing 
He continued to advertise the SS, even 
into the mid-'60s, but sold only a few. КС 


The Legend is Now a BIMONTHLY! 


When Ford’s phenomenal pony car 
first appeared on the scene, it 
became an instant legend! And 
when Hot Rod’s MUSTANG first hit 
the newsstands, a new bestseller 
was born! Now, the popular 
publication is available “bimonthly” 
for the legions of Mustang fans 
the world over! Each exciting 
issue features colorful photo 
spreads, technical restoration 
tips, new products, club 
activities, parts sources, show 
coverage and more! If you want 
to know all the latest 
information on your favorite 
pony car, Hot Rod MUSTANG 
is your #1 source! 
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Мем body clip drastically reshapes 
the Fiero's rear end. Original Ferrari 
taillights are nice but aren't cheap. 
Fiero owners will be hard-pressed to 
‘spot their favorite transportation 
under new fiberglass. Notice the 
extensive ventwork on engine cover 
апа the shark gills on lower rear 
quarters. 


20: car will continue to increase in popularity. 
i 
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fore) em uction was ‘even completed. This 
их iny was further guaranteed by. the 
production, Over the Оа that 
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ith current prices well 
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RED ALERT! 


legend. Equipped with four overhead cams and 32 


valves, the motor produces more than 400 
horsepower. The GTO's drivetrain is positioned 
longitudinally, which allows the powerplant to sit 
closer to the pavement. This setup is opposite that о! 
its cousin the 308 GTB, which has transverse 
mounting. The GTO's chassis and suspension also 
uphold Ferrari's tradition. 

No one was surprised by the GTO's awesome 
styling. Though the obvious resemblance to the 308 
can be seen, the new GTO has been updated in both 
styling and performance. We're not trying to detract 
from the 308 GTB, but we're talking a whole different 
ball game here. The GTO's body panels were given 
an unprecedented Italian touch. Curves were added 
in all the right places. Styling lines were changed to 
give the car that extra pizzazz, which helps give 
Ferraris their distinctive flair. Additionally, these 
panels feature state-of-the-art materials, such аз 
Kevlar, carbon fiber and Nomex. All of these 
enhancements, including lots of horses and fabulous 
handling, packaged in a beautiful wrapper weighs only 
2555 pounds. The result—an incomparable work of art. 

So where does this handsome price tag leave us 
average people who want to own this magnificent 
machine? Well, my fellow Ferrari fans, all is not lost. 
Enter three enterprising young men from Eugene, 
Oregon: Mike Kenney, Tom Landgreen and Rick May. 
‘They are the brain trust behind the Alden-Thomas 

ITO styling kit. Alden-Thomas Motorcars (2795 

iarfield, Eugene, OR 97405) was created at about 
the same time we saw our first pictures of the 
new Ferrari GTO. It captivated the hearts of these 
three men, as well as the rest of the world. And since 
they couldn't afford an original, they decided to build 
their own, 


jade it all ha, 


Ed Hubbs and Davia Gallhouse, ` >” 7 fo ight; designers Tom Landgreon, 
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ntiac Fiero was chosen as the base for their 

e rot the GTO fora peche vey portant 
it provides а good foundation for ће kit as 

‘accepting the transformation easily. Radical 
component construction also makes the job simpler 
since the Fiero's body panels are non-stressed parts 
and are easy to remove and install. The Fiero’s 
performance and road manners, while not even close 
fo that of its Italian counterpart, will satisfy most 
drivers. Lastly, the Fiero's growing popularity. The 
Fiero Owners Club of America has more than 6000 
members, which is a good supply of potential 
customers. 

The project began when Mike purchased a plastic, 
scaled-down model of a Pontiac Fiero. He then 
proceeded to modify it to resemble the GTO. With the 
Scaled-down model and initial research completed, it 
appeared as though Mike and his partners' original 
idea that the Fiero would make an excellent base for 
the GTO styling kit was correct. Research continued, 
drawings were made and the team decided to keep 
going with the project. 

The next step was the development of a full-scale 
mock-up, so the team purchased a 1985 Pontiac 
Fiero. The transformation from Fiero to GTO began 
with bonding sheet foam to the Fiero's body panel 
and molding it to the GTO's shape. After the foam 
was shaped correctly, fiberglass cloth was installed, 
which began to give the Fiero a GTO look. 

It was during this part of the project that we at KIT 
CAR Magazine first learned of it. We received a letter 
from Mike in which he explained the project's 
concept. Included was a number of questions he 
thought we'd be able to help him with, and snapshots 
of the early mock-up. We contacted him immediately 
to find out when we could see it 

We got our first glimpse of the car at the Northern 
California Kit Car Show a couple of months later (see 
article in March '86 KIT CAR, page 60). Although we 


version 


Rick May, Mike Kenney and bodymen 


Side air intakes are copies of 
originals and route fresh air to 
engine compartment. Note absence 
of door handles and the redesigned 
sailplanes. Gas filler door on driver's 
side is functional while passenger- 
side oil filler is only cosmeti 


saw only a rough mock-up in unfinished fiberglass, 
the shape of the car was very close to the GTO's, 
which tells us that a lot of hard work went into its 
development. Mike, Rick and Tom explained that 
some improvements were going to be made, and they 
hoped to have the kit available by the summer of 
1986. By now we were very enthusiastic and informed 
them that we would be interested in following the kit's 
development. 

Since then, the guys at Alden-Thomas have been 
extremely busy. Numerous areas of the car were 
changed, inspected for accuracy and then modified to 
resemble the GTO. When they felt that the mock-up 
was near completion, Dave Gailhouse and Ed Hubbs 
were hired to finish the bodywork and prepare the 
prototype components so that a set of molds could 
be constructed 

The Ferrari shape and body lines have been 
captured and successfully transferred to the Fiero. 
Small changes and revisions were made to 
compensate for the Fiero base, but the flow of the 
Italian design is intact. The front spoiler has been 
slightly extended but can be modified. The only other 
major difference is the kit's overall height. It is much 
taller than the original from the top of the doors and 
up, but the effect is outstanding 

For our photo session of the car, we chose a 
location next to the Рге'в Trail near the University of 
Oregon campus. During the shoot, one group of 
long-distance runners asked us if the car was а 
Ferrari GTO. An hour later, the same group returned 
and stopped to investigate. We explained that the car 
was a Fiero with a GTO styling kit. Even with the 
knowledge that this wasn't an original, the runners 
Couldn't resist looking back for another glimpse of the 
саг as they continued on their journey. That's the 
effect the car had everywhere we took it. 

Basically, the kit consists of 10 major body panels, 
eight vent panels, a grille and an array of driving 
lights and assembly hardware. Installation is 


Alden/Thomas conversion leaves engine compartment and rear storage area 
virtually unchanged. Later-model Fieros have grillework instead of panels in 
two forward comers of rear deck. Pieces could be fitted fo any Fiero and 
would highlight kit vent in new engine compartment cover nicely. 


straightforward and easy. All kit body panels attach to 
the O.E.M. factory mounting points, and all Pontiac 
body panels are removed from the vehicle, with the 
exception of the forward portion of the roof. The 
Fiero panels can be sold or retained for reinstallation 
later, although we can't understand why anyone 
would want to. 

A few minor modifications must be made during 
installation. First, alter the inner structure of the doors 
to accommodate the GTO's side air intakes, then 
rework the door-locking mechanism and trim the front 
wheelwells. None of these steps are difficult, and 
they won't compromise the strength of the O.E.M. 
parts, 

Base price for the Alden-Thomas GTO styling kit is 
expected to be $6995. The kit will be available for all 
Fieros—the four-cylinder, six-cylinder and the GT. For 
those of you with the sunroof option, the Fiero O.E.M. 
sunroof fits in the forward section, which remains 
unmodified. 

Alden-Thomas is also planning to offer an interior 
kit that will give the car extra Italian flair. Again, this 
option will feature easy installation and require no 
major changes. A video assembly manual is in the 
works and plans are underway for a Fiero 
performance parts supplier to provide both H.P. 
engine packages and suspension kits as other options. 

Drive-in and drive-out service as well as turn-key 
cars will be offered by Alden-Thomas and, depending 
upon equipment and services required, should run 
about $15,500 for a conversion on а 
customer-supplied car and $29,500 for a fully loaded 
turn-key model. Early response has been so 
overwhelming that a dealer network is being 
organized to better serve its customers. 

Bolt-on styling kits have been gaining momentum 
lately and are becoming a major force in the 
kit/specialty car market. If the Alden-Thomas GTO is 
any indication of what we can expect in the future, 
we have a lot to look forward to. кс 
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their own time. The Volkswagen 

engine has, however. Wolfsburg 
engineers have created an eloquently 
simple four-cylinder engine whose 
impact on the kit car scene is 
unmatched. Oh sure, there are more 
exotic, more powerful engines, but few 
possess the overwhelming appeal of 
the air-cooled VW. 

Ай Volkswagen air-cooled engines 
are based on the same case and 
heads. The differences lie in the way 
each is outfitted for a particular car 
line. The Type 1 engine, for instance, 
found in Sedans and Ghias, is 
Preferable for kit car builders because 
of its compact "upright" stature. 
Volkswagen buses employ Type 2 
engines; essentially carbon Copies of 
the Type 1 save for minor sheetmetal 
variations. Type 3 engines, used in 
Squarebacks, are similar to Type 1s 
but less desirable because of their flat, 
horizontal. configurations, which require 
à wide engine compartment. 

Obviously, the best VW Powerplant is 
а Туре 1 ог Type 2, since most 
Ум. kit cars require a compact, 
ШӨН engine, So the question is: 

Your specialty car is blessed 
with an extra-large engine 
Compartment, should you forget the 
Туре 3 altogether? Well, not quite. 
With a little creative paris swapping 
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and wrenching, the V-Dub pancake 
four-banger can be transformed into a 
Toadworthy upright suitable for kit car 
transplantation. 

Volkswagen offered the Type 3 in 
two displacements—1500 cc and 1600 
сс Кот '61 to '73 in Squarebacks, 
Fastbacks and a few Notchbacks that 
made it into the States. Dual carbs and 
higher compression were offered in 
164. In '66, this "high-performance" 
option was available only on the 1600, 
while the single-carb 1500 remained 
the baseline engine. In '68, fuel 
injection replaced carburetors across 
the board. If your engine building plans. 
call for an all-out street killer, by ай 
means find a '67 or later model that has 
dual-port heads. These breathe better 
than single-port heads and produce 
‘more torque throughout the 
Powerband. 

Converting a Type 3 engine to an 
upright does require a bit of 
mechanical laboring. Nothing too 
demanding, but knowing the ins and 
Outs of VW engines will make the task 
easier, as will having a factory manual 
close by. Basically, the procedure 
entails removing all exterior engine 
Components—sheetmetal, intake and 
exhaust systems—and replacing them 
with comparable Type 1 components. 
There is an amazing amount of 
interchangeabiity between the various. 


VW engines. In most instances original 
Type 1 parts can be substituted, but 
like many street-wise enthusiasts, 
engine-builder Lew Holloman chose to 
add a few high-performance parts and 
eye-dazzling polished pieces during the 
transformation of the '67, 1600cc Туре 
3 shown on these pages 

After the engine is stripped of all 
external components, the next step is 
to swap the stock crankshaft pulley for 
a Type 1 pulley, which locates the fan 
belt closer to the case and inline with 
the generator, once it's reinstalled. In 
this particular application, Holloway 
opted for a six:inch-diameter Power 
Pulley and Sand Seal kit from CB 
Performance (28813 Farmersville Blvd. 
Dept. KC, Farmersville, CA 93223). The 
Power Pulley is smaller in diameter 
than a stocker and turns the fan and 
generator at a slower rate of speed, 
thereby reducing parasitic horsepower 
losses. Additionally, the shorter Type 1 
pulley bolt must be used, as the Type 
3 will be too long. 

VW engines don't have an oil seal at 
the crank snout. Instead, slinger 
threads on the stock pulley are used to 
keep ой inside the case. In order to 
guarantee that dirt stays out and oil 
Stays in, a Sand Seal was installed. 
This is a popular and practical 
‘modification usually done to engines 
destined for sand drags and dune 
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ADAPTING VW's “PANCAKE” Мотор For Kir CAR USE 


By Steve Stater 


The first step is to strip the motor of all non-essential external components. 
This includes sheetmetal, intake and exhaust systems. 


The stock Type 3 pulley must be 
replaced with a Type 1 pulley. As an 
extra measure of protection, an 
aftermarket neoprene crankshaft seal 
is installed in the case. 


activity, and well worth the effort even 
for a street motor. The Power Pulley 
and Sand Seal come together as a kit, 
and the two must be used in 
conjunction with one another. The 
neoprene seal installs without any 
disassembly or machining of the case. 

Since the stock oil cooler is 
discarded, an ой cooler bypass valve 
becomes a vital part of the conversion, 
as does a remote cooler. The Type 3 
case must also be modified to accept 
an oil pressure sending unit. A boss on 
the upper left side of the case, near 
the distributor, is an ideal mounting 
location and needs only to be drilled 
and tapped for a inch NPT fitting 
This puts the sending unit adjacent to 
а main oil passage, thereby ensuring 
ап accurate measure of the oil pump's 
Output. Also retired from use is the 
Stock oil filler neck and draft tube. 
These are replaced with an O.E.M. 
Type 1 oil filler/generator tower, which 
is а direct bolt-on, 

The original dipstick and tube should 
be replaced with a Type 3 dipstick 
adapter, available through CB 
Performance. This adapter allows the 
изе of the shorter Type 1 stick and is 
а bolt-on replacement for the stock 
Type 3 tube. 

When it comes to engine sheetmetal, 
the factory '71 and later Type 1 
“Doghouse” fan housing is preferable 


because it is exceptionally efficient at 
circulating air around the engine. Other 
fan housings from earlier years will 
work, though. It's best to stay away 
from 40-horse housings, however, ав 
these are small, narrow and woefully 
inadequate for all but the most sedate 
engines. 

If it's sparkle you're after, the 
aftermarket is full of high-efficiency fan 
housings. Various styles are available 
and many come in chrome ог polished 
aluminum, usually with matching 
cylinder covers to give your engine a 
custom, integrated look. 

If for no other reason than 
aesthetics, the stock VW valve covers 
and their retaining clips on our project 
engine were replaced with a pair of 
lightweight cast aluminum covers. 
These are held in place by a 
stud/self-locking nut arrangement to 
ensure a tight gasket seal and to 
prevent oil leaks. 

Аз for an induction system, most any 
Type 1 setup will work, be it a stock 
one-barrel Zenith carb, a single 
two-barrel, or a dual-quad, and it will 
bolt on without any alterations. But 
what seif-respecting Kit car builder 
would be content with a single-throat 
setup. Holloman fitted our engine with 
a pair of Dellorto DRLA carbs with 
36-millimeter venturis, intake manifold 
and linkage acquired from CB 


Performance. The dual carburetor kit 
includes everything you need to install 
the downdrafts along with 
comprehensive instructions and tuning 
tips. 

After the old gasket material 
remaining on the heads is cleaned 
away, the new intake manifolds are 
bolted in place, the carbs are 
positioned atop the manifolds, and the 
whole package is secured with the 
hardware provided. The linkage is then 
connected, air cleaners installed and 
fuel lines routed. 

To further enhance the engine's. 
pavement-wrinkling capabilities, a 
Bosch .009 distributor and 9-miliimeter 
plug wires were installed to ensure that 
a healthy spark reaches the cylinders 
throughout the rpm range. Swapping 
the original distributor for a Bosch unit 
isn't required when converting а Type 
З to an upright. In this case, it маз. 
done only to augment the engine's 
new free-breathing induction system. 

It should be clear to you by now that 
with a bit of judicious tinkering and 
intelligent selections from the 
aftermarket parts bins, that the 
clapped-out pancake motor wasting 
‘away behind your Mother-In-Law's. 
‘garage may just be the ticket to getting 
your VW-based kit car one step closer 
to the tarmac. All it takes is a little 
“engine-vity!” 
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Once the new seal is lightly tapped in place, the Type 1 
pulley can be affixed. We used a Power Pulley and Sand 


Seal kit from CB Performance. 


Since the stock oil cooler is 
valve becomes a necessity. It bolts in place of the Type 
3 cooler and allows the usage of a remote oil cooler. 


When the Type 3 oil cooler is discarded, so should the oil 
pressure sending unit. The Volkswagen engine case can, 
however, be easily modified to accept a sending unit. 


Once а boss near the distributor is drilled out, it is 
carefully tapped for а VeInch NPT fitting. Work slowly 
during this phase and use plenty of thread lubricant. 


й 


The ой pressure sending unit is then 

secured Іп place. Ве 
sure fo use Tefion tape on the thi 
ensure unora On, fape on the threads of the sender to 
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The stock Type 3 ой filler and draft 
discarded, їп their place goes a Type Tall 220 


llller/generator tower, which easily bolts In place. 


The affordable 
dream 


The King of the Road, Fiberfab's 1952 MG:TD 
Replicar Assembly, a legendary recreation 
is designed to be built by an average person 
with basic mechanical skills using ordinary 
tools. If you're enchanted by the way it 
looks, wait until you're behind the wheel. 
It's easy, it's fun, and it's challenging. 
Take the challenge. 


Replicar 
1929 Mercedes Benz 


©1983 Fiberfab International Inc. 
Equipment depicted а optional 
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REPLICAR 1952 MG:TD 
‘Available in front or 
rear engine drive 


Fill out the coupon below and begin the most 
rewarding experience of your life. 


4 
FIBERFABINTERNATIONALINC. | 

8800 West Highway 7 i 

l. Minneapolis, MN 55426 | 
Enclosed is $1 ea. fora full color brochure and Replicar | 
Kit Information. І 
О Керісаг1952 МОТО O Replicar 1929 MercedesBenz 1 
OR COMPLETELY FACTORY FINISHED | 
О Replicar 1929 Mercedes Benz І 
Name = | 
Address | 
сй um piece State ! 
HomePhone( ) _ A—X— 1 
BusPhom( -J u 
Please charge оп my: OMasterCard OVisa CAm. Exp. | 
At Non Exp Date 1 
Signature. | 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-328-5671 ! 
For Exciting New Business Opportunity 1 
—— H8 еб, 


JULY 1986 39. 


A CB Performance cast aluminut 


separate engine oil/blowby and return 
crankcase. 


m oil filler breather box 
îs mounted fo the oil filler tower. It is intemally battled to 


М: 
Reassembly of the updated engine begins with the 
Performance polished aluminum cylinder covers are 


il to the 
5 being installed. 


Instead of using an O.EM. Type 1 fan 
housing, we selected a polished. 
aluminum Ram-Flow housing from CB 
Performance, which goes nicely with 
the cylinder covers. It's available with 
or without fresh сіг outlets for a 
heater. 


For optimum engine Ife, we installed a 
а мотом, remote ой cooler from With the fan housing in place, we 
Perma Cool (674 Е. Edna Place, Dept. then mounted the generator fo the 
KC, Covina, СА 91723) before the fan tower and connected it. Behind the 
housing was bolted in place. A generator is а replacement fan 
remote ой filter can also be easily mount with aluminum fins to dress uP 
Incorporated, it you desire. the engine. 


The stock Type 3 dipstick and tube can no longer be used. A 


be used and provid 
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ап accurate measure of те витр holdings, ^ "^K айаріег allows the short Type 1 stick t0 


Discover 260%: Sports Cars You Can Build from Kits 


See & Compare All the Kit Cars • All the Manufacturers • 164 Pages • Over 400 Photos 


Cobra 
See VW to V8 powered 
427 and 289 kis. 


For the low price of a mass-produced 
compact car, you can own an authentically 
derailed MG roadster like this Duchess. It's 
just one of the 260 full-size antique. classic 
Jind modern sports cars you'llfind inthe all- 
пем Complete Buyers Guide to Kit Cars 


The ‘kit car’ concept is not new. For years 
custom coach builders have been designing 
Siyish new bodies like this Jaguar XK-120 
Manufacturers all over the country sell them as 
fullsize bolt-on body kits designed for easy 
home assembly, 


See dozens of kits you never knew exited. You 
Ses зген recognize the populr Gazele 
тышы би, did you know that thee ate 
Were than 4 other Mercedes look-alikes 
cing a ай, э HO, and a 1927 touring 
kepar This comprchenive annual reves 

р die ol models you wont find anywhere 


ees 
BATA мы 


Be the envy of all your friends, in this mid 
engine Can-Am racer called the Manta Mira 
Anyone can imagine James Bond behine 
wheel of a car like this, but for one-quarter t 
ice of an original ... you can too! This giant 
buyers guide is filled with all the facts, photos 
and info you need and want most. 


Make money while you're having fun, 


ог more. But, you can assemble your омт 


Mirage 
Shows you everything you need to get started, 


See 4 different 


"ND 
ue he Dino 


Vb. and the хе-ств. 


Kelmark 


‘See everything from economical VW roadsters 
to sizzling mid-engine V8s. The pages of The 
Complete Guide to Kit Cars are packed with 
serious handcrafted autos like the Hall Pantera. 
Virtually all sell for a mere fraction of their 
apparent value. And most require no special 
tools or mechanical ability to assemble. 


Also Available 


more. 160 pages, color cover, no ads. 


Completed Auburn like this sell for $30,000 


a traction of that price. Thousands of readers 
already have. The Complete Guide to Kit Cars 


Supercatalog of Kit Cars. 
Great companion to our buyers guide. 
Features nearly 60 full-length articles with 
Complete photos, road tests, specs, and 


Money- back guarantee. 


Here are just a few kit cars 


Lamborg! 
T-Bucket 
Pantera 

Ferrari 

Jaguar 

Cobra 

T-Bird 

Bugatti 

Auburn 

Porsche 
Mercedes 

and many more. 


Ds you'll read all about 


Ул 


You'll see 
+ АЙ the Ки Cars, 
* 164 Data-Packed P. 

* Over 400 Colodul Photos 

* Complete Specifications, Tech Data 
© Informative Articles, Product Reviews 


W the Manufacturers 


Assembly Advice, Do-IL Yourself Tips 
Money-Saving & Money-Making Info 
Front, Rear, Mid.Engine Powered Kits 
Antiques, Classics, Roadsters, Vans 
Gis, Guliwings, Electrics, 

and much more 
30 OAY MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE _ 


нє COMPLETE BUYERS St 


wane oven S S 
stt ANO Cresent т 


[GIANT BUYERS GUIDE OVER 400 PHOTOS 


YES! Please rush me the books 'vechecked. 
below with your 30-day money-back 
guarantee. Enclose cash, check, money 
‘der or print your ced card info below. 


1 
| 
П 
П 
| kir cars 
РО Bor 9187 


| Dep Pk 76 
| Sones CA 95157 


mn 


мет. 


Giy/Sute/2o 


Pantera 


FREE BONUS! 
Order both great books 
and get The Official 
Replicar Value Guide free. 
Everyone does. 


н 


оше сөз пу [m 
dem —Callanytime 
oe (408) 435-1101 = | 
+ 30 Day Money Back Guarantee + 
“WoT Saco Iw STORES OA XEWSTANUS- 
MAILED IMMEDIATELY! 
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To spruce up the engine a bit, Lew added a pair of CB 
Performance finned valve covers. These are held in place 
with sell-locking nuts for a leak-free fit. 


When it came time to select an induction setup, Lew 
again headed to CB Performance and purchased a 
Dellorto intake system. 


Next, the aluminum intake manifolds were installed, 

{allowed by the corbs, linkage and cir cleaners. A stock 
тоне cable works perfectly with f 

т perfectly with the Porsche-style 


"d novor 


started ош as c л 9цөза ош stroet-sawvy VW тїї 
ls an excellent 


3, now would you? This 
Powerplant for any VW.bazed kil cart 


КБИР НД; 
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VERONA ROADSTER 


“COBRA” PERFORMANCE — LUXURY CAR COMFORT 


‘The Veronais the best engineered and the best built component 
саг available in America. No other component car has such a 
perfect blend of performance, handling, comfort and style. The 
Verona also features ultra high quality construction and meticulous 
attention to detail 


"Weare impressed with the Verona. The quality throughout from 
chassis to body to upholstery is first rate. The strength of the chassis 
and the competent way the body is mounted to it ensure a 
bility and lack of vibration that are superb.” 

Road & Track Magazine — October '82 issue 


* 0-60 mph in 4.8 seconds when 2410 Ib. Verona is equipped with 300 HP Chevy V-8. 
Buick V-6 also available. 


* Rugged custom frame with 104” wheelbase accepts 78-85 GM intermediate suspension and drive train 

* Handling — rigid custom built 4” x 4” cold rolled steel frame, 50-50 weight distribution, wide 58” track, 
and four custom coil springs produce a smooth ride and sports car handling, 

* Cockpit has generous leg room, reclining bucket seats, tilt wheel, full instrumentation including clock and optional 
air conditioning 

* Quality throughout — rugged steel reinforced hand laminated body, tubular steel door frames, heli arc welded frame, 
triple chrome plated solid brass hood trim and grill. 

* Easy to build — body shell fully assembled with doors hinged and latched — no messy fiberglassing required. 

* High resale value — build for fun or profit — easy on the budget purchase plan. 

* Phone for additional information or send $10 and home phone number for complete information package (includes 
reprint of R&T article) on Roadster or new roll-up window Cabriolet, 


APOLLO MOTOR CARS e 825 GILMAN STREET, BERKELEY, CA 94710 e (415) 524-5246 
Sales agents or dealers wanted in major cities. Manufacturing and distribution licenses available for Easter US /Europe and Asia, 


Jaguar V-12 or 


good, then more is better” is a lie. Nowhere is 
this more true than when applied to fuel line 
One of the easiest areas to apply 
‘overkill” is when feeding fuel to those big, mean 

у carbs you bolted onto your pride-and-joy 
же understand you just wanted to see that 
they hed enough to drink, but not unlike yourself, 
ing to choke if you shove too much down 


N= TIMES OUT of 10 the adage “If some is 


'ost common misunderstandings are in the 
line pressure. In the strongest of 
road racing engines, seven psi of 
used. For nearly any 
engine, four to five psi is 
bs. The trick to making sure the carbs have 
enough fuel isn't in fuel pressure, but in fuel volume. 
E 2 21@0сс VW engine using dual 40mm. 
icrs needs а fuel pump volume rating 
cf Z gallons рег hour to supply it with enough {ual 
ander папі use. An imine fue! pressure of just threo 
по four gusts perfect. A strong, dual-carbed big-block 
WB тен z pump чоіште resina of about 55 gallons 
[рет thou ато зік to seven psi of fuel Ene pressure, 
mmasimum;, 

Tite gari witth too much fuel pressure is that 
the imeomimg ша! сат overpower the floats, whose 
iit is to contra the wolume of fel the carb holds. 
‘The furs! hem pases by these sro controls and 
rectly into the timet of the саф. making the fuel/air 
A6 AT OAR 


A Fuel REGULATOR 
Is ALL You NEED 


By ТА. Sunderland 


The adjustable fuel regulator 
works on an internal 
diaphregm design that 
reduces fuel pressure in 

the line. The regulator kit 
includes cll the fixtures 

and is set to work on 

а Veinch fuel line. 


mixture too rich. Immediately the с; 
poorly that it's undriveable or floods ош 
it's not unheard of to hydraulic an епо 
to restart it. If the pressure is 
can push its way out of the float bowi 
onto the hot engine and set 

The cure is simple. Firs 
check its gallons per hour rati 
pump that puts out between 
hour. Not every fuel рш 
data on the side of his produ 
good parts man can find this 
Next, note the pump's fuel 
somewhere between ti 


makes a 3%-роипа unit. 

For those of you who like to take everything Qn 
step further, an inline fuel pressure gauge is he __ 
hot tip. This would allow you to monitor the system's 
pressure at all times, including different driving ——. 
Conditions, It's a dandy item for "dialingn" your cars 
fuel system, but is most useful for high-performance 
cars. 

When it comes to tuel pressure, a better adage 


would be; "Il too litle be 
worse.” ® bed, then too much would Ба 


MORE THAN A LEGEND... 


@MORE сео toerances tor easy 


assembly 


@MORE „отап Sena $4 00 tor 
descnptwe color brochure. fully delated 
Gomponerh package contents & prices lo 


Contemporary Classic 
MOTOR CÀR COMPANY, INC. 


5.7 Tecmsen Aue Оңу V Mi Vernon NY 10553 
34664 0906 


@MORE expenence Contemporary is 
"he worlds larges! Cobra replica 
manufacturer 

MORE злет esiga teatures Con- 

/mporary 1з the world з largest Cobra 
accessory manutacturer for builder or 
testorer 


@MORE engneenng s quay 


@MORE component package vanations 


AUTHORIZED DEALERS 
 CAUFORNA, 
Al Custom Engin 
fin, Pomona, СА 9176 a 
San Marcon. CA 92069 61977444042 
Precision Motive 25417 Mission Въ. 
CA одод 155012594 
SI 15314 олега нен 
‘Oaks, СА 91409 818/990-6622 
DELAWARE & MARYLAND 
‘Vance Monts Enterprises RFD Y, Вох 200 
Frederica, DE 19346 302/398-4785 
MICHIGAN 
"ARBOC Ld. 25647 Forestviow 
Soviel, MI 48034 312255 5273 


Sa Rosman Rd. Tools, NY 10004 
preo 
NEVADA 
“Turbos by Tucker 5110 5. ally View 
s Vegan, NV 89118 70277988889 


Ошәлота Cry, OK 73149 405 631-1400 
PENNSYLVANIA (CENTRAL) 

"epic Car Co. RD d. 

Muncy, PA 12755 112548 8427 
PENNSYLVANIA (EASTERN) 

Keystone Cobra Inc. 586 Beale Ва. 

Se e, PA 19422 21843-3123 
Lo 

"Bob Norwood Autocrat 


Burton Kerns 7306 Oriole Ave. 
Springfield, VA 22180 70369.7306 
ENGUAN 
"Contemporary Classe Motor Car (UK) 


WHEEL 


Takes You Where You Want To Go! 


Hills, mud, water, sand, ice—nothing 
stops an off-road driver from going 
where he wants to go... and 
4WHEEL & OFF-ROAD makes 

sure you get there! 

Every month P 
America’s most Р à “Ss 

Popular off- 
road magazine 
shows you how- 
to winch your 
нај ? 


Cale WR Now On Sale At Your 


Local Newsstand. 


Town Coupe 


A MIDWESTERN GEM FROM LITTLE ROCK 


By Peter W. Frey 


Coupe, the tendency is to immediately assign its 

origin to one coast or the other—California or 
Florida—the twin Meccas for the art of car building. 
But you'd be wrong. 

T.J, Housley is a rehabilitation counselor with two 
decades of service in the city of Little Rock, 
Arkansas. He has been building three-wheeled trikes 
as a hobby for the past 18 years, then spent two 
years and $70,000 to create what you see in these 
photos. Oh yes, he also owns 250 Volkswagens (T.J. 
runs a wrecking yard on the side, you see). 

J.T. (Tim) Matchett is a captain with two decades 
of service in the Fire Department, also of Little Rock. 
A long-time builder of one-off automotive gems, he's 
been known to graft the front clip from a Firebird 
onto an AMC Gremlin station wagon and make it 
work! Aesthetically, anyway. 

Together they are the driving force behind the 
Blackstone Town Coupe. Matchett designs and 
builds. Housley provides the money, the legwork, 
machinist skills and the public relations. 

“You can't imagine the adventures we've had in 
this car. Little Rock is not exactly a hotbed of 
automotive self-expression, as you might suppose,” 
Housley explains. “I remember there was a Zimmer 
around for awhile, but since it left, we're pretty much 
the only show in town." 

But not for long. According to Housley, three other 
Blackstones are being built in Little Rock, and people 
are beginning to come from out of town to see them. 

And why not? Kit car purists will not like the 
Blackstone at all, but the fact of the matter is that it's 
а nicely done example of a soon-to-be trend in kit 
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LEs AT PICTURES of the Blackstone Town 


—new body panels for production vehicles. In this 
ше, you'll find a Fiero that's been turned into a 
Ferrari look-alike, whereas the Blackstone represe! 
a more subtle, less-expensive option for kit car 
enthusiasts. 

The base vehicle is a Chevrolet Monza or Pontiac 
Sunbird of 775-80 vintage. Unlikely vehicles perhaps. 
but chosen for several logical reasons. "You can buy 
relatively clean ones all day for $500," says Hous! 

‘And with it comes power steering, power brakes, aif 
conditioning, power windows, and all the other 
amenities most kit cars lack.” Perhaps most 


The hood is hin, 


ed їп to 
The apod Is hinged in the conter fo allow easy access 


If you're finding it difficult to choose from this “sea of pretty faces,” we understand! Determining 
which manufacturer actually does deliver lasting value can be a confusing task. 


When you compare authentic styling, engineering design, quality of components, quantity of com- 


ponents, ease of assembly, and corporate integrity, you too will agree we have gone the extra mile in 


delivering value. 
“Its combination of big car comfort, elegant styling and solid engineering may make 
the Duke a new industry standard for medium-priced replicas. 
—The Supercatalog of Kit Cars 
“Classic Roadsters’ Duke has all the qualities that have established the company's 
great reputation.” 
—Ки Car magazine 


Let us prove our value to you. 


Call 1-800-245-3864 


or mail the coupon today. 


The Duchess 


Classic Roadsters, Ltd. 


Millie Dept. ric 7861617 Main Ave, Fargo, ND 58103 adress — -— | 
‘Enclosed is $5 for color brochure, basic pricing and complete су ‘State 2р 

corporate report. < E Cor Ph. (Bus.) ( —) Ged) 

Tam most inerested in C Unasembled O Factory Complete TOY ee, 

D Duke (39 Jaguar S$-00) Г) Saxon (62 Austin Healy 300) Charge My O VISA О MasterCard О Бр 

D Duchess (52 МС TD) Card No. — Exp. Date 


C) Please enclose profit opportunity information. 
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important of all, the car will be mobile again after just 
а few days of work instead of sitting on jackstands in 
the driveway for months while you fabricate the 
necessary widgets 

“А couple of days of hard work and you'll have the 
front fenders off and the new frame bolted 
underneath,” adds Housley. “And from that point, the 
car is back on the ground and easy to move around 
as you do the relatively minor sheetmetal and 
bodywork involved." 

That ‘minor’ work includes tapering the inner 
fenderwells and rear fenders with either a cutting 
torch or saber saw so that the new front and rear 
fiberglass pieces will fit. The only other major work is 
lengthening the steering column and the power 
steering, power brake and air conditioning hoses. 

Even installation of the new subframe, a custom 
construction by Al Adams made of 2x6-inch, He inch 
wall mild steel tubing, calls for nothing more complex 
than nuts, bolts and wrenches—and no welding. The 
subframe extends the wheelbase 40 to 137 inches, 
but it starts at the front bumper mounts and extends 
to just beyond the rear wheels, which greatly 
improves both torsional rigidity and safety. 

I'd hate to pin down how long it would take 
somebody to build a Blackstone," insists Housley. “It 
all depends on how hard they work at it. And the 
project does require the assembler to know his way 
around a toolbox, but he certainly doesn't have to be 
а master fabricator. This is not a builder's nightmare. 
We're constantly developing new ways to make the 
job easier, and we've got new rear bodywork under 
development that can be installed without any 
modifications to the existing sheetmetal. 

On Housley's prototype, everything, including the 


ch engine and Turbo 350 automatic trans, 
hardware, with а few exceptions, " 
from a '79 Ford Fairmont, the 
and the rear drum 


262-cubic-in 
is stock '75 Monza 
The rear springs are 
front springs from а '76 Vega, 
brakes are the larger-diameter versions that appeared 


on the ‘77 Monzas. The Blackstone rides оп 
15x8-inch American Racing wheels, with 225/70х15 
radials in front and 265/60x15s in back. 

The stock interior has been reupholstered by Larry 
Smith in a combination of black vinyl and velour. The 
two major changes are an Oldsmobile Starfire 
steering wheel and a stereo cassette player with a 
pair of éx9-inch speakers іп the rear. Hardly the 
luxury you'd expect from a vehicle that looks like this, 
but as Housley says. "In my neighborhood, it's 
considered a status symbol to have à front bumper 
‘on your car." 

Outside, the familiar Monza body shape has been 
changed with the addition of front and rear fiberglass 
fenders, running boards, a new hood and trunk. The 
external hardware includes a Mercury Cougar grille, 
VW headlight rims and turn signals, and 
Austin-Healey Sprite taillights 

“it sounds like quite a conglomeration of bits and 
pieces, but we took considerable pains to do 
everything right,” recounts Housley. “For instance, 
the hood is hinged in the middle and opens on both 
sides for easy access to the engine. The fiberglass is 
half an inch thick where it needs to be, and the paint 
is so tough that even though І drive the car every day 
and park it outdoors in the rain and snow, the finish 
still looks good." 

If you've decided that the Blackstone is your kind 
of kit car, T.J. Housley will be happy to hear from 
you. Write him at 8224 Sunny Dr., Little Rock, AR 
72103, or call (501) 888-5189. Blackstone kits come 
in two versions: the $7500 builder's kit with 
preassembled glasswork and frame, and the $9995 
deluxe kit that contains all the parts you'd otherwise 

have to spend weeks hunting down. Ke 


Note the nicely shaped Trani b 
which Is covered with a fabricated.” 
stainless stel skin. The bumper 
Shope is опе of the reasons for 

sing a Monza as the base 
the project. sid oe 
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fender. 


The rool ine, another etalon Tor 

Shoosing the Monza os the 
lachstone base, bonds in nice 

with the elegant ines o na tear 


From this angle, the Sevillelike slope 
of the rear trunk panel becomes 
more apparent. Stock trunk can be 
left in place if you need extra 
storage room, j 


O Án 


The Best There Is... 


If you want to build your own legendary Jaguar 
XK120*, you owe it to yourself to check out Antique 
& Classic Automotive's replicar kit. Sir William 
Lyons developed an inspired classic but we've 
Put advanced engineering and manufacturing 
techniques to make our XK120 even greater. 


Check these A& C XK120 features: 

* Most authentic. So faithful to the original that 
the body panels are molded from a 1952 
XK120 but with 2” added for extra comfort. 
Overall length 174” 

* Best engineered. All body panels fit together 
like a glove; a custom structural steel frame 
speeds construction and gives original propor- 
lions. Body color is deep molded into the 
panels rather than painted. 

* Easiest assembly. Step-by-step, easy-to-fol- 
low, fully illustrated assembly manual walks 
you easily through construction. Our XK120 
Owners tell us that assembly is truly a pleasure, 
And if you have a question, our expertmanned 
hot line is always available to you. 

ә. Palen tcalhe styled convertible top assembly; 
STRE 

ly adjustable bucket seats. CUT edi 


Our 1952 XK120 replicar is a class act featuring 
exceptional quality at affordable pricing. We are 
so sure that you will love it, that of all the kit car 
manufacturers, we're the only one to stand be- 
hind our product with a 30-day money back guar- 
antee. Our full-color brochure and data-jammed 
info pack are free. Call or write today and see 
why Antique & Classic's XK120 outsells them ай. 
For the full story, write orcall TOLL-FREE 
800-245-1310. 

PA and Canadian reside: 


C ANTIQUE & CLASSI 
100 Somit Industrial Park. Dept.. PKC-786 
"Buffalo, NY 14225. 
С Please send me the free full-color brochure. 


T have enclosed 
C] $20.00 for the Ilustrated assembly manual. 


Charge ту 
Ci MasterCard O Visa О Diners Club C] American Express 
Account Expiration Date 


Pease complete the following for your free brochure: 


name 


Address 


For the full story, 
write or call TOLL-FREE 800-245-1310. 
PA and Canadian residents 
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Mroz COACHBUILDERS' WEEKEND WARRIOR SPYDER 


By Steve Stater 


"uz ORIGINAL CONCEPT was to build a low-cost, 
[етеу simple kit based оп a stock 

Volkswagen chassis,” recalls a loquacious Mark 
Mroz. "The body was essentially copied after the 
Glockler Porsche race cars of the '50$, although it 
isn't an exact duplicate." 

(Grinning, Mroz continues, "I did change and refine 
it from the original Glocklers a bit to bring it into the 
Eighties—style it а little.” And style it hac 

Mroz Coachbuilders (258. 

Dept. KC, Fullerton, CA 92 
the Spyder kit-an 


"wunderbar." 


The Spyder depicted hero is Mroz's Personal 
transportation and test bod for his frm ies also a 
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Mroz Coachbuilders' Spyder kit is a 
lesson in simplicity. Is easy to 
assemble, maintain, and even easler 


апа more fun to drive! 


stylo of ea 
mance and style of ear 
Mtoz Glockler Porsche offers all of the perforine car is moving e 


аз long wheelbase, giving the impress! 
ate true race car colors. 


yis cars. Supersmooth profile highlights the 
cars. 


Ted 
у арон standing sill. Combination silver and 


shining example of the durability and roadworthiness 
of the Spyder design, with more than 21,000 
trouble-free miles on the odometer. 

Beneath the pretty exterior is a '67 Volkswagen 
chassis, essentially unaltered except for the 
performance enhancement to ensure a high degree 
of street supremacy. A slight lowering of the 
suspension brings the Spyder closer to the ground 
where it belongs, while 15x5'%-inch wheels encircled 
with Pirelli P6 radials contribute greatly to the car's 
upscale slot car handling. A combination of Koni 
shocks fore and Gabriels aft keep the rubber firmly 
on the road. 

Measuring in at 2373сс, the air-cooled VW 
four-cylinder powerplant was skillfully assembled by 
Ron Cagile and plays host to a number of go-fast 
goodies. Among them is an 84-millimeter 
counterweighted crank, 94-millimeter Auto-Craft 
pistons and barrels and Carillo rods. 

^n Engle cam controls the valve action inside the 
modified dual-port heads (by Fumio), so the two 44 
IDA Weber carbs can effectively supply the proper 
mix of air and fuel. A Bosch .009 distributor provides 
the spark before the custom-made header has a 
chance to scavenge exhaust fumes from the 
chambers. Precision Trans in Huntington Beach, 


California, pieced together a stout, hard-hitting 
transaxle outfitted with heavy-duty side covers, a 
Super-Diff, Crown axles, close-ratio third and fourth 
gears and a 4:62 final drive ratio 

The Spyder's fiberglass body is well-made and 
needs little attention prior to applying the paint. All 
that's required is a small amount of careful prep-work 
and it's primed. The body's flowing, graceful form 
lends itself to a multitude of paint and graphic 
schemes—from a simple monochrome design to a 
lavish blend of graphic bands and colors. Mark's 
rendition is a happy medium—a striking two-tone done 
in a combination of bright red and glistening silver 
acrylic enamels. 

The cockpit is as straightforward and unobtrusive 
as the rest of the Spyder, with barely enough room 
for a pair of bucket seats and a steering wheel. A 
blend of black Naugahyde and plush cut-pile carpet 
complements the VDO Vintage instrument cluster and 
wood-rimmed Momo steering wheel nicely. 

‘As for entertainment, there is the ever-present 
screeching of pavement-burning tires and high-speed 
winds. Surely an ensemble of sounds that, for those 
who can appreciate them, represent the ultimate 
rolling concerto. 

By now you should be getting an idea of what the 
Mroz Spyder is all about. It’s a fun-mobile, a weekend 
warrior, an ego-booster and a kick-in-the-pants 
asphalt toy. But above all, it's affordable. And that, 
my friends, is no deception! кс 


SS a. 


A pair of '66 Jaguar XKE bucket seats were foi - - 
und and 
covered in black Naugahyde fo match the rest of the 
upholstery. Shifter and emergency brake are stock VW 
Пет and both are positioned in their original locations 


Vital operating information i ja OO 
р is relayed via VDO Vintage in- 
uments ined up behind the Мото steering wheel 


EP 
ШЕ ОЛ 
эшме кту ron 
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Get behind the 

wheel of the world’s 

largest selling auto- 

motive publication. Ev- 

ery month HOT ROD fea- 

tures colorful photos and 

exciting editorial on how to 

tackle the latest backyard buildups, plus 

new stuff, and tech talk in terms you can 

understand. The HOT ROD performance 

experts offer cost-cutting tips on which 

parts will do the best job for the least 

amount of money. Then shift into high 

gear with HOT ROD’s explosive behind- 

the-scenes race coverage, including per- 

sonality profiles, the fastest funny cars 

and top fuel dragsters! Stay ahead of the 

pack by reading informative articles that 
make you a winner every time! 


Now on Sale at Your 
Local Newsstand 
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WouLD You BELIEVE 
A Kir SMALL-BLOCK Еорр V8? 


By Dave Fults 


been around for more than a few 
years and has enjoyed a good 
repulation for both reliability and 
performance. Kit car enthusiasts have 
also developed a fondness for the 
engine. The small-block is the favorite 
powerplant for the Cobra replica crowd 
and can be modified to provide more 
than enough horsepower to keep the 
vast majority of the motoring public 
happy. Remember, the original Cobras 
that rolled out of Carroll Shelby's Santa 
Fe, California, plant were powered by 
260-cubic-inch small-blocks. 

Of course, other kit car 
manufacturers have stuffed the little 
Ford V8 into their products as well, 
While many use the 
Pinto/Bobcat/Mustang II as a donor 
vehicle. The small-block Ford is the 
answer for the Kit car builder in search. 
of high-performance. The motor mates 
easily with most of the popular 
drivetrain and suspension components 
now in use, and more often than not 
contributes to a peppy, well-balanced 
vehicle. Thoroughbred Motorcars lists 
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Т: FORD SMALL-BLOCK V8 has 


the small-block Ford V8 as the 
recommended powerplant for its 540K 
replica, as does the majority of '57 
T-bird replica makers. Additionally, we 
have seen the little Ford sitting in 
everything from mid-engined Mantas to 
Jaguar XK120 replicas. 

Although some of the available 
small-block Fords still have many miles 
of service life left in them, the majority 
have seen better days. If the motor 
you have planned for your project is in 
need of a little freshening up, 
Performance Automotive Wholesale 
(19441 Business Center Dr., 
Northridge, CA 91324, 818/998-7440) 
has a lot to offer. 

PAW specializes in serving the 
mailorder customer with the best in 
high-performance engines and 
accessories. The firm's catalog 
showcases an unbelievable array of 
just about anything you might need for 
Your motorized masterpiece. PAW's 
“kit” engines are perfect for the kit car 
enthusiast who is building his car via 
the next delivery of the U.P.S, truck. 

The PAW kits are so complete that 


very few additional items are required 
for completion of the engine. This 
allows the kit car enthusiast, who 
happens to be building his car in East 
Nowhere, Nebraska (no offense, 
Nebraska), to obtain the same 
high-quality parts that the guy in a 
major city can. It also allows the 
builder who has little or no mechanical 
experience to build his own engine 
without a lot of hassle or expense. Just 
buy yourself a good factory service 
manual, read it carefully and everything 
should work out fine. Besides, the 
experts at PAW are never more than a 
phone call away. PAW will also sell its 
motor packages on an outright basis 
and there is no core charge, so you 
don't have to send your old greasy 
molor back to them. 

PAW can tailor a motor package to 
fit just about anyone's needs. For 
example, if you want your engine to 
have a low compression ratio because 
you plan to install a turbocharger, go to 
PAW. 

With all of this professional help, the 
construction of our project motor 
turned out to be a pleasurable 
experience. The machinework was 
outstanding (we checked every 
conceivable clearance and 
measurement requirement and found 
everything to be well within factory 
tolerances). As with any engine 
buildup, though, the most important 
thing to remember is to take your time 
and make sure everything fits properly 
so it will function correctly. 

Take а look at what we did, and if 
your kit car's present motor is in need 
of a little tender loving care, take heart, 
the answer may be as close as your 
mailbox. 


APA“ fakes advantage of a 
modern machine shop to ensure 
that Из mail-order parts and engine 
kits are of the highest quality. All 


work Is carefully Inspected prior fo 
shipment. 7 inspected pri 


XT. ait 
Cinder heads receive the same 
thorough attention given fo the 
engine blocks. Everything from basic 


PAW buys everything in bulk and 
Bree all machinework on the 
premises. This means that PAW will ом-сотртеѕѕіоп heads fo the more 
have what you want when you want it exotic castings are available from 
and at а reasonable price. PAW. 


Орто are wrapped in a 
plastic bag and placed in wooden 
crates. The whole package is then 
enclosed in heavy cardboard and 
shipped to the customer. 


Р t. The 
The small-block Ford VB has always been a popular kit car powerplant. Те 
motor used in our buildup is a Mexican 302 block intended ә e 
in а 427 Cobra replica. As delivered from PAW the bloc 
dry-decked and bored .030-inch over. 


The first step in any engine 
transplant should be to Inspect 
the block for damage. Afterwards 
comes a basic cleanup, including 
flushing the oil galleries and running 
аа hone through the lifter bores. The 
bolt holes are cleaned with a tap 
then the entire block is treated with 
light oil to prevent rust. 


Our 302 has large bearing caps for additional 
3 strength. The caps display numbers and aona 
Ensure proper installation. The Mexican 302 bloe% | 
Perfect for any high-performance application 
‘vallable on а limited basis from PAW. 


position. 


shaft bearings (they should only fit 
Онду), then carefully slide the crankshatt into 
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The next step is fo measure the bearing tolerances. 
Бургу Pastigage fo the crank journals and instali the 
main bearing caps. Remove the caps and check 
tolerances. ЇЇ everything is okay, you can reinstall the 
crankshaft. Carefully clean Journal and bearing surfaces. 


Lubricate bearings and crank, position rear main seal 

апа carefully reinstall crank. install bearing caps and 
torque fo recommended specifications. Our motor 
requires 60-70 ft-lbs. 


p» -. FCR 
"'Gignkshett bearing endplay must also be checked. 
Bearing clearance should be between .004..008-inch, 
but again check the factory manual for your particular 
application. 


Ёё ТЕЙ forged aluminum pistons were supplied with our 


PAW package. Again, inspect each part for damage 
before assembly begins. — ^ grid е 


10, piston rings should also be wx 
‘checked in thelr respective y к= 
bores. Our rings were perest геу 8 Tiene care must be taken 


middle of the .045-.025-inch 
recommended tolerance. 


58 KIT CAR 


when installing the rings. Begin 
with the bottom ой control ring and 
work your way ир. 


DUAL HEADER EXHAUST SYSTEM* 


Performance! Fits АП V8 & VS Headers on ANY Vebicle Sus 


High-performance 
ENGINE HYDRAULIC 
ANTI-PUMP-UP 


VALVE LIFTERS 


Stainless Steel 
BRAIDED 
HOSE COVER 


Chrome-plated. 
TIMING COVERS 


Polyurethane 
BUSHING KIT 
for Front & Rear 
Anti-sway Bars 


for 55-85 Cars, Trucks, Vans & RVs 


memi 


Dovble-row 
TIMING 

CHAIN 

and GEAR 


Chromed OIL PAN 
eee 


ng 


Rear Deck SPOILER 


Illuminated 
TACHOMETER 


r= ES 
| JCWHITNEY(CO. esmousneo sms 


| 137-39 Archer Ave. © PO. Box 8410 e Chicago, IL 60680 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


BUILDUP 
sa / 


4 nta ihe rod bearings and 
lubricate them with the 
kit-supplied grease. Marking the rods 
апа their caps will ensure that the 
parts will not be mixed up during a 
later engine rebuild. 


Bathe each piston in a 

container of clean oil (a coffee 
сап works great), then install the 
rubber boots on the rod bolts. The 
boots will protect the crank journals 
from damage during piston 
installation. 


14 compressor, install each piston 
in the bore it was test fitted in. Take 
your time as piston rings are very 
fragile. Notice how the rubber boot 
on the rod bolt barely touches the 
crank journal. 


Db, га 


1 s% ed. mm are installed next and torqued to » 
specifications. The Installation procedure г the crank 
the Psion rod caps fo be torqued down in hres steps, 16 aner ocen narod, Ьу fuming the crank over 


Our moter requires а final torque setting of 40-45 ft-Ibs, 


affer each piston is installed. If any is 
n y is found, 
disassemble the part immediately and find the cause. 


With all of the pistons Installed, 
17 її, now time o mors on fo the 
gamshatt. We ordered а Crower 
mpucam (part No. 15244) for our 
Cobra motor. Apply an even coat of 
Crower cam and liffer prelube fo all 


surfaces. 
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18у sip the cam Into the 
апа Install the camsh 
thrust plate. The thrust plate only fife 
опе way so make sure you have If 
positioned correctly. Check cam to 
seo that И spins freely In the block. 


19 timing chain assembly can 
now be installed. Install crank 
gear first, then align gears and slip 
сат gear onto camshaft. Don't forge! 
to install the crankshaft oll slinger. 


When we at Eagle Coach Work 
manufactured our first Jaguar* 
$8100 Replica Kit in 1978, we never 
realized it would become one of the 
most popular kits ever produced 


Not satisfied with our first success, 
we recently improved the car by 
adding exclusive new features not 
available with other 55100 Replicas 
* Rigid plexiglass side windows, 
eliminating the flimsy side curtains 


of otherkits. 


orted Carpathian elm 
nd rubbed and finished 
with 28 coats of varnish. 

* Authentic triple chrome-plated 
steel radiator shell, replacing the 
ABS plastic shell of the other 55100 
Replicas. 

x inches of added legroom - with 
our adjustable seats, this feature 
provides driver comfort regardless 
of height 

* New simplified construction, 
omitting 50 steps required to build 
other 55100 Replicas, 

* All DO.T. approved lighting. 
making our SS100G street legal in all 
50 states and Canada. 

* Fifty percent increase in interior 
storage space. 

* Restyled rear dec 
boxy appearance 
Replicas. 


eliminating the 
he other 55100 


you've made 
one of the 
most sought 
after kit 
cars ever 
produced? 


You make 
it better. 


You may, of course, choose our XK120C Kit, which also has improved features 


including rigid side, windows, burl dash, roomy in 


Simplified assembly. 


terion authentic style and 


Jaguar* SS100G 


Each $S100G and XK120G is built 
on a custom-engineered steel chassis 
designed for easy bolting to your 
Ford Pinto or Mustang ЇЇ running 
gear. 


Quality is what really counts! 
With over 25 years of fiberglass 
knowledge behind us, we maintain 
the strictest quality control stan- 
dards technology can provide. The 
body is manufactured with the finest 
materials available, using our exclu- 
sive custom compounding process. 
We invite you to visit our factory 
showroom - just § minutes from the 
Buffalo International Airport - to see 
the SS100G and XK120G Replicas. 
The pictures are pretty, but a test 
drive is proof. For the full story, call, 
or mail the coupon for our full-col 
brochure, specifications and price list 


Completed cars are also available. 


- 
€agle Coach Work, Inc. 


ав Gunnville Read Lancaster, NY 14086 
1716) 759-8650. 


Мате 


sre — — — 


State. 


City — — —— 


Zip. Home Phone — — —— 


[83.00 for Full Color Brochure 
[1817.50 SS100G Assembly Manual 
1517.50 XK120G Assembly Manual 
Payment enclosed ог 

Charge to my C] Mastercard [-] Visa. 
Acct. ER 


Exp. Date — ——————— ——— 
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Our motor is equipped with a 
2.2 Moroso deep-sump oil pan, so 
the new oil pump is fitted with an 
The water pump is installed extended pickup tube, It s a good 
21:0 апа һе cam cover bolts іса fo check oil pump operation 
are tightened down to specs. before installation. 


= x 
install a new oll seal in the 

2 О тол! cover and position the 

cam cover on the block. 


$ rre 

Ф Доп up top, the next procedure is Installing the 
heads. This involves installing the studs їп the 

block. Be sure to use some type of sealant on the studs 


Qu gu Ihe tue! pump goes In next. Make certain the 
and that each stud is Installed at the same height. 


gasket surface is clean or leaks will occur. 


29 I Prime the hydraulic liters with 
‘clean motor ой before 

Installation, then thoroughly coat 

өас! with prelube. Don't forget 

apoi ube ie ior Soe W — QGQu PAW motor package Included а set of 


'68 302 heads. The heads 
в, optional guide plates and 


have 1.94 Ini 


sto ove 1,94 Intake valves, 4.50 exhaust valve 
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supercars 0! 
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BUILDUP 


position the head gaskets Іп place (the studs 
QT rake tis Job easy), then give the cylinder bores 
| С> more inspection before you install he heads. 


The heads require the same progressive tightening 
D Bret ei т зате ae 
си? your engine's shop manual for its specifications 
Gnd tightening sequence. 


QQ ide the new pushrod into 
place and install the rocker 


arms. Be sure fo use the pivot washer 


before installing the retaining nut. 


ZO Yoland aluminum Molise t 
intake manifold was chosen 

for our motor. The 2P-189-degree 

intake manifold was recommended ЗА 


The old standby Holley 
four-barrel carburetor, in this 
case a 650сіт model. 


320209 valve covers and аг 
cleaner housing add a little 
class. What better for а Cobra. 
replica? 
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Complete? Well, almost. After the additi 
h Д lon of a few mir ries, 
33 Powerplant will be ready to do its Job under the hood of a Cobra. KC 


WW 


| ROAD SAVER is guaranteed to your satisfaction for 1 year 
| against factory defects or mechanical flue. 


PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO. RAEE: tos Argues Ca Sotes | BERK Gy ввезтоолис оо) 231-4083 


Here's portable or free-standing — | 
protection for you atthe — - 
flick of a switch, the... 


ROAD SAVER DELUXE 
MULTI-FUNCTION 
SIGNAL LIGHT o- 


(The rugged ROAD SAVER is the 
ber warning light to let motorista know. 

‘ceed with caution. This versati 

то use than traditional road flares. Just 

er and place where it can be i 


repairs on the road at night 

a tire in the dark, all you need dots: 
‘and tum the switch to the combo: 
your work and also wams others 
hands аге free to work. 
©) FOAD SAVER can ано ba 

that can stand by itself when needed at ho 
blackouts or for night camping, boating. 
barbecues and more. 


? 


ROAD SAVER is made of 
clear plastic units, easy toid 
with a two-plece chrome, 

а stand. Unit dimensions; 
Easy to store and opera 
Uses four "D" size] 


CREDIT CARD USERS FOR FAST service 


+ please print in ink + 


мазе send me... ROAD SAVER Deluxe SEND TO: 
^ult-Function Signal Lights © $14.95 ea. Se 
CA residents only add 6% sales tax Name 88 
i Shipping & Handling @ $1.50 ea. -= — 
тарзе in O Check or O Money Order а TOTAL of $ Address. 
made payable to: Petersen Publishing Co: FA 
Charge my O VISA O Mastercard Expire date: — 
MM © State Zp. 
жы C М 
Note: Offer good in USA and Canada опу; US curency опу. 
ETE et: Feat allow 4-6 weeks for shipment. 


ВНЕ 


А NEWCOMER COBRA THAT'S READY TO STRIKE 


Text and Photography By Bob McClurg 


HEN SAN DIEGO, California, architect Frederic 
We decided to build a Cobra replica, 

he knew exactly what the car was going to be 
like even before he began the project. Fred's Cobra 
had to be fast, comfortable and self-supporting. Or, 
simply put, the Cobra must be fully equipped. 

Fred is an automotive enthusiast. He’s owned such 
famed makes as Ferraris, Corvettes, 
Mercedes-Benzes, Austin-Healeys and many тоге. 
Since the completion of his Cobra, he’s logged more 
than 8000 miles in four months, and at least 2000 of 
them were within the first few weeks alone. 

Newcomer purchased his Contemporary Classic 
Cobra replica from R.AC.E., Inc. in Pomona, 
California, and brought it to Don Borders at Borders. 
Mustang Affair in nearby San Marcos to assemble 
Don started the Newcomer/Cobra buildup by painting 
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the Cobra chassis in black Imron. Then he attached 
the Jaguar XKE IRS front and rear suspension to the 
frame, but not before the components were outfitted 
with Delron bushings from Global West, Inc. Braided 
stainless steel brake and fuel lines were also added, 
along with a set of Koni coil-over shock absorbers 
and Contemporary's heavy-duty anti-sway bar. Also 
courtesy of Contemporary are the aluminum, 
Halibrand-style alloy wheels encircled by B.F. Goodrich 
(325/60x15 rear, 295/50x15 front) T/A radials. 
Stuffed between the Cobra replica's frame rails is а 
Borders-built, 427 Ford low-riser engine. The 
big-block was balanced, decked and blueprinted as. 
well as having the low-riser heads and Holley 
Dominator intake manifold port-matched for better 
fuel delivery. Mostly Ford Motorsport internal 
components were used in assembling the engine (Le 


№ 


а cross-drilled steel billet crank and a 


Mans rods, ; with TRW pistons and an 
т) along wil N 
Ford Meling high-volume oil pump. A Mallory ignition 


e spark plugs ignite the high-octane fuel 
and allay MH Рабу 3310 double-pumpor 
демеге ol The headers are Contemporary units 
tour-bar also assembled the Ford Top-Loader 

Bord oed using a Hurst shifter and linkage. Friction 
purane to make those lightning-fast gear changes 
тта асп clutch and aluminum flywheel) are supplied 
by Mile Newcomer's Contemporary fiberglass 
427 SC body and sprayed it in a very low-key, 
Chevrolet white acrylic lacquer. Tasteful sprinkles of 


Chrome help bring out the shine. To most people 
this car may 


i у look just like any other Cobra, but others 
will notice the six-foot-tall fiberglass whip antenna 
mounted on the decklid—which is a clue to what this 
саг is all about. 

Inside the black-on-black Connolly leather and 
Wolton carpet interior is a multitude of electronic 
gadgets. Among the inventory is an Alpine stereo with 
four-way JBL coaxial speakers, a 40-channel Cobra 
(naturally) C.B. radio and a Fox radar detector with 
the sensor mounted inside the right front fender. With 
all of this hi-tech gear onboard, long trips are quicker, 
with less hassles and, according to Fred, that's what 
pleasurable driving is all about. кс 


The Cobra’s venom comes from а Ооп Borders-built 427 
Ford low-riser big-block. A host of Ford Motorsports 


components are used along with a Holley carb and 
Dominator manifold. 


laguar 


Independents gion ensures а 
high lependent front and rear suspe! 
Hallers ree of road-hugging ability, contemporary’s 


т 
tadial mpi ө Wheels are paired with В.Е. Goodrc! 


ynnects to a Top-Loader four-s| 
Aa i rs aces th отус 
есм an Alpine AM/FM cassette deck paired wit 


Іп addition fo the stereo, goena oe апд Fox radar 
room in ] 

detector take UP поет аге really accessible from 

between the front seals. 
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panel 
speak for themselves. 


MERCEDES-BENZ 540K 


.ECTRICAL CONTRA! J 
Woodland Hills, Califor 
\ а 


building proj 
satisfaction, 
Mesure һа 


-to-5 job. 
john's escape machine. 
ich is a 


vehicle is or 
featured in 


Family Classic 


“Garage Scene U.S.A.” section prior to its 
completion. Construction took eight months, and John 
says he couldn't have done it without the assistance 
from his son Brett and Ray Garrish's Astro Designs 
crew. 

Since this was Mesure's first attempt at assembling 
а kit, he foliowed the manufacturer's directions to the 


under the car's long, narrow hood, a special 
made from Monte Carlo components had to be 
adapted. 

After the car was assembled and road tested, John 
delivered it to Astro Designs where Garrish and his 
crew methodically block-sanded the fiberglass body 
for the smoothest surface possible before applying 
the silver paint. Dennis Bryant from Class & Color 
‘Autobody sprayed on the Mark IV moondust silver 
paint and added a diamond dust overcoat. The 
results are spectacular! 

Upholsterer Ed Scully covered the interior in lavish 


Dependable small-block Ford 
provides smooth motivation for 
Thoroughbred’ four-seater. Drivetrain 
remains stock but along with engine 
compartment has received a 

З thorough cleanup. 


Twin side-mount spare tires are 
saddied with fully finished hard 
covers. No detail has been 
overlooked—not even the spare 
mounted rear-view mirror and remote 


Impressive 544K front is a shining 
example of good craftsmanship. controlled spotlight. 
letter. The first step was to locate a wrecked 1975 
Mustang II, carefully disassemble it and save all of 
the suspension, drivetrain, steering and electrical 
mponents. These pieces were reb 
components. These uilt, then installed 
When it was time to rebuild the en. 
he engine, John 
selected a 289 short-block rather than using the 
worn-out 302 that he had salvaged from the donor 
car. The engine was outfitted with all TRW 
replacement parts and topped off with an 
aluminum intake manifold, а Holley 660 cfm four 
barrel, Holley valve covers and a Mallory 90-degree. 
distributor. Conventional air conditioning was also a 
Prerequisite for the new 544, but due to lack of space 
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The K's rear end appears a bit bulky, 

but ail is not lost as it still has some 

classic style lines. No storage space 

problem in this car, either. Rub 

stripes and lots of chrome are more 
imony to саг" 

д 's elegance and high 


Lincoln Continental burgundy mohair. As all 
the usual amenities, including cruise control AM/FM 
Stereo, air conditioning, and even a set of Classic 
Instruments gauges are part of the package. In the 
trunk area, Scully's special touch can also be found 
with the appointment of silver-blue carpet panels. 
Setting off the chrome and silver 544K four-seater 
is a set of Kelly-Springfield radial tires wrapped 
around 15-inch Tru-Spoke "Tru-Classic" wire wheels. 
John has invested about $30,000 in his eight-month 
wonder. He drives the car every chance he gets and 
receives rave reviews. And one of the best parts is 
can share his acci 
iren. aim with three other i 


BRITISH INVASION 


By Stove Stater 


synonymous with the words sports car. To others, 
hese two consonants are the signature of the 
world's first and only true sports car. And with good 
reason. Amidst discussions of legendary cars, 
inevitably the MG comes to the forefront. 

As every sports car connoisseur must know by 
now, the name MG was taken from its parent 
company, the Morris Garages of Oxford, England, 
owned by Sir William Morris. The Morris Garages sold 
and serviced cars and motorcycles several years. 
before they began to manufacture automobiles. By 
the late '20s, the MG Car Company was established 
and the vehicles it produced were a viable force on 
the roadways of England. MGs were popular with 
club racers during that era and were successful when 
competing in speed trials, rallies and even endurance 
races. 

. When the sports car movement first hit the United 
States in the late Forties, it was the MG-TC that set 
Parameters of what a sports car should be. From 
1950 to 1955, MG exemplified the meaning of 
Upscale slot car handling in the form of the TO, the 
TD Mark Il, the TF, the TF 1500, and then capped it 
off with the MGA. 
a The diminutive two-seat roadsters were fun to 
rive, inexpensive and a bit of an oddity in à 
Marketplace solely interested in commuting. They 
Pete simple in design, form and function, therefore, 
ен gadgets could go wrong. While manufacturers, 
ad domestic and abroad, were streamlining their 
wexcles, the MG retained a classic flair that пече, 
vien. out of style. Its flapping fenders and open" 
thence held over from the Thirties is what made 
en IG а formidable mode of transportation. And 
joyment grew with the accumulated miles. 
аумайрубуег, the MG's popularity has far outlived is, 5 
Price ay. Today, its scarcity and beauty comman 
finda g nearing the stratosphere—that is if you can 
quajtyslvageable one. Well, thanks to todays. 
-minded body builders, there is a multitude of 


T: MANY AUTO enthusiasts, the letters MG are 
[ 


first-rate reproductions of the celebrated MG two-seat 
roadster. Many manufacturers go to great pains to 
create the proverbial mirror image of the original. 
Some are so well-duplicated, so exacting in every 
respect, that the average person would never be able 
to tell the two apart. 

Because there is such a diversity of manufacturers 
producing these timeless two-seat sports cars, there 
IS also a variety of drivetrains and powerplants from 
which to select. Almost all are based on ће, 
Tear-engined Volkswagen chassis, which luckily does 
not have to be shortened (as is the case with 
Porsche Speedster replicas). However, the shifter and 
VW pedals are relocated rearward since the driver 
and passenger seats are placed farther back on ће 
pan. 

Many replica mal 


kers also offer traditional 
mounted engines with corresponding chassis 
And arvelines аз options. Regardless of which 
driveline you choose for your reproduction, rest 
assured that any modern drivetrain is far less 
ioublesome and, therefore, more dependable than 
the original (circa-1950) MG mechanicals. = 
The accompanying reproduction roundup is devo! 
ti the legendar ‘ill + 
АУ Steer vo the right direction, ie you 
Some insight into the repro world, and hopefully put 
ou behind the wheel of your very own immacula ly 


appointed "vintage" classic. 
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Britis COACH Works, LTD. 
Amold, PA 15068 

(412) 339-3541 

Purchase Information: 

MG-TD replica. Two separate 
component packages available 
Construction Detai 
Body bolts onto оп unshortened 
Volkswagen chassis. A front-engine 
model is available that is based on 
о computer-designed, MIG-welded 
rectangular tube-steel frame. 
Powerplant: 

Volkswagen or Chevette 
four-cylinder and oll applicable 
transmissions 

‘Suspension: 

Volkswagen front and rear. The 
front-engine mode! employs 
independent GM, rack ond pinion 
steering опа a four-link solid rear 
axle, Disc brakes front, drums rear. 
Body: 

Hond-loid fiberglass reintorced with 
steel in all critical areas and ot all 
latch and hinge locations. Choice of 
seven gel-coat colors; two-tones 


available, 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

Length... «147 inches 
Width 59 inches 
Height... А „56 inches 
Wheelbase... „94 inches 
Track, FIR 49/49 inches 
Weight... 1875 pounds. 


Price......... eas 
Information package $3 


96495, 


Hs 


B.S.C. CORPORATION 
425 Industrial Dr. 

Bremen, IN 46506 

(219) 546-3791 

Purchase Information: 
MG-TD replico. Two separate 


component packages available. 
Construction Details: 

Body bolts onto оп unshortened 
Volkswagen chassis. A front-engine 
model is offered that is based on a 
rectangular tube framework. 
Powerplant: 

Volkswagen or Chevette 
four-cylinder and all applicable 
transmissions. 

Suspension: 

Volkswagen front and rear. The 
front-engine model employs an 
independent GM, rack and pinion 
steering ond solid rear oxle. Disc 
brakes front, drums rear. 

Body: 

Fiberglass with double-woll 
construction. All hinge latch and 
mounting points reinforced. Painted 
їп your choice of colors 
SPECIFICATIONS: 


Length 449 inches 
Wioth 59 inches 
Height. 82 inches 
Wheelbase. 94 inches 
Track, F/R 49/49 inches 
Weight. 1825 pounds 
Price. $8995 


Infomation package 52 


‘Classic Motor CARRIAGES, INC. 
16650 N.W.-27th Ave. 

Miami, FL 33054 

(305) 625-9700 

Purchase Information: 


MG"TD replica, Two separate 


component packages available. 
Construction Details: 

Bolts onto an unshortened 
Volkswagen chassis. A front-engine 
model is available that is based on 
а jig-welded, parallel ladder-frame 
design mode of two-inch 
rectangular tubing. 

Powerplant: 

Volkswagen, Pinto/Mustong Il or 
Chevette four-cylinder and all 
applicable transmissions. 
Suspension: 

Volkswagen front and rear. 
Front-engine model features 
independent Pinto/Mustang Il, rack 
and pinion steering and a solid rear 
axle, Disc brakes front, drums rea 
Body: 

Hond-lominated fiberglass reinforced 
with steel. Supplied In your choice of 
gel-coat colors. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 

Length 148 inches 
Widi 58 inches 
Height 51 inches 
Wheelbase. 94 inches 
Track, F/R „49/49 inches 
Weight. 1800 pounds 
Price’ 56995. 


Information package free 


Cuassic Roapstens, то. 
1617 Main Ave. 

Fargo, ND 58103 

(701) 293-8866 

Purchase information: 

MG-1D replica. Two separate 
component packages available. 
Construction Details: 

Body bolts onto an unshortened 
Volkswagen chassis. A front-engine. 
model is available that is based on 
а parallel ladder-frame design 
made of 2%-inch rectangular tubing. 
similar to the original MG design. 
Powerplant: 

Volkswagen or Chevette 
four-cylinder and all applicable 
transmissions, 

Suspension: 

Volkswagen front and rear, The. 
front-engine model utilizes 
independent Mustang lW/Pinto with 
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ғов: Monsters, Cruisers, Bikes & Rods! 


You'll find all these and more, every 
azines. We'll show you everyihing from ihe 
hottest new superbikes! Plus, all the tai 
buildups, maintenance, budgei-saving ра! 
tems for your particular vehicle. Look for sneak previews of future cor 
cepts, road tests of new models, racing coverage, new gear and after 
market equipment too! No matter what you drive or tide, on or off the 
road, Petersen has an automotive title just right for you! Maybe that's 
why they call us the special interest “specialists!” Be on the lookout ie 
Petersen automotive magazines at your local newsstand. On Sale Now! 


HMO 
buyers quie 


rack and pinion steering. Chevette 
rear oxe. Disc brokes front, drums 
rear. 

Body: 

Fibergloss with double-woll 
Costruction. All hinge and latch 
points reinforced. Comes in your 
choice of gel-coat colors. 
SPECIFICATIONS: 


Length 454 s 
Width. 59 inches 
Height. 54 inches 
Wheelbase: 94 inches 
Track, F/R 49/49 inches 


Weight. 
Price. 
Information package 52 


1900 pounds 


Cuassicany Yours AUTOMOBILES, LTD- 
1051-A Pape Ave. 

Toronto, Ontario 

Canada, МАК 3W3 

(416) 421-8897 

Purchase Information: 

D replica. Complete tuin-key 
cars only. 

Construction Details: 

Based on on unshortened 
Volkswagen chassis. 

Powerplant 

Volkswagen four-cylinder and сї 
applicobie transmissions. 
Suspension: 

Volkswagen front ond rear. 


Hand-loid fiberglass reinforced in all 
crucial oreos ond at ой hinge, latch 
опа mounting points. 


Corsa PRODUCTS 
5045 State 
Ontario. СА 91761 
(714) 627-3116 
Purchase Information: 
'G-TD replica. С 
yackage avail 
Construction: 
Body bolts 
Volkswc 
Powerplant: 
Volkswagen four-cylinder ond al 
applicable transmissions. 
Suspension: 
Volkswagen front and rear 
Body: 
One-piece hand-loid fiberglass with 
double-wall construction. Ай latch, 
hinge and mounting points 
reinforced. Supplied in your choice 
of gel-coat colors. 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
Length 
Width 


nto an unshortened 
п chassis. 


56 inches 
94 inches 
49/49 inches 
1600 pounds 
$6995 


DAYTONA AUTOMOTIVE FIBERGLASS, INC. 
819 Corswell Ave. 

Holly Hill, FL 32017 

(800) 874-0134 


tut 


Powerplant: 


Chev 
j all applicable 


таер 
steering опа Cheve! 
brakes front. d 


zid fiberglass reint 
steel and comes in your choi 
gel-coat colors. 
SPECIFICATIONS: 


448 inches 
62 inches 
Height 56 inches 
Wheel 94 inches 


Track. F/R 49/49 inches 
Wek 1700 pounds 
Price. 56995 
Imation. 


FIBERFAB INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


8800 W. Hwy. 7, Suite 416 
Minneapolis, MN 55426 

(800) 328-5671 

Purchase Information: 

MG-ID replica. Two seporate 
component packages available. 
Construction Details: 

Bolts onto оп unshortened 
Volkswagen chassis. A front-engine 
model is available thot is based on 
а jig-welded, rectangular tubing 
framework 

Powerplant: 

Volkswagen. Pinto/Mustang II or 
Chevette four-cylinder ond oll 
‘applicable transmissions. 
Suspension: 

Volkswagen front and rear. The 
front-engine model features 
independent Pinto/Mustang 1, rack 
опа pinion steering and a solid rear 


SPECIFICATIONS: Purchase Information: axle. Disc 
зно - dots | ences eerte Ee brakes front, drums rear 
Width 45 inches | Component packages os well as j- f 
Heini — Bi Inches | compete tun-key com cvoloble. | атоо tines eae ar 
Wheelbase, min inches | Construction Detalls: mounting points. е 
Track, F/R... 49/49 inches | Body bolts onto on unshortened ‘SPECIFICATIONS: 
Weight. -1850 pounds | Volkswagen chassis. A front-engine Length t: 
Price, v e———— 4,500 | model is evollable that is based on Won, ug Anene, 
| Information package free a 2x4-Inch, 11-gouge rectangular Height... 
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Track. Р 
weigh. 
P 

information 


pockage $1 


Garat Lakes Мотой Cars CORP. 


16 Moin St. East 
Rochester, NY 14614 
(716) 924-7930 
Purchase Information: 
MG-TF replica. Three separate 
component packages опа 
complete tum-key cars available. 
Construction Details: 
Tubular steel space frame 
constructed from 2%-inch, 1 
steel tubing, similar to origi 
design. 
Powerplant: 

ngine and transmission. Wil 
ер? Chevy V6 and V8 engines 
ond ой applicable transmissions 
Suspension: 
Independent MGB front with rock 


ола pinion steering, Solid reor axle, 
MGB ог nine-inch Ford. Disc brakes 


front, drums reor. 
Body: 


One-piece fiberglass reinforced with 

тоск mapiewood In critical areas, 

Ond at all hinge, latch and 

mounting points. 

SPECIFICATIONS: 

Length 447 inches 

Width... 60 inches 

Height. 52 inches 

Wheelbase. 94 inches 

Tock F/R. 49/49 inches 

еюм. „1650 pounds 

ce $7200} | 
'ormation package free Ke 


“í When Chuck Beck called and asked if I'd like to drive his new Vintage 
550 Spyder, 1 expected another ‘phony’ Porsche Body bolted onto a 
Volkswagen belly-pan. 1 was really not prepared for what arrived an hour or 
so later. The first thing I noticed was that this automobile was something 
‘special. When Chuck asked if I'd like to take it for a few ‘laps’ around the 
block, 1 jumped at it. The trip was more fun than I've had in twenty years. 
As ооп as 1 took the wheel my mind went back to the Fifties when I drove 
my Porsche 550 Spyder. This car was every bit as quick and nimble as the 
опе I raced in the Fifties. 1 was soon convinced that the Vintage 550 
Spyder will eam its place in the hearts of sports car buffs as a fun 
replica—of а very famous Porsche. ” 


—George Follmer 


We offer, along with our basic kit, a variety of optional parts packages for the Vintage 
550 Spyder. We recommend their use in completing your car. The interior kit includes 
Speedster-type seats, door panels and kick panels, upholstered in leather-like vinyl. 
Tops, tonneau covers and interors are available in black, red, or tan. Other options are: 
a complete windshield, complete Porsche instrument cluster, wheels, hubcaps, head- 
fights, grils, custom exhaust system, wiring hamess, switches, lights, and nameplates. 
тру of assembly is an important factor in any kit car. This was a prime consider- 
Stok in our decision to reproduce the Porsche Spyder, Because the original design was. 
followed so closely, total assembly may be accomplished in less than 40 hours by any- 
ne with reasonable mechanical ability. Installation of all mechanical components fol- 
fas standard VW shop manual procedure. The Vintage 550 Spyder's design affords 


ready accessibility to all components, 
For more information or instructions on ordering, please contact 
Beck Development, 1531 West 13th Street, Unit Е, 
Upland, California 91786. Telephone (714) 9813840. 


140/260/ 2802. 
jmond, Va. 25220, 804/355-0440 
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Fire Engine 
ed Screamer 


THIS Hor Bucarri WILL STOP TRAFFIC IN BOTH DIRECTIONS 


By T.A. Sunderland 


engine red is one of those exclusive hues: It 
usually looks best on a fire engine. Then there's 
Frank Hetlick's Bugatti. It hits you with both barrels. 
Not only is it good-looking, but it has a story behind 
it. This is the car that started it all; the beginning of 
Frank's love for kit cars, a benefit for the kit car 
industry and the birth of Classic Instruments, Inc. 

Frank was in the publishing business in the early 
705 when he caught the kit car bug. He 
window-shopped for a time, but once he drove a 
Bugatti he searched no further. 

"We bought the kit in 1975," recalls Frank. It was a 
bare bones kit. "As | remember there were two 
windscreens, seven pieces of fiberglass and an 
unchromed radiator shell. We spent four years 
collecting parts from swap meets and hardware 
stores. | had never seen a Bugatti before, but | 
wanted this one to look good." 

While he was making plans to build his car, Frank 
also experimented with the gauges and dials housed 
in the dashboard. In the process he planted the 
Seeds of what later became Classic Instruments, Inc. 
Once he discovered he could design his own gauges, 
Frank was on to something. Classic Instruments 
(2120 Maple Terr., West Linn, OR 97068) opened in 
1877, and produced its first set of instruments in 
1978. In fact, Classic Instruments kept Frank so busy 
76 Kil CAR 


A LOT OF CARS are “fire engine red,” but fire 


that he didn't get to build his Bugatti until 1979. But, 
most good things take a long time. 

Frank uses the basic VW pan and engine 
combination to power his car. Because the driver sits 
where the rear window would normally be in a 
Volkswagen, Frank had to move the pedal, shifting 
and emergency brake assemblies back. The pan was 
narrowed, too. But the rest—front end and 
wheelbase—is unmodified. 

The engine is a 1970 VW 1835сс. This little 
four-banger is fitted with a Holley 5200 Progressive 
2V with dual-port heads. Cima hand-forged pistons 
absorb the shock generated by 102 horsepower and 
transmit it to the street. The generator and 
wraparound headers are chromed, and what isn’t 
chromed is just plain pretty. 

“This car is a go-getter,’ brags Frank. “It scares me." 

The car had to be registered as a show vehicle in 
Oregon, a different class than an “everyday car.” 
However, Frank drives the car almost every weekend 
during the summer, and several days a week he 
drives it to the Classic Instruments offices, 

"We've never trailered the car,” says Frank. “It's 
been in a lot of shows, but it has been driven to all of 
them. If we can't drive it, we don't show it." 

__ For Frank Hettick, his classic fire engine red Bugatti 
is a sweet reminder of how Classic Instruments got 
started. Ke 


The sports car of the future is here 
today, it’s the MAGNUM. A totally 
new concept in automotive design 
and high-tech engineering. This lim- 
ited production, handcrafted, high 
performance sports car combines the 
latest technology with classic Eu- 
Topean styling. The result: the 
MAGNUM, a world class sports car 
with handling and performance lim- 
ited only by the driver's capability. 

The MAGNUM is designed on a 
Unique tubular steel racing chassis 
incorporating four wheel ventilated 
disc brakes, rack and pinion steering, 
infinitely adjustable four wheel in- 

Pendent suspension and much, 
much more. The GM V-6 or Mazda 
rotary engine with 4-speed or 5-speed 
manual transaxle is mounted mid- 


Magnum Sports Car Co. —— 


Lyle R. Mader, Pres. 
Box 180 West, Hwy 34 
Madison, SD 57042 


ship for perfect sure-footed han- 
dling characteristics and lightning 
quick acceleration. Special resins 
impregnated into the hand laid fiber- 
glass of the MAGNUM'S unibody 
construetion ensure a permanent deep. 
lacquer-like finish that resists dete- 
oration or cracking. Tis Je 
steel reinforcing and cockpit rol 
cage further ensure the MAGNUM’S 
durability and your utmost safety. 
The MAGNUM is a direct descen- 
dant of the famous Ferrari Dino 246 
GT. This heritage is evident in its 
classic racing design and comfortable 
luxurious appointments everything 
you'd expect in a world class sports 
car. The VDO racing instrument 
tion is logically display: 
European style pod-type dashboard. 


fo $6 Enclosed for complete information 


1 O Rear Engine Version 


1 Name | 
pI————————É d 


The interior of the MAGNUM also 
includes a soft leather steering wheel 
imported from Italy, infinitely ad- 
justable bucket seats imported from 
Germany as well as richly padded 
door panels with armrests, plush tail- 
огей carpeting, acoustically padded 
headliner, roll-up windows, and an 
extremely spacious rear luggage 
compartment. É 

Tf you want clessic racing heritage, 
superb handling and performance, 
elegant design, and а level of driver 
comfort equal to the finest European. 
sports cars, there is only one choice 
... the MAGNUM. 


п Mid Engine Version 


may be the most eye-pléasirig of all of Carroll : 
'anship are outstanding. 
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most hard-core Cobra fanatic into a frenzy. The 

ТА, and its hardtop brother, the Cobra Daytona 
coupe, were Carroll Shelby's ultimate small-block 
Cobra experiment 


F І.А. —THREE LETTERS that will send even the 


According to Shelby American Automobile Club 
national director Richard Kopec, "The 289 F.LAs 
were really the war-horse. The Daytona coupes got 
all the publicity for winning the Manufacturers’ World 
Championship for Shelby American in 1965; but if it 
wasn't for the F.L.A. roadsters, Shelby American 
Wouldn't have been a contender in either the '64 or 
'65 Manufacturers’ Series.” 

А total of 16 289 Р.А. cars were built. Among 
those, five were made for the Manufacturers’ Series, 
While the remaining 11 were built for the United 
States Road Racing Championships (USRRC). During 
54-65, 14 drivers were employed by Shelby 
American to pilot the F.I.A.s, but Dan Gurney, Phi 
Hill, Bob Bondurant and Dave MacDonald were the 
Official factory drivers. 

Stylewise, it is common knowledge that the 289 
БТА. was the "interim model" that bridged the gap 
seWeen 289 and 427 bodies. The F.L.A.s boasted 
front and rear fender designs that were mirrored in 
the big-block Cobras. Meeting Federation 
international Automobile (a sanctioning body formed 
the Stablish regulations and rules for the Е1.А. Cobra) 
benand wheel regulations was the motivating force 

Pind the F.LA.'s enlarged wheel openings. 
ang dày. fewer than a dozen of the F./A. cars remain 
ud therefore, qualify for genuine, rare-bird status 
of reg, Collectors. Over the past few years, a number 
ody ications have been attempted on the ЕЛА. 
іп Уе. The latest, and possibly the best, was 
EUCed by North American Fiberglass 

Nazi? Tempe, Arizona. 

S 427 and 289 Cobra replicas have been very 


RA WON'T LEAVE You WANTING 


Successful in the kit car market, and paved the way 

for public acceptance of an F.L.A. replica. According 

to NAF's Jack Kube, “The 289 Ғ.А. is one of the 

nicest-looking cars Shelby American ever produced. 

We've thoroughly researched this car prior to 

ров and we think you'll agree that we did our 
емогк." 

NAF has taken the “you can have any color as 
long as it's black” attitude in selling its new Е.1,А. 
replica. In other words, this car will not be sold in kit 
form. Instead it will be Sold іп semi-completed and 
turn-key stages only, with a price tag of $20,000 to 
$28,000, respectively. The reason for this decision is 
NAF feels that an F.A. should be built only one way, 
which is exactly the way the cars were built when 
‘Shelby American won the championship. 

The good news is, however, that certain 
non-competing options will be available. These 
include a heater, air conditioner, rear anti-sway bar, 
competition oil cooler, twin fans, racing fuel cell, a 
hardtop with sliding side windows, and a Tilton 
mechanical brake bias. All will be offered as 
“factory-blessed” items for your Е.1.А. 

The chassis on the F.LA. replica differs from the 
original's for safety reasons. The replica is built of 
2x4-inch tubing in а ladder configuration. Suspension 
is an eight-inch Ford live axle in back using a five-bar 
link setup with Aldan coil-over shock absorbers. 
Gearing is 3.25:1. Up front, NAF uses a set of 
Mustang |! spindles and upper and lower control 
arms, which have been modified to accept the Aldan 
Coil-over shocks. An NAF %-inch anti-sway bar is also 
‘standard equipment. 

Tilton Engineering disc brakes are used on all four 
corners (10'%-inch Lincoln discs and '85 Corvette 
calipers), along with a Tilton emergency disc brake 
mounted to the front of the differential. Wheels and 
tires on the car pictured are eight-inch-wide 
Compomotive aluminum modulars equipped with 
УН-50 Goodyear Gatorbacks. Street versions on 
turn-key 289 F.I.A.s will be equipped with B. 

Goodrich (P-225/R60x15 front and P-245/R60x15 
rear) radial T/A rubber. 

NAF offers such complete pallet 289 F.I.A.s that 
the customer only needs to install the wheels, tires, 
engine, transmission, driveshaft and radiator. But the 
really good news is for buyers purchasing a turn-key 
FLA. North American sells this version with a fully 
warranted, 19857 5-liter Н.О. 302 Ford small-block, 
backed up by a Borg-Warner Н.Е. T-5 five-speed and 

-inch clutch. 
tne builds its F.I.A. bodies using triple-thickness, 
hand-laid fiberglass for a strong, smooth shell. 
Several colors are available, but this particular model 
was painted in the traditional guardsman blue with 

ripes. 
Misi, youll see that F.l.A. instrumentation, seats 
and rollbar are exact, with interior colors in either 

blue. 

to be compared to the ori |. 
breathes and wishing that you owned one. The best 
rt is that you can have one of your very own. North 

American Fiberglass’ F.LA. is an exotic car, but with 


an affordable price. 
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WHATEVER YOU DRIVE OR 
RIDE, ON OR OFF THE 
ROAD, PETERSEN HAS AN 
AUTOMOTIVE TITLE JUST 
RIGHT FOR YOU! 

HOT ROD ° CAR CRAFT* 
MOTOR TREND * 
4-WHEEL & OFF-ROAD * 
CIRCLE TRACK: 
MOTORCYCLIST * 

DIRT RIDER * 
O PETERSEN 


Wo Build Magazines Right 


COBRA 
Restorers 


45x 
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Arizona F.I. A. 
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Even Cobras have fo rest some fime. The addition of the F.LA. model fo North 
American's production line should produce more Cobra enthusiasts. 


I] Full-fendered wheelwell 
openings are filled to 
capacity with 
P225/R60x15 
Goodyears mounted on 
15x8-inch wheels. Rear 
axle wears P2455. 
Notice the beautiful 
aluminum grillework in 
side fender vents. 


| Со бї Brochuro/Price Ut. a 


Cabriolet Assembly Manuel ee 


Cabriolet Assembly Manual and 

| Tempore Package 

| 9f Азат Manos 
Gatsby Productions 

1716 Stone Ave. Dept. KC7 

San Jose, CA 95125 

(408) 295-8595 
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Front suspension consists of Ford 
components and a few minor tweaks 
апа modifications to retain original 
F.LA.'s handling reputation. Disc 
brakes are a must. The 
chrome-plated adjustable sway bar Is 
rare for Cobra replicas. 


In back, Ford nine-Inch Is supported 

by four-bar-type suspension and 
coll-over shocks. Rearmounted disc 
brakes provide extra stopping power. KC 


You can't be one 
hout it. 


For all manner of street, touring, competition, 
and technical information, there's only one magazine 
that goes everywhere you do... MOTORCYCLIST! 
For 70 years MOTORCYCLIST has been the leading 
authority in its field, bringing you street tests, 
safety points, ways to improve mileage, modifications 
for long hauls, tech briefings, and much more... . all 
designed to make you the master of your machine! 
MOTORCYCLIST—super riding for seven decades, 
super reading for the ‘80s! 


NOW ON SALE AT YOUR LOCAL NEWSSTAND 


| (7) PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Think of it as reborn, not copied 


The Daytona MIGI II is more than a replica of the MG-TD 


DAYTONA 


MIGI II 


r MIGI II is available as an easy to | isthe mont com 


Rah 
uM 
DEN EET SER Assembly Е 
Uctions make sense, Our attention to 
cun makes the TD care alive sin ce 
х years ago we handcrafted the first 
Daytona MIGI: We lito thought so many 
АЕ ЕА 
rt it à true rej Чоп, 
ofthe NOD conid ap mach the wonder 
of the itish classic. 
АХ ЖШ build our kits and cars by band. 
МОТ) Pevtona MIGI II remains the only 
Kit whose body dimensions are 
{hose ofthe original. 
$ Selected as Offici Pace Car, ST. PETERSBÌ 
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BLAS 


INTO THE PAST! 


fantastic voyage to Ive 
‘ot hol rodeing. From 
"when the "stre rod" 


ONLY $4.95 

NOW ON SALE AT YOUR 
LOCAL NEWSSTAND OR 
USE THIS HANDY COUPON 
& ORDER TODAY! 


Sendo: Petersen Retall Sales Services 

6725 Sunset Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90020 
тувовв 


me.— copios of THE UEST OF НОТ 
ROD @s495 each pius 68¢ handing charge por copy 
dred. LA. County поета add GWS salon x, a 
iher СА rosidents add 6%. Абон 4.0 wooks or det 
у, Sana check or money order, US. FUNDS ONLY. 
Fete prin clea. y 
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'86 Kir CAR NATIONALS 
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"Тее ту а complete car and drive 
it home. Can you guys give me the 
name of some dealers in New York?" 
asked the caller to the SAMA office. 

Per the usual, the potential replicar 
customer was told to (a) check the ad- 
vertisements in various magazines such 
as Petersen's KIT CAR, (b) describe the 
car he's looking for and SAMA will try to 
locate a nearby supplier, and (c) he was 
informed about the Kit Car Nationals in 
Columbus, Ohio, during the Fourth of Ju- 
ly weekend (July 4-July 6, 1986). 

Upon learning that he'll be able to see 
a wide selection of cars all in one place, 
test drive many of them and make his 
Purchase during the Nationals event, he 
would immediately request further infor- 
mation. 

This kind of telephone call is typical of 
those received in the SAMA office since 
the results of the '85 Kit Car Nationals 
were published in various magazines. As 
this information reaches more and more 
kit car enthusiasts, interest in the Nation- 
als will continue to increase. 

The Kit Car Nationals is the once. 
year gathering place for manufacturers 
and distributors of kits and complete 
cars, as well as suppliers of parts and 
accessories. As would be expected, true 
hobbyists, veterans and newcomers 
alike will converge on the grounds to be 
а part of the action. SAMA, in its efforts 
to perpetuate the hobby, strives to get 
more people involved. 

Kicking off the Nationals will be the 
‘opening ceremonies, held on the Fourth 
of July (Friday evening) at the Ohio Ex- 
positions Center and Fairgrounds in Co- 
lumbus. On-stage entertainment is 
planned, as well as indoor and outdoor 
exhibits including kits, replicars, exotic 
cars and show pieces. On Saturday 
(Continuing through Sunday), the exhibits 
will be operational with concours-type. 
displays of assorted, privately owned 
cars. There's sufficient space on the 


grounds for test drives, and many manu- 
facturers will have cars on hand for pro- 
spective buyers to drive. 

‘SAMA anticipates strong supplier rep- 
resentation of parts and accessories 
such as shocks, wheels and gauges. 
Many of these will be at special Kit Car 
Nationals’ prices, and so will kits and 
complete cars. Nationals’ "specials" are 
commonplace. So for those enthusiasts 
looking for their dream kit, this is the time 
to buy. 


KIT CAR NATIONALS SCHEDULE 
Friday, July 4, 6-11 p.m. 
Saturday, July 5, 10 am.-10 p.m. 
‘Sunday, July 6, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 


Columbus is in the hub of specialty au- 
tomotive activity, but the location is not 
as convenient as association officials 
would like. A West Coast SAMA mini-na- 
tionals will soon be announced that will 
probably be held in the Los Angeles 
area. 

There's a demand for a series of kit 
car events in various locations such as 
Floride, the East Coast and Los Angeles, 
and SAMA intends to fill the voids by 
producing “mini-nats" events to supple- 
ment the annual Kit Car Nationals. 

This year's event should attract even 
more car manufacturers (there were 40 
in the '85 event in Detroit), along with a 
Substantial number of accessory ven- 
dors. The SAMA office is projecting 60 
kit car and complete car companies, and 
60 parts and equipment vendors. 

Private car owners are urged to enter 
the Kit Car Nationals and be a part of 
this exciting, once-a-year show. An entry 
form on the following page is included 
for your convenience. Manufacturers, on 
the other hand, should contact the SA- 
MA offices for space information. Write. 
to: SAMA Kit Car Nationals, 4340 Cam- 
pus Dr., Suite 202, Newport Beach, CA 
92660, (714) 756-9053. кс 


í CAR NATIONALS 


THE ONLY EVENT OF ITS KIND IN THE WORLD! 


| Enter your kit car today to enjoy the fun of an all-out 
national convention for kit cars, replicars, reproductions. 


| Concours d’Elegance Competitions * Special Awards ә On-stage Entertainment 
| Manufacturer Exhibits @ National Press Coverage * Fireworks Display 


GALA FOURTH OF JULY WEEKEND CELEBRATION 
COLUMBUS FAIRGROUNDS, COLUMBUS, OHIO, JULY 4, 5, 6, 1986 


OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 


Entryforms required tor ай participating cars! Complete this отап: 
below) An official entry number will be furnished along with a letter of сс: 
other cars admitted to the fairgrounds). Entry must be received no iat 


узатат. 
чагїачё ent 


Name 


Street address City 


Describe your car (make, model, year built, etc.) 


Club affiliation, if any 
Competition preferences (for judging) 


э: брез 


0 Best Engine: 


тч Seca Atte Мала 


x. М. adicty ano vetns S eS na 


GENERAL INFORMATION: The third annual Kit Car Nationals wil be produced: 


Soecoly Automotive Manufacturers Association (SAMA) at the Олю Expositors С pe 
Faigoundsin Columbus, Мо, July 4,5 and 6. Registration begins Thursday moming. duy3at LABILITY rant a ск owners бе guests and 
бе fairgrounds, and continues trough Saturday, July 5. АП admission credentials, vehicle i>” sparta’. uyar scott a! Ps ety ут lease soarge ANE злото ESTO 
‘ation sticker andrelatecregisratonmaterilsavallabeforpickuponlyattheregstatence —— Atarove Mandactzes Rssananas ihe One узу erer Балчым, he Sute at 
ter а Ве Fairgrounds Vehicles without windshield sticker in place по admitted to fargroonds Озо ety Courbes эло Per aH HAC EYEE Apes estan Ser 


ipa ayore else conecta ith e management or gresematon ate КА Car Natonals o! 
у төз зу ane al ticum оки damages jenes USS tents эло dms NON 
алача Dt шу ester any eant tee esa papety Each entrant 

To аел akat те reyang NS. ET делал ал! Nes al and Nom алу ала ай 
pay avasoned ox ооду HOM Te салд M eT әс алу дайа ISSIS or 
эхее with entra эле uate Pe десен coti of estat Estaets aee Mat par 
ошоо б лу CONES дата cives may Зе wed o vees WD тен approval ol 


Nationals events and activities Now SAMA members 


орн credentials must be shown by individuals for admission to fairgrounds (two adnissan 

dents include with each entry) 

ENTRY & ADVERTISING RELEASE: Car owner and wile or guests in consideratono! 

Ле, agree to permit the Specially Automotive Manufacturers Assocation andor Kit Car 

datas the use of their names and pictures, or pictures o their carts), for pub, advertising 

ee Qoa purposes belore, during and alter the Kit Car Nationals, ang hereby relinquish any 

экое нн toany photos taken in connection with the event and give permissiontapubist 
"henisedsposeo! such photographs to the Specialty Automotive Manufacturers Associa: 

| ENTRY FEE: SAMA members enclose S20 for car entryandadmission credentials for woaduts tal Kit Ga; Naand avenar ына аео an kit Car 
pereka for a 1-year membership in the Specialty Automotive Manilsctrers Vern dign * лагыл. All participant materials — windshield stic- 

lationals events and activities (optional. Children under 16 years ol age admitted ree accompanied м State Fairgrounds prior to and during. 

hss nn ataca E 

"^; upon presentation of your confirmation letter (furnished by return mall 


Tolaltee е, 
Car Natio 


огоот ЗАМА members includes one years membershipand Kit 

closed with this entry: $. (620 for Kit Car Nationals entry only Optionat: $35 for on S 

nals entry), 

pe decisions set torth by event oficiais: 
“ега he foregoing conditions of the КИ Gar Nationals and agree to casen al iesand 
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BASICS—Part1 — 


A BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO Kir CAR WIRING 


By Peter W. Frey 


particularly older ones that have 
suffered at the hands of many 
Owners, have one horror story in 
‘common, it probably will be found in 
that spaghetti-ike tangle of makeshift 
wiring under the dashboard. 
So it was in my case. After getting 


I кт cars in the world, 


what | thought was a great deal on the 


first kit car I've owned in nearly а 
decade (a swoopy, fire-engine red 


dune buggy whose make | have yet to 


identity), | began the process of 
bringing it up to my standards of 
quality. 


1 A variety of mechanical bits needed 
either massaging or replacement. This 


- Was accomplished with relatively little 
гашта... until the first time | did my 


'obatic act and stuck my head under 
оаа. з 


i, > ъч; 


assume, it would have when ! got a 
good look at the nasty mess behind 
the dashboard. The sight of those 
wires looping around the speedometer 
cable, clipped-off ends dangling in 
space and unconnected connectors 
gaping, left me feeling that any attempt 
to straighten it out would be futile. It 
маз enough to keep me away from the 
task for several weeks. | figured, "If it 
ain't broke, don't fix it.” 

Then came the 50-mile-drive-at- 
midnight-with-headlights-that-don’t-work 
adventure and, shortly after that, the 
replace-the-generator-voltage regulator- 
and-battery-in-an-effort-to-find-out-why- 
it's-not-charging episode. And finally 
the “сой meltdown" incident, at which. 
point | belatedly (and reluctantly) came 
to the conclusion that it was time to 
sort out the wiring before another 
electrical malfunction occurs. Next time, 
1 might sell what was otherwise а 


a Жо 


te 


pretty nice car to the first passerby for — | 
the price of cab fare home. | 
The wiring task is far easier said | 
than done. in my youth | completely | 
rewired a Fiat Berlina Corsa, so | | 
thought, "How tough could it be?" i 
Well, after about three hours of | 
standing on my head trying to trace the | 
ins and outs of my high school shop | 
class wiring project, 1 found out how 
tough it could be—impossible, It | 
became obvious that no amount of | 
tinkering was going to fix the problem. | 
it required major surgery—ripping out | 
every wire and starting over from bare | 
termin 
It was at this point that my memory 
suddenly cleared. The rosy glow of 


concerned with the outcome of my 
handiwork. That was when | realized | 
needed to call in the services of an 
expert. 

Two dozen phone calls later, the 
decision was made. Mark Hamilton at 
Mark's Auto Electrical Service 
(15180-8 Raymer St., Van Nuys, СА 
91405, 818/786-2144), is a full-time, 
major-league expert in dealing with 
electrical wiring. And since | already 
envisioned a series of electrical articles 
for KIT CAR Magazine, | was fortunate 
that Hamilton was willing to take time 
out from a steady stream of desperate 
customers to teach me the basics, 
especially with his skil of explaining 
technical matters in layman's terms. In 
future KIT CAR issues, Mark Hamilton 
will appear as a regular contributor on 
electrical matters, and have a reader's 
forum in which to answer your kit car 
wiring questions. If your kit has 
electrical problems that need solving 
immediately, contact him at the 
aforementioned address. 

Before you reach for spools of wire 
and a box of solderless connectors, 
here are a few tips that are essential in 
doing а correct job of wiring or rewiring 
your kit car. Keep in mind that if you 
want the wiring to be dependable, 
you'll probably be better off stripping 
the old system out and starting with a 
clean sheet of paper . . . literally. 

Good electrical system fabrication 
begins with careful planning. Start by 
walking around your car with pencil 
and paper in hand and make a list of 
every electrical component that is 
used. It is from this parts list that the 
wiring diagram is drawn. 

Having made the list, write all the 
electrical components down in 
geographical order. They should be laid 
out like a floor plarrof the 
vehicle headlights in front, taillights in 
the back, dashboard in the middle, and 
Parts like the battery or voltage 
fegulator should also be located in 
their proper places. 

Don't try to fit all the elements of 
the diagram on the same sheet of 
Paper. This will only confuse you with a 
myriad of lines running every which 
Way and result in a sloppy wiring job. 
Put the ignition, starting and charging 
circuits on one page, the lighting 
Systems (headlight, taillight, turn signal, 
instrument lights) on another, and the 
accessory systems such as windshield 
Wipers, horn and instrument lights on. 
Yet another. This separation will help 
You to keep the job in perspective, 
Which is necessary in order to be 
Successful, 
Маке sure all the individual 
miamponents are written on your floor 
formant labeled correctly. After the 
тапа are clearly indicated and 
Use а 7,25 they are on the actual part, 
con fuler to draw in the necessary 
freehosting Wires. Do not attempt to 
tloppy kaS, drawing. If you follow a 
winds я ‘etch, you'll wind up with the. 
ЧӨӨ wipers coming on every . 
© 
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Next time you feed your face, 
think about your heart. 


TES 


Go easy on your heart and start Cutting 
back on foods that are high in saturated 
fat and cholesterol. The change'll do 
you good. 


| ames 
| @PAmericanteart Association 
| WERE FIGHTING FOR YOUR UFE 


COMPARE THE FEATURES 


Lincoln Towncar chassis-127" W.B. GM 
V8 drive train All steel body and doors 
Fiberglass fenders and hoods 4 place 
eating available Lots of luggage space 
т interior for large people Weighs | yW 
3650 Ibs. and drives like a dream 

i i with 
The ARCHER is designed wit 
affordability in mind. Component parts 
start at $2695.00 and a rolling assembly is 
$11,500.00. 


Name. 
i le, 

We know of no other car with the style, 

the ride, the ruggedness, the comfort, the iae 


„ the legroom, the luggage 
peine simplicity, of assembly and the 
SFrordability of the ARCHER. It’s simply 
BEST IN TTS CLASS. 


CHER COACHWORKS, 865 N 360 We 
ARCH call (219) 7624 ng 
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The majority of kit cars sold come 
with a manufacturer-supplied wiring 
harness. Although a lot of the work 
has been done for you, you still 
should understand the basics in 
‘order fo ensure a proper installation 
and trouble-free operation. 


А custom electrical panel like this 
опе looks trick and will likely lead to 
a reliable system. It also shows that 
the builder put a lot of planning into 
his project. The panel's design should 
make maintenance easy. 


е gamut from elementary to the most 


п s run the 
Automotive electrical system: нерее ринчи итү 


complex. The complex systems requi 


both systems can be handled with the proper planning. 


The Pacific Coast Cobra 289 ЕЛА. replica has a manufacturer-supplied 
electrical system. The harness comes ready to install and has lots of features 
that will allow it fo function without fail for many years. The dashboard has 

ail of the necessary gauges and lots of fie wraps along with a quick connector. 


1 3 


The P.C.C. master control panel mounts fo the firewall 


under the dash. The separate wire harnesses are bundled 
together and are ready to be routed to their proper 
sure to position them away from 


locations. 
апу heat source. 


time you hit the brakes. Once you've 
got a coherent wiring diagram, DO 
NOT approach the vehicle with a roll of 
wire in one hand and a box of 
connectors in the other. You cannot 
string wires one at a time and be 
Successful. 

You must look at the diagram, 
count how many wires there are in 
each part of the system, measure the 
distances involved from one 
component to another, then create the 
hamess outside the car (leaving a few 
feet of extra wire at every end for good 
measure). Separate parts of the 
86 КТ CAR 
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Simply plug the dashboard harness into the master 
control panel connector and you are ready to go. It 
you have followed the directions carefully, you will be 


rewarded with many miles of driving pleasure. 


harness will include wires for 
dashboard to engine, dashboard to 
rear lights, and dashboard to front 
lights. The forward section will include 
wires for the horn, headlights, parking 
lights, turn signals, fog lights, and 
maybe a wire to the fuel gauge if the 
tank is in the front. The rear section 
will include wires for the taillights, turn 
signals, brake lights, license plate light, 
backup lights (maybe), and a fuel tank 
sending unit wire if the tank is in the 
rear. The harness from the dashboard 
area will include the ignition wire, 
gauge sending units, charging system, 


starting system, and the main power 
wire from the battery to tho Switches. 

^s you begin fabricating the 
harness, be sure to write the colors of 
the wire you're using on the wiring 
diagram. Use tie wraps or tape to 
Section off the wires that go with each 
part of the system, and make sure all 
the wires are secured in their relative 
Positions in the harness before you 
attempt to install them in the vehicle. 
Nothing will throw a monkey wrench in 
the works faster than having a floating 
wire you can't account for. 

Once the harness is laid out and 


~ tuned, 


he main bundle of 

m in place with tie 
ог however you plan 
о locate the harness so it doesn't 
move around. 

@After the main part of the harness 
is cinched down, take each of the 
separate wire systems (dashboard to 
engine, dashboard to front, dashboard 
to rear) and, referring to your diagram, 
route each wire exactly to its intended 
terminal. To save on the cost of tie 
wraps, you might want to locate the 
Wires with a small strip of tape until 
you've got everything laid out just the 
way you want it. Once the wires are in 
place, you can give the system a 
finished, professional look by 

urchasing (at any neighborhood auto 
parts store) a package of flexibl 
Corrugated tubing with an opening so 
you can fit it around wiring that is 
already in place. 

Ф After you've done all this work, it 
will be worthless unless you've used 
the appropriate wire gauge for each 
circuit. So take heed of the following 
recommendations. For the main power 
feed to the dashboard from the battery, 
and for the charging system line from 
the alternator or generator, use 
10-gauge wire. For headlights, 
windshield wipers, fog lamps, or any 
other continuously used circuit that has 
a fairly heavy current drain, use 
14-gauge wire. And for all other 
circuits, the dashboard lights, brake 
lights and turn signals, 16-gauge wire is 
recommended. 

The important thing to 
remember about wire gauges is that 
the higher the number, the smaller the 
wire. Installing too small a wire will 
result in the circuit running hotter than 
it should, which causes premature 
switch and/or fuse failure. It's also а 
good idea to use as few connectors in 
а wire as you can. Every time the flow 
of current is interrupted by a connector 
(be it a crimp or even a soldered joint), 
there will be some measure of 
resistance. If there are several of these 
in the course of a long wire from the 
dashboard back to the engine 
compartment, a distinct (and 
Problem-causing) drop in voltage can 
occur. A severe drop and the system 
will never work properly. It will be 
Susceptible to changes in temperature, 
Such as when the engine compartment 
heats up, 

These tips should be helpful when 
You begin planning your own wiring 
(stem. But what if you're more 
cunate than | was, and don't need to 

ave letely rewire the car? What if you 
the gia COuple of wires dangling from 
out peering column and can't figure 
tum 0и to hook them up to make the 
edo are the sort of problems that 
е the sort of problems that 
atk Hamilton is а wizard at, and wil 
ressing in future issues. So stay 
along tt aul Your car to Mark's shop 
ап of o ouf checkbook. The arcane 
соте py «ical wiring is not easily 
Nor practiced for free. КС 
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PORSCHE 
914 Appearance Groups 


by RAYCO, Inc. 
4635 Washington, St. Louis, MO 63403 


(314) 624-1324 


for color photos 


Send $1.00 


with S.A.S.E. 
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Phase I: Our original ‘944 
conversion package 
featuring '916' front and 


Complete fiberglass 
package as shown 
$4295.00. Includes freight 
(continental U.S.) 


request). 


Phase 11: Our new and 
most innovative 
conversion featuring a 
bolt-on front-end styled 
after the 944 and 944 
turbo. Utilizng stock 
924/44 bumper pads and 
lighting (available upon 


Phase Ш: Utilizes the 
styling of the 1975-76 914 


fenders used in our Phase 
lll conversion. (available 


REMEMBER! All 


‘our parts 


‘are sold individually and 
in packages. Thus making, 
replacement and 


personal customizing 
easy. Most of our parts 
are completely 
interchangable with each 
other. 
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Кмоск ON Моор 


By Lawrence D. Rodgers 


lassic Woodies have long been a fa- 

vorite among auto enthusiasts. 
That's probably because their beautiful 
bodywork conjures up fond memories of 
days gone by; days when almost all au- 
tomobiles incorporated some kind of 
wood in their makeup. Woodies seem to 
have universal appeal, from the antique 
car crowd to surfers. Kit car enthusiasts 
have jumped on the Woody bandwagon 
as well, and it is currently being repro- 
duced by Legendary Motorcars (P.O. 
Box 292434, Columbus, OH 43229) and 
Verco, Inc. (227 W. Main, Greensburg, 


IN 47240). 

Our artist's renderings improve the tra- 
ditional Woody shape with a number of 
lavish styling treatments. The Woody's 
square, boxy shape lends itself easily to 
restyling, therefore ideas and modifica 
tions are limited only by your imagination 
and pocketbook. кс 


Editor's Note: The Woodie repro- 
duction, as offered by the above 
mentioned manufacturers, does not 
come with the styling treatments de- 
picted on these pages. These im- 
ages are our artist's conceptions 
only. 


Stock, as manufactured. 


1 


More traditional look: '50s-stylo 
wire wheels, covered spare, 
windows corrected. 


Woodle Town Car; for the ultra-rich 
surfer. 


Stretched body. Cowl moved 
forward to create four-door style. 


Буро зиев» Woodie with chopped 
top and monster motor. 


am mam 


CLASSIC CHEVYs and MORE! 


HIGH PERFORMANCE 


Now a Quarterly Publication 


From the editors of Hot Rod comes an all-new 
quarterly publication geared to entertain and 
inform Chevy fans everywhere ...... 
CHEVROLET HIGH PERFORMANCE. Each 
spectacular issue is filled with facts and colorful 
photos of America's most popular car. Learn 
where to find restorable Super Sports, Corvette 
fiberglass repair tricks, engine swaps and 
buildups, cruising action and performance tips. 
CHEVROLET HIGH PERFORMANCE also 
features helpful money-saving how-tos on a 
variety of parts such as headliner replacement, 
plastic trim repair, interior customizing, and 
accessories. If you're into classic Chevys, top 
performance models, special street machines, 
customs and more, CHEVROLET HIGH 
PERFORMANCE is for you! 


NOW ON SALE 
AT YOUR LOCAL 
NEWSSTAND 


© PETERSEN 


We Build Magazines Right 
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By Brett MacDonald 
BUILDER STRESS 


am having a problem with my Kellison 
GT-40 replica that | hope you can help 
me with. The rear deck is quite thin and 
has numerous stress cracks in it. | went 
to a local body shop and they wanted to 
add layers of fiberglass to the inside and 
then cover the outside with body filler. 1 
do not feel that this would be an effec- 
tive repair and that it would make the tail 
section too heavy. Do you have any sug- 
gestions? 
Nick Eggenberger 
Greely, PA 


Currently, kit car manufacturers are 
using a product known as Core-mat® 
during the original layup to provide stiff- 
ness without significantly increasing 
body weight. As this product was un- 
available in the late Sixties when your kit 
was produced, you now have two 
courses of action that should solve your 
problem. First, you could add a layer of 
Core-mat*, but because you would prob- 
ably have to buy a large roll, it would not 
be economical for your repair. Your oth- 
er alternative is to install а stiffening grid 
inside the tail section. This should run 
from the rear hinge area to the forward 
20де with supports around the window, 

100. 

To fabricate the grid, start with some 
thin cardboard tubes about three feet 
long. They don't have to be very thick 
because their sole purpose is to support 
the fiberglass while it's curing. Cut these 
tubes in half (lengthwise) to form a U- 
‘shaped channel. Mark the location of the. 
‘supports in the body and grind an area 
approximately three inches wider to pro- 
vide a good surface for the fiberglass to 
adhere. Finally, tape the channels in po- 
sition and fiberglass them, overlapping 
the edges about one inch. Once the fi- 
berglass has cured, you will find that the 
tail section is a lot stiffer with only a 
slight increase in weight (about four to 
10 pounds) 

There are several ways to repair your 
сагв stress cracks. You can perform 
опе of them at home, but the other tricks 
should be left to a professional who has 
extensive experience in gel-coat applica- 
tion. (Some of these methods require 
the entire car to be recoated, then sand- 
ed and buffed to achieve a satisfactory. 
finish.) Your best approach is to block 
find ihe areas of stress, removing all 

and then apply a sprayable fill 
er. Next, refinish the entre car with a 
two-part mixture of polyester primer and. 
paint. A note of caution: Don't use any 
paint, especially catalyzed epoxy paints, 
without adequate ventilation and a high- 
quality respirator. Many health problems. 
can be caused by breathing paint fumes. 
and most epoxy-type paints contain Iso- 
cyanate, which can be deadly. 
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six Pack To Go 


ve wanted to build the Aquila from 

‘American Fibre Craft ever since | first 
saw it in KIT САН. | want to build my car 
Ground a Corvair engine that | have, but 
When | contacted Kennedy Engineering 
Products about an adapter for Corvair to 
VW, they told me that | must also install 
а reverse-giind camshaft to make the 
engine rotate in the same direction as 
the VW engine that | would be replacing, 
1 also plan to use a Porsche 914 trans- 
axle, disc brakes and rack and pinion 
steering, Since the Porsche is a mid-en- 
gine car and the Aquila is rear-engine, 
Wouldn't the transmission work properly 
їп this application without the reverse- 
gind cam? Also, what other problems 
might | encounter in building my Aquila. 
using the parts I've mentioned? 

John S. DuRette 
Hampton, VA 


We doubt that you would be happy if 
you put a Corvair engine in your kit. First, 
you would have to add a brace to the 
rear of the frame to support the heavier. 
Corvair engine. Then you would probably 
have to modify the rear body section to 
accommodate the increased engine 
length. And finally, none of your friends 
would let you park your car in their drive- 
ways unless you brought along an oil 
drip pan. 

While the transaxle would work as you 
perceive, you would encounter an accel- 
erated wear rate of the ring and pinion 
gears that would be unacceptable as 
these gears are designed to take loading 
in a specific direction for improved wear 
and power transmitting ability 

It would be nice to use the Porsche 
suspension and brakes you suggest, but 
you will encounter major adapting prob- 
lems as the 914 uses a MacPherson 
strut suspension system and the kit you 
Want to build is set up for Volkswagen 
уре | components front and rear. Your 
best choice, both from an economic and 
Construction standpoint, would be to use 
а Karmann Ghia disc brake front end 
209 disc brako conversion kit for the rear 
cn’ опе offered by Gary's VW Spe- 

ies, 8301 Standustrial, Stanton, СА 
бото Would not be advantageous to 
Pinion he trouble of adapting a rack and 
fe aon steering unit as the stock VW box 

^ excellent piece of equipment. 


FORDRARpI 


COR 
[зп ылла an Alpha 1 GTO and | 


Nant to replace the it b 
" е stock Datsun six- 
Rt Angine with a V8. | prefer the 
to its gltblock over the Chevrolet due 
Weight, ИУ smaller size and lighter 
mest especially for its distributor 
Nt (at the front. where it's easy to 


Rental VHS or BETA 
Video Tape Assembly Manual 52000 1 


П 
Standard Ki icer 
' it, priced at $5,495.00 Printed Assembly Manual $12.00 


} Faux Cabriolet Kit priced а: $3,795.00 Information and Color 
) Front Engine Kit, priced at $895.00 additional Photo Package $3.00. 
) 2ISSRANGE ROAD CLEARWATER, FLORIDA 33575 813-447-8602 


Ф DATSUN DEPENDABILITY! CONVERTIBLE CONVIENENCE! Ф 
DATSUN-Z OWNERS! 

The House of 7° is proud to introduce 
the "CAUFORNIA-2”, a convertible 
conversion based on the 240-280 
line of Dotun = 
sports cots! The 
“CAUFORNIA-2” 
posesses oll of 


convienence, The House of 7° will 
either convert your own Z-car to a 
beautiful "CAUFORNIA-Z" or, we'll sell 
You a turn-key 

з conversion 
1 personally tailored 
to your tastes. 


those attributes a Wath the 
which has made "CAUFORNIAZ": 
the Datsun-Z-cor The sky's the limit. 

Send $200 for 


so popular along 
with genuine, top 

convertible. 
mat (818) 990-6622 


USE OF Z = 
xs 45314 Dickens Street, Sherman Oaks, Calif. 91403 
"Te House of 2 s also о licensed CONTEMPORARY COBRA Distibuloit 


brochure. 


FOR ALL 
KIT MFGR'S 


Front or Rear 


ROLLING CHASSIS 


DON'T SETTLE 


e WARRANTY - 12/12 
. RIENCE 
ЕАУ 
SPECIAL 

SALE INCENTIVE 


CARGEM SALES, INC. |=; 


12644 old 27 North, Dept. 015 
Houghton Lake, М! 48629 
(517) 422-499 


Now a 
Quarterly 
Publication! 


ON SALE NOW 


AT YOUR LOCAL NEWSSTAND! 
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92KI CAR 


From the editors of Hot Rod, | 
MUSCLECAR CLASSICS | 
features the top performance 

cars of the past decades wit 
restoration tips, parts guides, 
engine detailing and buildup 
tricks. You'll also find advice on 
how to buy а restorable muscle 
car. In addition, MUSCLECAR 
CLASSICS has loads of fantastic 
photos of prime musclo cars! 
Now you can get in on the 
action with each exciting 
quarterly issue. Join the Boss, 
GTO Judge, Superbird and 
Roadrunner for the ride of your 
life! MUSCLECAR CLASSICS 
covers everything from AMX to 
2.28, and а fow suprises too! 
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work on). Do you know of any company 
that makes a kit to install the Ford motor 
in my 1973 2402? 

Jon Koederitz 

Gretna, LA 


Some years ago we saw a kit offered 
for just such a swap, but we have been 
unable to locate anyone who remembers | 
what company offered it or where they 
were located. This swap is simple and 
you can fabricate the mounts yourself or 
take patterns of the mounts to a welder 
or machine shop and have them repro- |} 
duced. 

The first step in your swap should be 
to visit a local junkyard and locate the 
motor mount that will best suit your 
needs. We suspect that the mounts from 
а 1974-78 V8 Mustang II will do just fine. 
After locating the mount you want to use, 
purchase new ones but don't forget to 
get one for the transmission, too. Install 
the new engine and trans mounts and 
lower the motor into your chassis. Test 
mount the exhaust manifolds, air cleaner 
and other accessories on the engine to 
make certain that they will clear the car's 
hood. If the oil pan sump is in the wrong 
place, you can scavenge an oil pan and 
pickup tube from an early Bronco with a 
V8, since the sump is located in the rear 
for this application. 

‘Once you have the engine safely 
blocked in the proper location and you 
are certain that there is enough room to 
hook up the exhaust without interfering 
with the steering, you can begin to make 
your frame mounts. You will need some 
stiff cardboard and a hot-melt glue gun. 
You can use regular gluo, but you will 
find that the speed with which the hot 
glue dries is an advantage. Cut the card- 
board into the general shape of the 
mount that you need, making certain 
there is enough extra material to allow 
for a final trim to the exact dimensions 
that your engine requires. 

Make two sets of mounts and use the 
glue gun to assemble one set. Install this 
Set and check that all dimensions are 
correct. Afterwards, take both sets to a 
machine shop or welder and have him 
use the unassembled set as a pattern. 
Cut your mounts from quarter-inch steel 
plate and then weld them together using 
your assembled mount as a guide. All 
that's left for you now is to install them 
in your car's frame. 


LAMBO LOVER 


love exotic-type kit cars and would like 
to build my own frame and use the 
Countach body that | have seen adver- 
{ised in your magazine. | have read arti- 
cles that talk of using a Toronado trans- 
axle and others that recommend a Cor- 
vair or Porsche. These articles, however, 
don't mention the type of rear suspen- — | 
sion or where the parts came from. | — 
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would like to know what parts to use and 
since the ad mentions that the kit does 
not include glass, where can ! obtain a 
windshield if | decide to build this car? 
Dennis Davis 
Church Hill, TN 


Yours is certainly an ambitious project 
To start with, you will have to set down 
some basic dimensions. Because the 
Lamborghini body is quite wide, we think 
that you will have to build your own sus- 
pension arms for the car. We don't think 
that the Toronado transaxle would be a 
very good choice for this car as it locates 
the engine too high and would protrude 
through the car’s engine cover. Your 
best choice would be the Porsche 915. 
It is strong and adapters are available to 
mount a Chevrolet V8 to it 

‘Once you've worked out the body di- 
mensions and have the motor and trans 
placed in their proper locations, it will be 
possible for you to design the suspen- 
sion. Place the tires, wheels and hubs in 
their proper locations and construct con- 
trol arms to connect them to the chassis. 
You must keep in mind, however, that 
the wheels will tend to toe in or out 
through their travel if you don't design 
the suspension properly, which could 
create an ill-handling and unsafe car. 

To help you get your project off on the 
right foot, you should consider attending 
а Sports Car Club of America race and 
examine the various suspension designs 
in use there and find one that will fit your 
car. One car to pay special attention to 
is the Sports Renault. It uses stock Alli- 
ance parts and handles extremely well 
The Alliance also uses the right rear sus- 
pension on the left front, and vice versa. 
This concept reduces the number of 
Spare parts that a racer must carry, but 
You can use it to cut your design time in 
half. We also think that someone could 
use the entire drivetrain from the Sports 
Renault in a kit and have a very nice, 
compact and reliable package. 

Obtaining DOT (Department of Trans- 
Portation)-approved glass is not a prob- 
lem. You merely go to your local Lam- 
borghini dealer and have him order the 
glass for you. We imagine that it would 
be а $1200 experience to buy the wind- 
Shield ($800 for the glass and $400 for 
Shipping and customs duty). Ke 


Send your technical queries to: 

КІТ CAR TECH Q & A 

C/o Petersen Publishing Co. 

8490 Sunset Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90069 

Although it is impossible for us to re- 

SPond to all inquiries, we will answer 

09 тапу as space permits. All let 
аге subject to editing to con- 

К БЫ to publication guidelines. 


bie 


Remember the qood old days. when spons cor 
England? Remember ond 


Жз: = z 


ATLAST YOUROWN REAL 
ENGLISH SPORTS CAR. 


ies were hond cited rr uber and aluminum end mode in 
не ecrire honte predia кейтн pionie 
Howes you heed 
| 2 surprise lr you. becouse THE BURLINGTON 


MOTOR COMPANY Englond'slarcen sporte 
{or plan prodscer can help you recreate howe 
oye For lens no $23 ev lee you on fO pene. 
жайга алы ties 


Cody our tim 
‘then fs bal you be а 

thon $600. THATS RIGHT "UNDER SI 
HUNDRED DOLLARS FOR А REAL HAND BUILT 
TIMBER ALUMINIUM SPORTS CAR BODY. 
оное you low з нд 

and you could end up with a real por 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR DOLLAR CHEQUES. 
PAYABLE TO “BURLINGTON MOTOR 
COMPANY LIMITED. - THANE YOX 

SI 5i ichuere ot varioce nant For super 
Suck An Moi oda S4 0 


‘BURLINGTON: MOTOR: COMPANY 


THE BURL 


TON MOTOR COMPANY С 


BRITISH ENGINEERING IN CLASSIC BRITISH TRAS 
BURLINGTON COACH WORKS, оет 5- ARCH 39M, BATH PLACE, ROYAL LEAMINGTON SPA, CVJIJAQ ENGLAND 
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If you want to know all the latest 
| || information on your favorite pony car, 
| || Hot Rod MUSTANG is your #1 source! 
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Wo Build Magazines Right. 
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streets call out your name. Si 


‘Use this coupon to 


When the open road beckons you, the city 
e 'CORPION responds... 


T am enclosing 5500 US. tor бе completo brochure and 
erra intonation on the SCORPION assembly package 


pute ER TT 
order your brochure | E 


san — — — 7 


1 
package: 1 то: Cormier International Dept, 26 


Proce 
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U.S. Dépariment 


FAMOUS LAST WORDS FROM FRIENDS 
TO FRIENDS. I'm perfectly fine. I can 
drive with my eyes closed. There’ nothing 
wrong with me. Are you joking—I feel 
great. What am I—a wimp? I'm in great 
shape to drive. You're not serious are you? 
Whats a couple of beers? Nobody drives 
my car but me. I’ve never felt better. І can 
drink with the best of them. But I only had 
a few. So I had a couple. I can drive rings 

, around anybody. 1 can drive my own car, 
МһапК you. I'm not drunk. I drive better 
en I'm like this. Who says I can't drink 
утуе? I can hold my booze. I know 
doing. I always drive like this. 


ith raus 
Y 


DRINKING AND DRIVING 
CAN KILL A FRIENDSHIP 


WHEEL A DAPTERS 


Custom Adapters made to your 


Adapters—Studs—Lug Nuts 


205. SUMMIT DR SCHAUMBURG IL 60172 


(312) 529-2009 


ЕТТЕ ЕГЕТЕ 


a 


Original style 
fergss body kis 


(оде gass atin). REPLICA 


Four Passenger Wagon 
ену Van ane 


10, LEGENDARY 
MOTORCARS, INC. 
B ИЛ 
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REPLICAR KITS SALES & ASSEMBLY 


CLASSY CLASSICS 


3529 MARICOPA. AVE. 


LAKE HAVASU CITY, AZ 86403 


33 YEARS OF AUTOMOTIVE EXPE- 
RIENCE WILL BRING A MARK OF 
EXCELLENCE TO YOUR JAGUAR, 
MERCEDES, FERRARI, PORSCHE, 
MG, ETC. 


PARTIAL TO COMPLETE 
BUILDING SERVICES 


| WRITE OR CALL KEITH FILTER. 


1 (602) 453-5050 


For more information on promoting 
your products or services In PETERSEN'S 
other 28 SPECIALTY PUBLICATIONS con- 
oct: Bruce Bakke 

‘Speciatty Publications 

8490 Sunsol Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90069. 
(213) 656-5425 ext, 54 
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WESTERN y CLASSICS 


REPLICAR BUILDING SERVICES 


LET US BUILD YOUR KIT WITH 
UNCOMPROMISING 
CRAFTSMANSHIP 


SPECIALISTS IN 
DUKE - DUCHESS - SAXON 
ASSEMBLIES 
Write or call: 
WESTERN CLASSICS 
4890 W. Sweetwater Drive 
Tucson, Arizona 85745 
Bob Miller (602) 743-0270 


MICHIGAN'S LARGEST ASSEMBLER 


ГОИН. On инак кте 
кош GANS ALSO ШАШ V ат 


CLASSICS UNLIMITED 


515 WOODLAWI AVE. 
OWOSSO МІ. 48867 
ware ся Ош to samoers 517-725-6517 
опа 19 YEARS доти o. sur orcussc sowas | 
STATE UcENseD 5 ctim ткен SAN. 
'SHON AND SANG 
жс MUL ASSEMBLE ANY MAKE OR ноор. 
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So YOU Say YOU'D Love A Kit Car, 
But, YOU Aren't Able To Build One 
WE ARE! 

Rolling Chassis to Complete Cars 
We Build YOUR Dream 
the way YOU want it, 
CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 
AVAILABLE 
20 years assembling experience 
Call or write TODAY. 


the 
Banshee Motor Car Can Ltd 
RD #1, BOX 280, MACK RD. 
OSWEGO, NEW YORK 13126 
319-069-7670 


VW TURBO PACKAGES 


e TURBO. 
ЕТТУ INE. 


РО Box 6010 • Orange. СА 92667 


(714) 639-4933 


COBRA PARTS 


MAKE THAT COBRA LOOK RIGHT. 
ERA. Is now making avallable to the 
restorer or replica bullder the same high 
quality parts we use on our E.RA. 
4278C Cobra Repl 


us to original specification or have 
come from the original manufacturers 
dies and tooling. 

We know you won't find any better parts, 
ме don't think youll find any better 
prices 

Write or call for free parts and price list: 
ERA REPLICA AUTOMOBILES 
608-612 East Main Street 

New Britain, Connecticut 06051 
203/224-0263 or 229-7968 


INSTANT SERVICE 
1-800-331-NEAL 


High Performance Pedals & 
Hydraulics, Including.. 
* Dual Cylinder Brake Pedals 
* Clutch Pedal Assemblies 
* Gas Pedals 
* Master Cylinders 
‘plus much more. 
Compete Сиз s300. 


NEAL PRODUCTS, INC. 
7171 Ronson Road, Dept. KC 
San Diego, CA 92111 
(619) 565.9336 


DON'T CRAMP YOUR STYLE! 
AVOID KIT CAR CLAUSTROPHOBIA. 
NOW YOU CAN HAVE MORE COMFORT. 

MORE THAN 3 CUBIC РЕЕТ OF 

EXTRA LEG ROOM, EXTRA HIP ROOM. 

МЕН CHASSIS DESIGNED FOR USE 
WITH TYPE 1 VW STYLE KITS. 


CHASSIS DESIGN 
BOX 885192 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94188-5192 
(415) 586-4825. 


ESAE? 
Quality Kit Car 


Sales & Assembly 
X 


Complete or Partial Building Service 
NATIONWIDE DELIVERY 
McCRARY MOTORS 
Route 2 
TULIA, TEXAS 79088 
Call 1-806-627-4482 


CUSTOM 
BUILDING 


Tallored To Your Needs 
With National 
Pickup & Delivery 
Completion of Unfinished Kits 
V6 Installations Our Specialty 


P.O. Box 230 
Hereford, Texas 79045 
806-364-1811 


“Kustom 
Motorcars 


TRICK FABRICATORS 
ошл салтан... ATTTUDE. NO 308 T00 SMALL - 
FREE ESTATES. FRAMES SUSPENSION, TOCUAG MADE TO OUR 
Sus 

иша 

COMPLETE SPRAY BOOTH SYSTEMS ма. РА UT, LIENS, 
av 29 име TOTALE 

тоне FOR узт зот АДА 2500 

сат OFF Tose MA стз пыш: ROTTSSORES ONLY 
тию anr шт 

Arne сца, 

MOORIED бвлт TURNARLES ттм 0 - EI 
[c 

AUTOMATE FLAME CUTTERS 35250 USING YOUR TORCH CUTS 
Г 

ALL тш COME POWDER COATED IN OVER 30 COLORS. 


29795 Anthony Aa, 
Valley Conter. СА 92082 (819) 749.8020 


'RELIABILITY'PERFORMANCE 
"MILEAGE'VALUE 


Vides th ots Cars V8 œ V6 convenien ке more 
irase an eco orgali X) Saal Sock 
ЖЫЮ SO Bia Block 119800. еее 
TRY ROCKETS HE Tae 100 bln ш pelde 
Mounts, wing plumbing йде Rares, EUS. 
TRATED алпара an more NO FABRICATION 
QUIRED- ONE SOURCE UE 
УХЕ 1o VB FORD 565000 ZCAR Bonom End Del 
000, MARK idl V6 Moune S008 Anim Ры 
fens for ети and Shy frig poner paro SHOW 
Ёз; dy orn power ars SHON 
LEFTOVERS over 20000) pounds tor 1970-1986 X 
Sos pius a лак o пе pat ша, Roch 
Sire meral bates Ge and mor? Tack kg Set 
SB power ck мш kar 95-05, то turp durs 
mens fs. Gps о ЗИ osten eal? Stn 
ES ры чет prioris per 
AV and mor in our 4S page "Broken Ky сш 
ОО (REFUNDABLE) Conversion propaganda or 
$200 For ЭРЕ qusc nd s Sampad St Айкош 
беа speed керу 

1100 Jaguar Lane 


doin Cams, oe 
pore) Dalas, 1025226 


INVESTMENT QUALITY 
HANDCRAFTED AUTOMOBILES 
BODY ASSENBLIES or TURN-KEY 


Middle-Allantic Area Representative for: 
the MAGNUM GT, the BEST PORSCHE 
and MG-TD. 

Replicas Available. 
and NOW: 


AUTOMOTIVE REFLECTIONS, INC. 
РО. Box $58 #йатчыл. VA. 23187 (04) 2863173 


CORMORANT 
Rule Seat Roadster 

Why build VW wien й cosis 

то more to bald Cale 


Ta ne lpg 
Кё ше elo, S900 or call 
Handcraft Motorcraft Company 
4620 26% Avenue, West, Dept. C 
Bradenton, FL 33529 [Г] 
(613) 749-1355 


The only complete Coba Kit available. Cost seco. 
100 hours, wheels, tres, molor, and transmission. In 
а dass by ise. One glance proves it. When you 
are ready for qualty сй us. $509 for information 
write: Dept KOS 
(TES 16 Mie Ром Stating Heights, Michigan 48077 
1819) 250-4096 cua 


Powder Coating 


* Electrostatic Powder Painting 


* Specializing in auto chassis, 
bumpers, and sheetmetal 

* Suspension, wheels, and auto 
trim 


* Complete sandblasting and 
welding available 


‘Send for free information 


OLYMPIC POWDER COATING 


2200 Micro P 


Escondido, СЯ 92025 (619) 745-3322 


MANTA—MONTAGE PARTS| 


BODY PARTS—CHASSIS 
RADIATORS—PEDALS 
FUEL CELL-SUSPENSION 
TRANS AXLES-BRAKES 
COMPLETED CARS 
INFORMATION: $4.00 
CALL: (206) 426-1207 
KNEELAND MOTOR CARS 
Р.О. Box 567. 

Е. 1730 Brockdale Road 
Shelton, Washington 98584 


WEBER CARBURETION 
by INGLESE 


DOWNDRAFT KITS FROM $1199% 
зес $8" tor ош 1985 сойо colclog men decide, 


INGLESE INDUCTION SYSTEMS, INC. 
РО Box 709K, Brorford CI 08405 (208) 481-5844, 


Not fra ie en ary ln conte mater whe 


COBRA OWNERS 
Glass Vent Windows 


$129. 
plus $6 shipping 

- 3/16” Tempered Safety Glass 

1 D.O.T. Approved 

- Fastener Kit Included 

| Bolts To Existing Holes 

No More Scratches or Loss of Clarity 
VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 


САМ: 


AUTO GLASS 


«MOUNTED ON A STOCK TRIUMPH CHASSIS 
AND UTILIZES THE RUGGED TR SERIES. 
-A KIT WHICH INCLUDES EVERYTHING 
A BUILDER WOULD WANT. 
Serious ngs ny pcne 
VINTAGE MOTOR WORKS 
Box 884 * Sonoma, California 95476 


53i Mar Vista Vista, CA 92083 (619) 7263929 


(707) 996-4241 


Takes You 
Where You 
Want To Go! 


Hills, mud, water, sand, ice— 
nothing stops an off-road 
driver from going where he 
wants to до... and 4WHEEL & 
OFF-ROAD makes sure you 
get there! 


Every month America's most 
popular off-road magazine 
shows you how-to winch your 
way out of tight spots while 
also providing challenging 
on and off-road test of 4 x 4's 
6f all shapes and sizes, as 
well as features detailing the 
success of other drivers and 
how they made their vehicles 
invincible. All this, coupled 
with expert advice on cost- 
cutting tips that won't dent 
your budget, makes 4WHEEL & 
OFF-ROAD а vital tool you 
can’t drive without! 


And nothing can keep 
4WHEEL & OFF-ROAD from tak- 
ing you to the big events! Our 
writers travel far and wide fil- 
ing reports from Gravelrama 
in Ohio and Mud Marathons 
in Missouri to the Score 
Championships in California 
апа The Baja One Thousand 
їп Mexico, 4WHEEL & OFF- 
ROAD—Takes You Where You 
Want To Go! 


TRANS BULLETPROOFING 
С РРР 


WHEEL 


COFI ROR 


FORD FEVER! 
ыла NS 


Now On Sale At Your 
Local Newsstand 


KC. Riss 


MICHIGAN 


A with all other states, kit cars have 
to be inspected before they can be 
registered in Michigan. Inspection must 
be completed before the Office of Driver 
and Vehicle Services will even begin the 
registration and title process. 

in order to arrange for an inspection, 
go to your local Office of Driver and Ve- 
hicle Services branch and obtain an in- 
spection form. Take this form, the Certi 
cate of Vehicle Inspection by a Police 
Officer (Form #TR 54), to the law en- 
forcement agency. This inspection 
serves a dual purpose. The officer will 
check the car to see that it is roadwor- 
thy, as well as inspect and verify the 
numbers on the engine and frame. After 
the inspection is completed, the officer 
will fill out his portion of the form. 

The next stop is the weighmaster. He 
will weigh your car and issue a weight re 
ceipt. Then return to the Office of Driver 
and Vehicle Services, and bring both the 
weight certificate and the TR 54 form, 
and also all other paperwork and re- 
ceipts for the rest of the car. 

‘According to Len Мїйег of the Bureau 
of Field Services Information Center, 
Michigan has tightened down on its re- 
quirements. You must present the Manu- 
facturer's Statement of Origin for the kit 
and the title for the frame or engine 
used. You will also need a bill of sale for 
the following items: engine, transmis- 
sion, and all body parts 

The ownership document or bill of 
sale must include the name of the owner 
or the name and address of the person 
who assembled the vehicle, the date of 
purchase and a description of the parts 
and their prices. All serial numbers must 
be shown on the bill of sale. Finally, you 
need the name, address and phone 
number of the parts dealer or the person 
who sold the parts. 

Michigan is a state governed by com. 
pulsory insurance. This means when you 
apply for the registration you have to 
‘submit proof of insurance before the reg- 
istration and title will be issued. This is 
done with a Michigan Certificate of Insur- 
ance, obtainable from your insurance 


agency. 

"The fees you will need to pay on the 
vehicle include a Value-Added Tax—a 
tax on the value of a vehicle. This tax will 
vary, of course, with each individual 
сазе. According to Miller, the tax on a 
vehicle valued at $10,000 is $53. This is 
а prorated fee, payable yearly on your 
birthdate. If you register between birth- 
days, you will pay the remainder of that 
year's fee, and an additional year's fee 
if the date is less than six months before 
your birthday. 

Michigan has a sales tax of 4 percent, 
which has to be paid on all components 
of the car unless you can show proof in 
the form of receipts that this sales tax 
was paid when you purchased the kit 

Finally, there is a $2 title fee and a $2 
ее for a new VIN (vehicle identification 
number). When you title an assembled 
vehicle in Michigan, you will be concur- 
rently applying for a vehicle number. 
This is a replacement VIN, which will be 
recognized as the VIN for the new car. 
The new VIN is computer-generated at 
a branch office and will appear on your 
registration 

You will receive your assigned number 
and title at the Office of Driver and Vehi- 
cle Services. However, it will take a few 
weeks for your VIN plate to arrive from 
Lansing. In the meantime, you are 
allowed to drive the vehicle on a 14-day 
permit, which costs $5. You'll receive 
your license plates after you get the VIN 
plate. 

When you drive your vehicle to the law 
enforcement agency for inspection, be- 
fore it is registered, you are covered by 
law. Michigan allows you to drive on the 
streets “only by the most direct routes to 
those facilities.” 

All these procedures for kit car regis- 
tration are listed on the Michigan Depart 
ment of State form BFS-72. Any addi- 
tional information you need concerning 
this can be obtained by writing to: Office 
of Driver and Vehicle Services, Michigan 
Department of State, Lansing, MI 48918, 
Attn: Inspector's Office; or call (517) 
322-1528. кс 


AS SEEN ON MAMI VICE — BUILT BY TOM мевияме 


The car on Miami Vice was built by Tom 
McBurnie from а 1981 Corvette. Buy a Califor- 
nia Daytona Spyder Kit for $8000.00, add 200 
hours and create your own Friday night 
excitement. МеВитіе built the first Daytona 
Corvette and now builds the best Kit that has. 
been successfully assembled by home build- 
ers. Buy the Original, buy from the man who 
invested the years to create the first Daytona 
replica, 


-AArburnie. 


CO A CH C-H-A-E-T 
8515 Ablette Road, Santee, CA 92071 (619) 582-7703 


‘AUTHORIZED DEALERS: 
pp мелик o Одны Сина на Fu er Се ас Рес ett atone ; 
ЖОПЫ guerra uie dede PO mst NUR AE UC ID SN Siea, зата аз 1 


г o 80/50 Weight Dis 
* Roll Up Windows • Opti 


Please send me complete details on the Sebring 5000. Find enclosed $2. 
Name Address 
State ZIP Day Phone ( 


Classic Roadsters, Ltd. 
617 Main Ave., Fargo, ND 58103 


